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BELA for saving 
Rangpur canal
Serves legal notice 
to 13 govt officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

The Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association (BELA) has 
issued a legal notice to 
13 high-ranking officials 
of different government 
organisations, urging 
immediate action to save 
Shyamasundari canal in 
Rangpur from pollution 
and grabbing.

Tanmay Sanyal, regional 
coordinator (Rajshahi 
and Rangpur) of BELA, 
confirmed the matter.

The four-page notice, 
signed by BELA lawyer 
S Hasanul Banna and 
sent yesterday via postal 
mail, was addressed to: 
secretaries to the ministries 
of water resources, land, 
environment and climate 
change, and fisheries and 
livestock; chairman of the 
National River Protection 
Commission; directors 
general of the Department 
of Environment and 
the Bangladesh Water 
Development Board; 
deputy commissioner of 
Rangpur; superintendent 
of police of Rangpur; 
administrator of Rangpur 
City Corporation; and 
upazila nirbahi officer of 
Rangpur Sadar. 

The 16-kilometre-long 
Shyamasundari canal 
originates in Kellaband 
area and flows through 
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53 accused in 
7 complaints 
filed with ICT
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven separate complaints 
were filed against at 
least 53 persons with 
the International Crimes 
Tribunal yesterday, over 
allegations of torture and 
enforced disappearance 
of seven activists of Islami 
Chhatra Shibir.

The accused include 
members of law 
enforcement agencies, as 
well as activists of Awami 
League, Jubo League and 
Chhatra League. 

The complainants are: 
Johnny Islam, a Shibir 
activist from Rajshahi 
University; Abdul Karim 
and Saiful Islam, of Shibir’s 
Banshkhali and Rangunia 
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A Dhaka North City Corporation vehicle sprays water on the road in an effort to reduce dust. The photo was taken 
in the capital’s Kalyanpur yesterday. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Thousands of people gathered in 
Tangail’s Santosh yesterday and paid 
tributes to Maulana Abdul Hamid 
Khan Bhasani, a legendary politician 
of the subcontinent, on his 48th death 
anniversary.

Prof Anowerul Azim Akhanda, vice-
chancellor of Maulana Bhasani Science 
and Technology University, along with 
teachers and students of the institution, 
paid homage to Bhasani by placing 
wreaths at his grave around 7:30am.

Later, Bhasani’s family, different 
political parties, socio-cultural 
organisations and educational 
institutions paid tributes at his grave.

BNP later organised a rally 
there, where central BNP leaders 
Shamsuzzaman Dudu, Sultan 
Salahuddin Tuku, Ataur Rahman Dhali 
and Sayeed Sohrab spoke among others.

Bhasani, a dreamer of independent 
Bangladesh, fought against imperialism 
and oppression by the Pakistani rulers, 
earning the title “Mazlum Jana Neta”. 
He played a significant role in the 1969 
mass movement, and later led the 
historic Farakka Long March in 1976. 

Bhasani founded the Pakistan 
Awami Muslim League and later formed 
National Awami Party. He passed away 
on November 17, 1976 and was buried in 
Santosh.

Tributes pour in for 
Bhasani in Santosh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The fire that broke out on two LPG tankers 
at Kutubdia anchorage last month was 
caused by inefficiency and negligence of 
the crew, a probe committee has found. 

The committee ruled out any act of 
sabotage or intentional misconduct.

The Tanzania-flagged mother vessel 
Captain Nikolas and the receiving 
tanker B LPG Sophia caught fire early on 
October 13 during the sensitive operation 
of lighterage (ship-to-ship transfer of 
liquefied petroleum gas).

Several members of the nine-member 
probe body, formed by the Chittagong 
Port Authority to investigate the incident, 
disclosed that the report highlighted 
a series of operational failures behind 
the incident, including incompetence of 
the mother tanker’s crew, negligence in 
conducting the ship-to-ship operation, 
and improper mooring arrangements.

Led by CPA member (Harbour and 
Marine) Commodore M Fazlar Rahman, 
the committee submitted its findings 
to CPA Chairman Rear Admiral SM 
Moniruzzaman on Thursday. CPA, 
however, has yet to make the report public.

The crew failed to act promptly when 
improper mooring of Captain Nikolas led 
to all 12 mooring ropes snap one by one 
within 25-30 minutes due to intensified 
tidal currents, causing the lighter tanker 
B LPG Sophia to drift away. 

This in turn exerted pressure on the 
gas-discharging hose, and resulted in a 
forceful gas leak that quickly spread to 
the decks of both vessels, Commodore 
Rahman said citing the report.

Despite warnings from the crew of B LPG 

Sophia, the crew of Captain Nikolas did not 
shut down the gas discharge operation 
promptly, when the first sign of fire was 
detected on its deck before it spread to the 
lighter vessel as well, he also said.

To prevent recurrence of similar 
incident, the committee recommended 
for providing proper training to gas tanker 
crew to ensure safe lighterage operations, 

adhering strictly to a well-defined Joint 
Plan of Operation in compliance with all 
local and international regulations while 
conducting ship-to-ship operations 
within port limits, and  ensuring 
competent staffing, operational 
diligence, and proper vessel mooring 
during these critical operations. 

KUTUBDIA LPG TANKER FIRE

Probe finds crew 
negligent, rules 

out sabotage

KEY ISSUES

Improper mooring arrangements

Delayed action during gas leaks

Operational incompetence during 
lighterage operations

Proper training for gas tanker crews

Adherence to safety protocols and 
Joint Plan of Operation

Ensuring competent staffing and 
proper vessel mooring during ship-
to-ship operations
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