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Holding a newborn in one arm and another child’s hand in the other, a woman crosses a road through a section of a broken divider. Vehicles 
rush by as she helps her son get down from the median. While such actions might save a few minutes, it can also lead to a disaster. The 
photo was taken in Dhaka’s Azimpur area recently.
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MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

The memorabilia of Maulana 
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani, 
a legendary political figure 
and dreamer of independent 
Bangladesh, lie neglected 
in Tangail’s Santosh due to 
indifference of the authorities 
concerned. 

This comes as a matter of much 
regret at a time when the nation 
is set to observe Bhasani’s 48th 
death anniversary today.

Over time, several institutions 
founded by Bhasani have fallen 
into disrepair, and the sites 
associated with his legacy are 
deteriorating due to a lack of 
proper care.

The Bhasani Memorial 
Museum, established in 1986, 
houses numerous artifacts and 
tributes to the leader, including 
the historic Darbar Hall, a symbol 
of his commitment to communal 
harmony. 

The Darbar Hall was a central 
meeting point during the 
Liberation War and witnessed 
significant moments, including 
an all-party conference calling 
for Bangladesh’s independence in 
1971. 

However, both the museum 
and the hall are in urgent need of 
restoration. 

The roof of the Darbar Hall 
leaks, its wooden pillars are 
rotting, and many of Bhasani’s 

cherished items are left in poor 
condition.

Additionally, the trees planted 
by Bhasani have been felled over 
the years, ostensibly for road 
widening, and the field near 
the memorial has been cleared 
to make way for multi-storied 
buildings, further obscuring his 
legacy.

Bhasani founded several 
institutions, including the 
Santosh Islamic University, which 
was later replaced by the Maulana 
Bhasani Science and Technology 
University (MBSTU) in 1999. 

Despite efforts to protect 
these sites, including a 2005 
memorandum of understanding 

TANGAIL’S SANTOSH
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BNP activist 
killed, 3 hurt in 
factional clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Pabna

A BNP activist was killed 
and three others were 
injured in a factional clash 
in Pabna yesterday.

The incident occurred 
at Betepara in Hemayetpur 
under Sadar upazila, police 
said.

Jalal Uddin, 40, a resident 
of Kazipara village and an 
activist of the Hemayetpur 
union unit of BNP, 
succumbed to his injuries on 
the way to Rajshahi Medical 
College Hospital.

Pabna Sadar Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Abdus Salam said the 
clash broke out between 
the supporters of Muntaz 
Ali, a former UP chairman 
and a member of the BNP’s 
upazila unit, and Hasem 
Ali, a former secretary 
of the union unit, over 
establishing supremacy.

Additional police 
personnel were deployed in 
the area to maintain order, 
said the OC, adding that 
an investigation into the 
incident was underway.
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STAR REPORT

The Maha Raas Leela festival, celebrated 
by the indigenous Manipuri community 
in Moulvibazar and the Hindu 
community in Patuakhali and Bagerhat, 
concluded yesterday with colourful and 
lively celebrations.

In Moulvibazar, the festivities began 
on Friday morning and continued till 
yesterday morning in the Madhabpur and 
Adampur areas of Kamalganj upazila. 

The celebrations featured traditional 

Rakhal dances performed by children 
at Joramandap in Madhabpur, followed 
by the night-long Raas dance, which 
depicted the divine plays (leelas) of Lord 
Sree Krishna. Manipuri artists performed 
these dances, captivating the audience 
with their skill. 

Additionally, the Maitai Manipuri 
community held events at the Sana Thakur 
temple in Adampur to mark the occasion.

Laxman Singh, vice president of 
Madhabpur Manipuri Maharaasleela 

Raas festival ends 
amid festivity
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Appropriate action will be taken if any negligence, factual 
errors, or procedural lapses by Rab personnel are found 
during the investigation into the murder of a woman in 
Bogura, said the force yesterday.

The statement came after the two agencies -- Rab and 
Police -- gave contradicting claims about the killing of 
Umme Salma Khatun, 50. 

She was killed at her Joypirpara house in Dupachachia 
upazila, Bogura on November 10.

On November 11, Rab claimed Saad Bin Azizur Rahman, 
a 12th-grader at a local madrasa, killed his mother and hid 
her body in a freezer. However, police said Saad was not 
involved in the crime.

At a press briefing at the Rab Media Centre in Dhaka’s 
Karwan Bazar yesterday, Rab spokesperson Lt Col Munim 
Ferdous faced multiple questions from journalists, 
inquiring whether Rab’s presentation of the victim’s son 
as the killer amounted to a media trial, given that police 
findings contradict Rab’s claims.

In reply, Lt Col Ferdous said they acted based on the 
son’s statement, which they have on record along with 
video footage.

Asked why the son, who allegedly admitted to Rab about 
killing his mother, did not provide the same statement in 
court, Lt Col Ferdous responded, “A confession can take 
various forms -- it can be given to law enforcement or 
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BDI holds 
international 
conference
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Development 
Initiative (BDI), a 30-year-
old diaspora think-tank 
promoting research for 
data-driven policies in 
Bangladesh, recently 
organised an international 
conference at the University 
of California, Berkeley, US. 

The conference titled 
“Bangladesh Reimagined: 
The Next Half-Century” was 
held on November 8-10.

Over 100 academics 
from 25 universities 
and institutions were in 
attendance at the event, 
which was organised 
in partnership with UC 
Berkeley’s Chowdhury 
Center on Bangladesh 
Studies.

Dr Nazrul Islam, former 
chief of Development 
Research at the UN, 
delivered the opening 
keynote. 

Other speakers 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8


