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Need global action 
for climate crisis
Says Rizwana
BSS, Dhaka

Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan yesterday 
urged the international community to uphold the 
principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities.

“Delaying action until after 2030 is not an option. To 
keep the 1.5 degrees Celsius goal within reach, developed 
nations must rapidly scale up mitigation efforts and fulfil 
their commitments under the Paris Agreement,” she said.

She said this while addressing the 2024 Annual High-
Level Ministerial Round Table at COP29.

Bangladesh faces harsh realities of climate change daily, 
she stated, highlighting the impacts of rising sea levels, 
intensified cyclones, erratic rainfall and salinity intrusion.

“This year alone, two catastrophic floods caused US 
$1.7 billion in damages-equivalent, to 1.8 percent of the 
national budget. Over the past 18 months, the country has 
endured 15 climate-induced disasters, leaving 1.2 million 
people waterlogged,” she said. 

No political
FROM PAGE 3

He highlighted concerns 
about political influence 
within the police. “Over 
the last 15 years, many 
police personnel have 
used political affiliations 
for corruption or 
career advancement. 
Recommendations will be 
made to eliminate this,” he 
added.  
RECOMMENDATIONS 
UNDER REVIEW  
The commission, which 
began work on October 

6, is expected to submit 
its final report by 31 
December. Safar Raj said 
some recommendations 
could be implemented 
immediately, while others 
would require changes 
to laws and additional 
funding.  

Regarding drives in 
plainclothes, he said, 
“We have not yet made a 
recommendation on this 
matter but plan to address 
it.”

HC hearing on
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deal is “fraudulent, 
unconscionable, and 
against public policy.”

The petition 
claims the agreement 
violated Section 13 
of the Procurement 
Act, 2006, which 
mandates transparency 
and competition in 
government procurement 
processes. Qaium 
argued that the deal 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
benefits Adani at the 
nation’s expense.

Previously, on 
November 6, Qaium issued 
a legal notice to the BPDB 
chairman and the energy 
ministry secretary, urging 
a review or cancellation 
of the agreement within 
three days. 

He noted that experts 
have raised concerns that 
Bangladesh would pay 
significantly higher prices 
for lower-grade coal under 
this deal compared to 
other coal-based power 
projects.

The coal, sourced 
from an Adani-owned 
mine in Australia, will be 
transported to an Adani-
owned port in India before 
being shipped to the 
Godda power plant, all at 
Bangladesh’s expense, the 
petition added.

No security
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To facilitate smooth 
movement for those 
visiting the National 
Memorial to pay their 
respects, traffic police 
will work to prevent 
congestion, he added.

Highlighting uniformity 
in observances, the adviser 
said only flags of the 
correct design and colour 
should be hoisted. 

“In some cases, flags 
of varying designs and 
colours are displayed. 
This must not happen. 
Uniform flags will be 
hoisted everywhere, and 
significant locations 
will be adorned with 
appropriate lighting,” he 
said.

Regarding the overall 
security scenario, he 
reiterated that there are no 
imminent threats. 

“December 16 is a day 
for everyone. There is no 
security risk surrounding 
this occasion, and the 
country’s law and order 
remain stable,” he said.
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Health workers stage sit-
in at DGHS for second day

Demand contract extension
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A group of health workers, who were 
employed during the pandemic, 
staged a sit-in protest in front of the 
Directorate General of Health Services 
in Dhaka’s Mohakhali for the second 
consecutive day yesterday, demanding 
extension of their employment 
contracts.

They started the sit-in in the morning 
and continued till 5:00pm.

The protesters said a total of 1,154 
workers have been working amid 
“uncertain conditions” for the past four 
years, and expressed concerns over 
their livelihood.

“In 2020, during the peak of the 
pandemic, we were hired on three-
month contracts. While the contracts 
were repeatedly extended, we’re 
now being told our jobs will end in 
December,’’ said ASM Shahjahan, one 
of the protesters.

‘‘We’ve been working amid extreme 
uncertainty, without any job security, 
and now we might face unemployment. 
All we ask is to keep our jobs,” he 
added.

Zahid Hasan, a data entry operator, 
echoed similar frustration.

“Many of us joined during the 
pandemic under short-term contracts. 
If we had known our contracts would 
be ended such abruptly, we could have 
explored other job opportunities. Now 
we are too late for that,” said Zahid.

Sadiq Mohammad Wadud, from 
the HR and Emergency Response 
and Pandemic Preparedness (ERPP) 
department, appealed to DGHS to 
extend employment contracts of these 
1,154 workers beyond December 31 by 
finding alternative roles for them.

Grand finale of 
‘Horlicks Brain Games 

Olympiad’ held
CITY DESK

The grand finale of the “Horlicks Brain Games 
Olympiad,” an event to empower students’ cognitive, 
problem-solving, and critical thinking skills, was 
held in the capital on November 16. The winners were 
rewarded with scholarship prizes worth Tk 3 lakh. 

At the event, participants got an opportunity to 
enhance practical knowledge and adaptability that 
goes beyond traditional academic teachings.

The Horlicks Brain Games Olympiad was open to 
students in grades 6 to 8 and had over 22,000 participants 
nationwide. The participants were challenged with 
quizzes and brain games. After an online preliminary 
round, regional rounds were held in Chattogram, 
Rangpur, Khulna, Dhaka, and Mymensingh. 

The top 1,000 students from each region competed, 
with the top 20 from each region advancing to the 
national final. A combined number of 100 participants 
from all regions competed in the grand finale.

‘Pather 
Panchali’ star 
Uma Dasgupta
passes away
STAR REPORT

U m a 
D as g u p t a , 
the actress 
w h o 
p o r t r aye d 
Durga in 
S a t y a j i t 
Ray’s “Pather Panchali,” has 
passed away at the age of 84 
after a prolonged illness.

She breathed her last 
around 8:00am yesterday 
at a private hospital on 
Bypass Road, Kolkata. 

Uma Dasgupta’s 
portrayal of Durga in 
Pather Panchali remains 
her only cinematic role. 

In the film, she played 
Apu’s elder sister, capturing 
the innocence and vibrancy 
of adolescence. Despite 
appearing in just one 
movie, her performance 
earned worldwide acclaim. 

Professionally, Uma 
worked as a schoolteacher. 


