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We must do
everything to
end war next
year: Zelensky

AFP, Kyiv F
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky |
yesterday said that Kyiv would like to end
the war with Russia next year through
“diplomatic means”, as both countries
prepare for Donald Trump’s return to the
White House.

Internet
cut, curfew
imposed in
Manipur

AFP, Guwahati

10 newborns
killed in India
hospital fire

AFP, Lucknow

Wave of air strikes
rock south Beirut

Strikes follow Israeli evacuation calls; .ebanon
studying US plan to end war; 35 more killed in Gaza

An Indian state riven
by months of ethnic
tensions yesterday
imposed an internet
shutdown and curfew
after angry protests over
therecovery of six bodies
of people believed to
have been kidnapped by

A fire at the neonatal unit of an Indian hospital
killed 10 newborns, authorities said yesterday,
with another 39 rescued from a blaze blamed on a
faulty oxygen machine.

Building fires are common in India due to a lack
of firefighting equipment and a routine disregard
for safety regulations.

The fire broke out at about 10:30pm on Friday

. insurgents. nightat the Maharani Lakshmibai Medical College
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annicverr:?l?y of 1\)[2051(1;0“;? arinvasim lgf Manipur in India’s in Jhansi, around 450 kilometres south of the
Ukraine, with Russia’s (roops gaining northeast Yhas been capital New Delhi.

ground in recent months against Kyiv’s rocked by  periodic Babies rescued from the fire, all only days old,

clashes for more than
18 months between the
predominantly  Hindu
Meitei majority and the
mainly Christian Kuki
community, dividing
the state into ethnic

were moved to a new unit inside the hospital
where staff were caring for them.

“The postmortem examinations of the babies
are being carried out. The 39 infants who have
been rescued are unscathed,” he added.

Police superintendent Gyanendra Kumar Singh
said the fire likely started in a piece of machinery

outmanned and outgunned soldiers.

The prospect of Trump returning to
power in the United States next year has
raised questions about the future of the
conlflict, as the Republican has been critical
of US military aid to Kyiv.

Zelensky spoke a day after

saying the war will end enclaves. . used to enrich the oxygen level in the atmosphere.
“sooner”  than it AFP, Beirut The  bodies — were Prime Minister Narendra Modi called the
otherwise would / st ... e Elsewhere in south Lebanon, the health suspected to be  of deaths “heart-wrenching” in a post on X.

have done once Israel launched a wave of air strikes on ministry said Israeli strikes killed two rescuers those .bglonglng o

Trump  becomes | Hezbollah bastions in Beirut and south affiliated with Hezbollah and its ally Amal. the Meitei co.m‘r.num'ty

president. Lebanon vyesterday, a day after Lebanese Hezbollah claimed several rocket attacks who went missing in

Jiribam district after a
gunfight between Kuki
insurgents and Manipur
police last week.

Three bodies were
pulled from a river in
Jiribam on Friday while
three more were found
yesterday, local media
reports said.

News of the discovery
provoked incensed mobs
to attack the homes of
seven local politicians,
an army source told
AFP on condition of
anonymity, adding that
only minor damage had
been recorded.

Baloch separatists
kill 7 Pak soldiers

AFP, Quetta

on northern Israel, targeting military sites
including a naval base in the Haifa area.

Lebanese authorities say that more than
3,440 people have been killed since October last
year, when Hezbollah and Israel began trading
fire.

In Gaza, the Israeli military said its forces
continued “operational activity” in the northern
areas of Jabalia and Beit Lahia, the targets of an
intense offensive since early October. Troops
also operated in the southern district of Rafah,
the army said.

Israel says its renewed operations in the
ravaged north were meant to stop Hamas
militants from regrouping.

A UN-backed assessment at the weekend
warned famine was imminent in northern Gaza,
and UN figures showed the Israeli operation had
forced at least 100,000 people to flee.

He also spoke a
day after Russian
President Vladimir
Putin held his first
phone call with a major
Western leader, speaking
to German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz who initiated the call despite Kyiv’s
objections.

“For our part, we must do everything we
can to ensure that this war ends next year.
We have to end it by diplomatic means,”
Zelensky said in an interview with Ukrainian
radio. “And this, I think, is very important.”

There have been no meaningful talks
between Russia and Ukraine, but Trump’s
re-election has plunged the attritional
conflict’s future into uncertainty, with the
Republican repeatedly promising to cut a

government officials said they were studying
a US truce proposal.

An Israeli strike on neighbouring Syria
carlier this week killed two leaders from Islamic
Jihad, a Palestinian group which has fought
alongside Hamas militants in Gaza, a source
told AFP.

Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad are all
backed by Israel’s arch-enemy Iran, which on
Friday said it backed a swift end to the nearly
two-month war in Lebanon.

Since September 23, Israel has escalated its
bombing of targets in Lebanon, later sending
in ground troops after almost a year of limited,
cross-border exchanges of fire begun by
Hezbollah militants over the Gaza war.

AFPTV footage showed fresh strikes on the
southern suburbs of Beirut yesterday, following
calls from the Israeli army for residents to

Separatists fired on a paramilitary border post in
Pakistan’s southwestern Balochistan province,
killing seven soldiers, local authorities said
yesterday, a week after the same militant group
killed 26 people at a railway station.

“Around 40 to 50 armed terrorists attacked
a border post manned by the Frontier Corps
Balochistan in Kalat district, killing seven soldiers
and wounding 15 others,” a local official told AFP.

Alocal civilian administrative officer confirmed
the number of casualties, adding that the wounded
were “airlifted from this remote area to (provincial

quick deal to end the war. evacuate. Israel has pushed back against a Human Protesters also capital) Quetta for medical treatment”. )
“We have to understand what the Lebanon’s state-run National News Agency Rights Watch report this week that said its burned  tyres  and _Jeeyand Baloch, a spokesman for the Balochistan
Russians want,” Zelensky said. said “the enemy” carried out three air raids in ~ displacement of Gazans amounts to a “crime blocked roads in the Liberation Army, claimed responsibility for the

attack without giving further details.

The BLA frequently claims deadly attacks against
security forces or Pakistanis from other provinces,
notably Punjabis. Militants have targeted energy
projects with foreign financing - most notably
from China -- accusing outsiders of exploiting the
resource-rich region while excluding residents in
the poorest part of the country.

against humanity”, as well as findings from
a UN Special Committee that pointed to
warfare practices that “are consistent with the
characteristics of genocide”.

The Gaza health ministry said at least
35 people were killed in the territory in the
previous 24 hours, taking the overall death toll
in more than 13 months of war to 43,799.

capital city of Imphal
yesterday.

The Manipur
government announced
a curfew was in effect in
part of the city due to
the “developing law and
order situation”.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has
said he will only accept talks with Ukraine
if Kyiv surrenders Ukrainian territory that
Moscow occupies.

The Kremlin said he repeated that
demand in the phone conversation with
Scholz on Friday.

Zelensky has rejected Putin’s conditions.

the morning, later reporting another attack in
the neighbourhood of Chiyah.

The Israeli military said its aircraft had
targeted “a weapons storage facility” and a
Hezbollah “command centre” in south Beirut.

[t also reported a strike on the southern city
of Tyre, in a neighbourhood near UNESCO-
listed ancient ruins.
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a critical period. While this
moment offers opportunities

the Trading Corporation
of Bangladesh. “This is not
the fair price. This is the

He attributed the erosion
of public trust in the

presidentoftheMetropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI), suggested

their treatment?
He said young people

monetary policy as the only
tool to control inflation. The
central bank will have to

the entire administration
had no empathy for them.

decisions ~ for  capacity
expansion or investment in
any sector, he said.

Senior  Secretary  of
the public administration
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for progress, it also carries  bureaucracy o the moral brought about the change The principal secretary MinistryMokhlesUrRahman
the risk of further decline. It crisis both in the civil and in power sacrificing their questioned ~ why  the and Senior Secretary of the
is up to us [burcaucrats] o police bureaucracies. blood. “Over 400 young DCs, UNOs, divisional Public Security Division —
decide whether we will go for He warned that if reforms ~ people lost their eyesight. commissioners, and even Abdul Momen also spoke

reforms.”
Acknowledging the
frustrations of officials who

served over the last 15 years,  could intensify. “Weshouldhavegratitude  not right.” BASA Secretary Mahbubur i (wiEfe i)
the principal secretary said, “We must change this for them. The sacrifices of He said the students Rahman. 33 W #{fFrr apbiERe
“Some may be hurt by my perception ourselves and  these young people, whoare are not receiving proper The BASA announced T, W

comments, but the reality is
that the civil service was not
focused on public welfare

are not prioritised, societal
discourse questioning the
necessity of the civil service

demonstrate  that  our
service is essential and that
we are the best.”

Just a day before [Thursday],
another injured youth
passed away.

like our children, paved the
way for today’s gathering.
If they hadn’t made these

ministries did not have
empathy for the injured.
“Why is this happening? It’s

treatment and adequate
compensations. “Necessary
arrangements are not being

at the seminar, chaired
by BASA President Anwar
Ullah and moderated by

that it will organise another
seminar soon to discuss
these proposals further.
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