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Abdul Malek collects non-biodegradable plastic waste from the Bhairab river in Khulna. Every day, he rows his
small boat along the river and collects 12-15 kilogramme of plastic and sells it for Tk 15-22 per kg. The photo
was taken yesterday.

Two BCL men
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DAM REPAIR WORK

School land seized,
playground lost

Students’ education at risk amid bridge construction

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

The Paschim Pasharibuniya Sikder
Haat Government Primary School
in Bhandaria upazila is facing severe
disruptions due to the demolition of
two of its classrooms to facilitate the
construction of a nearby bridge.

Construction activities by the
Roads and Highways Department
(RHD) have left piles of construction
materials and mud on the school
grounds, restricting space for
students to study and play.

Adding to the school’s challenges,
a nearby canal poses an erosion risk,
creating a hazardous environment
for the school’s 102 students.

Since the demolition took place
two months ago, school activities

have been severely affected. Monirul
Islam, the head teacher, said the
school, built in 1994 on RHD land,
has limited control over its premises.

Of the 38 decimals of land allotted
to the school, only 29 remain
accessible, with the rest occupied by
outside parties. Amid the disruption,
students are struggling to focus.

Afrin Meem, a fifth grader, said

the environment makes it difficult to
concentrate.

“We havelostaccess to the playgound
due to the bridge construction works,”
said her classmate Ariful Islam.

Teachers are also finding it
challenging to conduct classes
effectively. Monirul Islam said the
school has requested assistance from
higher authorities to construct a new
building and reclaim the seized land.

Md Ahidul Islam, Bhandaria upazila
education officer, said they have
informed the matter to the higher
authorities in Dhaka regarding the
construction of a new school building.

“We hope that a new school
building will be constructed within a
short time and that the problem will
be solved,” he said.
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Chattogram Metropolitan
Police  early  yesterday
arrested two people for
their alleged involvement
in Bangladesh Chhatra

League’s midnight
procession on Sunday.
The arrestees  are

Didarul Alam, 48, former
general secretary of BCL's
Chattogram Law College
unit; and Sajeeb Hossain,
21, an activist of the banned
student organisation,
said Tarek Aziz, deputy
commissioner (media) of

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali engaged in stealing the bricks, sand and
stones, but nobody listened to him.

The situation arose due to lack

Bangladesh Water Development Board
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during the procession,

on the bank of Payra river in Dhankhali
village under Patuakhali Sadar upazila.

As part of the work, soil has been
kept on a damaged portion of the road
on the dyke for excavators to dump it
for repairing the dyke.

However, in a surprising turn of event,
some locals have been digging up this
damaged portion of the road to extract
bricks, sand and gravel from underneath.

had constructed the road on the dyke
without permission from BWDB, he
added.

Some locals said nobody stopped them
from taking away the road materials.

“BWDB will likely widen the road,
which will require many trees on both
sides of the road to be felled. As such,
everyone is selling the trees, and I
purchased some trees for Tk 6,500,”

some 20 BCL activists
started marching from
the Bayezid  Bostami
Road (o the Probartak
intersection of the city that
night, chanting slogans in
support of Awami League
and Sheikh Hasina.

The march went on for
about 10 minutes, said
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Didarul was arrested by
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Sajeeb was arrested by
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locals have been felling trees, aged
20-25 years, from both sides of the road
and selling those to timber traders.

At least 200 trees along the road
were felled in the past few days.

According to  sources, BWDB
constructed the dyke along the bank
of Payra river in the 90s. LGED later
constructed an 8km road on the dyke
around 12 years back.

Around 1km stretch of the dyke and
the road got damaged due to storms
and floods over the years.

Milon Mia, a local union parishad
member, said he tried to stop the people

work. This situation would not have
emerged if LGED had coordinated with
us in the beginning when it constructed
the 8km road on the dyke without out
permission. A 1km stretch of the road on
the dyke also got damaged,” he added.
Contacted, Hossain Ali Mir, executive
engineer of LGED in Patuakhali, said
“If BWDB had informed us prior to
initiating the dyke repair work, we
could have removed and stored the
bricks, sand and stones from the road,
and repair it after completion of the
dyke repair work. BWDB, however, did
not inform us.”

issuedagazette notification
in this regard on October
23 with immediate eflect

PRAYER
TIMING

NOVEMBER 19

Fazr Zohr

Asr  Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-05 12-45 3-45 5-21 7-00
JAMAAT 5-40 1-15 4-00 524 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Department of Disaster Management (DDM)
Disaster Management Bhaban
92/93, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212

www.ddm.gov.bd

Memo No.: 51.01.0000.008.07.004.24.174 Date: 18/11/2024

Tender Notice

Tender is invited in WNational e-GP system portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the
procurement of package mentioned below which is available in tender notice under e-GP system portal.
This is an online tender where only Tender will be accepted in the national e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit Tender, Registration in the National portal
http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the Tender Document from the
National e-GP system Portal have to be deposited online through any registerd Bank Branches. Detailed
description of Goods Package No, Tender ID & Selling/Dropping Schedule are as belows:

Sl. | Tender Packages No MName and description | Published Last Selling | Closing &
No. | ID of Item Date Date/Time Opening
Date/Time
01 1032815 DDM/Store/20 | Purchases of  Office | 19-11-2024 | 02-12-2024 | 03-12-2024
24-2025/01 Supplies (swetonery kem, at 15:00 at 12:00

cleaning item, computer

itemn, crockery, sanitary

item, electrical item and

car wheels)

R0, =

Director (Admin)
&

Procuring Entity
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