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KUTUBDIA LPG TANKER FIRE

Probe hinds crew
negligent, rules
out sabotage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The fire that broke out on two L.PG tankers
at Kutubdia anchorage last month was
caused by inefficiency and negligence of
the crew, a probe committee has found.

The committee ruled out any act of
sabotage or intentional misconduct.

The Tanzania-flagged mother vessel
Captain Nikolas and the receiving
tanker B LPG Sophia caught fire early on
October 13 during the sensitive operation
of lighterage (ship-to-ship transfer of
liquefied petroleum gas).

Several members of the nine-member
probe body, formed by the Chittagong
Port Authority to investigate the incident,
disclosed that the report highlighted
a series of operational failures behind
the incident, including incompetence of
the mother tanker’s crew, negligence in
conducting the ship-to-ship operation,
and improper mooring arrangements.

Led by CPA member (Harbour and
Marine) Commodore M Fazlar Rahman,
the committee submitted its findings
to CPA Chairman Rear Admiral SM
Moniruzzaman on Thursday. CPA,
however, has yet to make the report public.

The crew failed to act promptly when
improper mooring of Captain Nikolas led
to all 12 mooring ropes snap one by one
within 25-30 minutes due to intensified
tidal currents, causing the lighter tanker
B LPG Sophia to drift away.

This in turn exerted pressure on the
gas-discharging hose, and resulted in a
forceful gas leak that quickly spread to
the decks of both vessels, Commodore
Rahman said citing the report.

Despite warnings from the crew of BLPG

Sophia, the crew of Captain Nikolas did not
shut down the gas discharge operation
promptly, when the first sign of fire was
detected on its deck before it spread to the
lighter vessel as well, he also said.

To prevent recurrence of similar
incident, the committee recommended
for providing proper training to gas tanker
crew Lo ensure safe lighterage operations,

| KEYISSUES G

»» Improper mooring arrangements

»» Delayed action during gas leaks

»» Operational incompetence during
lighterage operations

RECOMMENDATIONS

»>» Proper training for gas tanker crews

»» Adherence to safety protocols and
Joint Plan of Operation

»» Ensuring competent staffing and
proper vessel mooring during ship-
to-ship operations

I
adhering strictly to a well-defined Joint

Plan of Operation in compliance with all
local and international regulations while

conducting  ship-to-ship  operations
within port limits, and ensuring
competent staffing, operational

diligence, and proper vessel mooring
during these critical operations.

SHYAMASUNDARI
BELA for saving
Rangpur canal

Serves legal notice
to 13 govt oflicials

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

The Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers
Association (BELA) has
issued a legal notice to
18 high-ranking officials
of different government
organisations, urging
immediate action (o save
Shyamasundari canal in
Rangpur from pollution
and grabbing.

Tanmay Sanyal, regional
coordinator (Rajshahi
and Rangpur) of BELA,
confirmed the matter.

The four-page notice,
signed by BELA lawyer
S Hasanul Banna and
sent yesterday via postal
mail, was addressed to:
secretaries to the ministries
of water resources, land,
environment and climate
change, and fisheries and
livestock; chairman of the
National River Protection
Commission; directors
general of the Department
of  Environment and
the Bangladesh  Water
Development Board;
deputy commissioner of
Rangpur; superintendent
of police of Rangpur;
administrator of Rangpur
City Corporation; and
upazila nirbahi officer of
Rangpur Sadar.

The 16-kilometre-long
Shyamasundari canal
originates in Kellaband
areca and flows through
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e-Tender Notice

Date: 14.11.2023

Sellers at a stall during a traditional village fair marking the beginning of the Bangla month of Agrahayan in
Barishal. The photo was taken at Kurapur in Sadar upazila yesterday.

Tributes pour in for
Bhasani in Santosh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail
Thousands of people gathered in
Tangail’s Santosh yesterday and paid
tributes to Maulana Abdul Hamid
Khan Bhasani, a legendary politician
of the subcontinent, on his 48th death
anniversary.

Prof Anowerul Azim Akhanda, vice-
chancellor of Maulana Bhasani Science
and Technology University, along with
teachers and students of the institution,
paid homage to Bhasani by placing
wreaths at his grave around 7:30am.

Later, Bhasani’s family, different
political parties, socio-cultural
organisations and educational
institutions paid tributes at his grave.

BNP later organised a rally
there, where central BNP leaders
Shamsuzzaman Dudu, Sultan
Salahuddin Tuku, Ataur Rahman Dhali
and Sayeed Sohrab spoke among others.

Bhasani, a dreamer of independent
Bangladesh, fought against imperialism
and oppression by the Pakistani rulers,
carning the title “Mazlum Jana Neta”.
He played a significant role in the 1969
mass movement, and later led the
historic Farakka Long March in 1976.

Bhasani founded the Pakistan
Awami Muslim League and later formed
National Awami Party. He passed away
on November 17, 1976 and was buried in
Santosh.

PHOTO: TITU DAS

53 accused in
7 complaints
filed with ICT

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Seven separate complaints
were filed against  at
least 53 persons with
the International Crimes
Tribunal yesterday, over
allegations of torture and
enforced  disappearance
of seven activists of Islami
Chhatra Shibir.

The accused include
members of law
enforcement agencies, as
well as activists of Awami
League, Jubo League and
Chhatra League.

The complainants are:
Johnny Islam, a Shibir
activist  from  Rajshahi
University; Abdul Karim
and Saiful Islam, of Shibir’s
Banshkhali and Rangunia

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

and time.

GD-971

The following e-Tenders is invited in the e-GP Portal (http://'www eprocure.gov.bd) for procurement Computer Software/ Oracle Database
Devices and its related services:
SL e-Tender Tender Description of work Last selling Closing date
No. 1D No. Reference No. date & time & time
(TIME: 24HR (TIME: 24HR
FORMATE) FORMATE)
1. 1016810 RAKUB/HO/ “Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) of Oracle 19-Dec-2024 19-Dec-2024
ICTD-96(PART) | Database and its related services for Core Banking 12:30 17:00
/2024-2025/544 | Solution in Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Banks Data
Center (DC).”
This is online tender, where only e=Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit

e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System (https:/'www.eprocure. gov.bd) 1s required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender
documents of the tender from the e-GP System Portal have to be deposited through any registered banks” branches up to abovementioned date

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk (hel

M. Abul Kalam
Deputy General Manager
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Sylhet Gas Fields Limited
(A Company of Petrobangla)
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Pubali Bank PLC, one of the largest private commercial banks,
operates a vast network of 505 online branches, 22 |slamic
Banking Windows, and 212 sub-branches. With a diverse and
motivated workforce, the bank is inviting applications from
highly qualified, dynamic, and tech-savvy professionals to lead
in the following roles. These leaders will play a pivotal role in
guiding the bank into its next phase of innovation and growth
within an ever-evolving digital landscape.

Chief Technology Officer (CTO)

Head of Network
For ICT Operation Division

Head of Islamic Banking Software
For Software Development Division

E For details, please visit
https://Awww.pubalibangla.com/career
Interested candidates who fulffill the
requirements should apply by
15 December 2024.

Management of the Bank
reserves the right to reject
any or al applications
without assigning any reason
whatsoever.

Human Resources Division
Head Office, 26 Dikusha G/A
Dhaka
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