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EU fines Meta 
797m euros 
over abusive 
practices
REUTERS, Brussels

The European Commission 
yesterday fined Meta 
Platforms €797.72 
million ($840.24 million) 
over abusive practices 
benefiting Facebook 
Marketplace, it said in a 
statement, confirming an 
earlier report by Reuters.

“The European 
Commission has fined 
Meta ... for breaching EU 
antitrust rules by tying its 
online classified ads service 
Facebook Marketplace to 
its personal social network 
Facebook and by imposing 
unfair trading conditions 
on other online classified 
ads service providers,” the 
European Commission 
said.

Meta said it will appeal 
the decision, but in the 
meantime, it will comply 
and will work quickly and 
constructively to launch a 
solution which addresses 
the points raised. 

Spain’s Vanguardia 
joins The Guardian 
in leaving X
REUTERS, Madrid

Spanish newspaper La Vanguardia will stop posting 
on billionaire Elon Musk’s X platform and plans to 
suspend its accounts, saying yesterday the social 
media network had become an “echo chamber” for 
disinformation and conspiracy theories.

Spain’s fourth most-read newspaper for general 
news said it would stop posting directly but would 
allow its journalists to maintain personal accounts. 
The editor, Jordi Juan, said he had suspended his 
own account. X did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The move follows Britain’s the Guardian, which 
also cited racism and conspiracy theories for its 
exit from the platform on Tuesday.

The Barcelona-based newspaper, which has 
1.7 million followers on the platform previously 
known as Twitter, said X lacked an “effective 
and reasonable” moderating process since Musk 
bought it in 2022.

“Since the arrival of Musk to X, this platform 
has increasingly tolerated toxic and manipulated 
content thanks to the proliferation of bots,” Juan 
wrote in an editorial. 

“Ideas that violate human rights, such as hatred 
of ethnic minorities, misogyny, and racism, are 
part of the viral content distributed on X, where 
they gain virality and capture more user time to 
earn more money from advertising,” the paper 
added in a leader.

Won’t negotiate 
under ‘intimidation’
Iran tells UN nuke chief

AFP, Tehran

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said yesterday 
that Iran will not negotiate under “intimidation” 
as he held crunch talks with the UN nuclear chief 
weeks before US President-elect Donald Trump 
takes office.

International Atomic Energy Agency chief 
Rafael Grossi said achieving “results” in nuclear 
talks with Iran was vital to avoid a new conflict in 
the region already inflamed by Israel’s war against 
Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.

His visit comes just days after Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz said Iran was “more exposed 
than ever to strikes on its nuclear facilities” giving 
Israel “the opportunity to achieve our most 
important goal”.

Grossi said Iranian nuclear installations 
“should not be attacked” but Trump is expected to 
give Israel a far freer rein after he takes office in 
January.

The IAEA chief described his meeting with 
Araghchi as “indispensable” in a post on X.

Sri Lankans vote in 
parliamentary polls
President expects ‘strong 
majority’

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s new President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
was confident of a victory as polls closed in yesterday’s 
snap legislative elections.

Dissanayake took power in September presidential 
elections on a promise to combat graft and recover 
the country’s stolen assets, two years after an 
unprecedented economic meltdown, when then-
president Gotabaya Rajapaksa was ousted.

Yesterday, the 55-year-old said he expected “a strong 
majority” in parliament to press ahead with his platform.

“We believe that this is a crucial election that will mark 
a turning point in Sri Lanka,” Dissanayake told reporters 
after casting his ballot a polling station in the capital.

“At this election, the NPP expects a mandate for a 
very strong majority in parliament,” he said referring 
to the National People’s Power coalition in which his 
JVP, or the People’s Liberation Front (JVP) is the main 
constituent.

The results will be announced today.

A rescuer stands in the courtyard as fire rages inside a UN school-turned-shelter after it was hit in an Israeli strike in the Rimal 
neighbourhood of Gaza City in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Destruction in north 
Gaza widespread

Say displaced Palestinians as rights group 
warns some may never return

REUTERS, Cairo

Palestinians displaced from northern 
Gaza said Israeli forces had inflicted 
widespread destruction on their home 
districts in their latest six-week-old 
offensive and a rights group raised 
concerns Israel might put 
some areas permanently 
off-limits.

Jabalia, one of the 
largest of Gaza’s eight 
historic refugee 
camps, as well as the 
towns of Beit Lahiya 
and Beit Hanoun and 
nearby villages, were 
among the first targets 
of Israel’s ground offensive 
in October 2023 after Hamas 
members attacked Israel.

Tanks have gone in several more 
times in what Israel says are necessary 
operations against Hamas fighters there 
who still pose a threat. Yesterday, it said 
its troops had killed dozens of “terrorists” 
and found a large quantity of weapons.

Former construction contractor 

Abu Raed, who was displaced from 
Jabalia, said Israeli forces were blowing 
buildings up remotely after booby-
trapping them or sending in robots.

Palestinian health ministry officials 
said Israel’s latest airstrikes killed at 

least 15 people across the enclave, 
including four at Gaza City’s 

Salahudeen School, which 
shelters displaced 

families. At least 43,736 
Palestinians have 
been killed in Israel’s 
offensive on Gaza 
since Oct 7, 2023.  

The Human 
Rights Watch report 

was the latest to 
warn about the dire 

humanitarian situation. 
“Forced displacement has been 

widespread, and the evidence shows it 
has been systematic and part of a state 
policy. Such acts also constitute crimes 
against humanity,” it said.

It said the displacement “is likely 
planned to be permanent in the buffer 
zones and security corridors”.

TOXIC SMOG

Stricter anti-
pollution 
curbs imposed 
in New Delhi
NDTV ONLINE

India’s New Delhi has 
enforced tighter rules to 
control air pollution after 
the air quality index, or 
AQI, reached the ‘severe’ 
category. All non-essential 
construction and demolition 
work are banned, among 
other actions.

The Commission for 
Air Quality Management 
(CAQM) took the decision 
to raise the pollution 
mitigation level to GRAP-
3, effective from 8:00 am 
today.

Primary schools in 
Delhi will switch to online 
learning mode from today, 
Chief Minister Atishi 
announced in a post on X. 
She said the online classes 
for primary school children 
will continue “until further 
directions”.

Doctors have cautioned 
people to stay indoors as 
much as possible.


