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‘Many innocent 
being implicated’
Says home adviser
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Home Adviser to the interim government Lt Gen (retd) 
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury yesterday said action would 
be taken against those who are filing cases to harass 
others.

During a press briefing at Barishal Police Lines, the 
adviser said, “If there are any extortion cases anywhere 
in the country, the police have been given strict 
instructions to take action. If no action is taken, bring 
it to the attention of the IGP.”

“Many cases are being filed, and many innocent 
people are being dragged into them. I am instructing 
the heads of law enforcement agencies to take action 
against those filing such cases. The home ministry has 
issued a circular to prevent the filing of such cases,” he 
added

Responding to journalists, he said, “Indian 
journalists are spreading lies about Chattogram 
constantly. Bangladesh will officially protest against 
such fake news.”

Acknowledging that police are overcoming past 
challenges, he said, “The police force is improving, but 
it will take time. I have been in office for only three 
months. We have gone through a period of trauma and 
need time to recover.”

He also urged the media to come forward in 
combating mob justice.

Soil being extracted from a filled up canal near the Habiganj bypass road in Sylhet yesterday. The 15-acre waterbody 
was filled up by some unscrupulous individuals in July. Following a report from The Daily Star recently, the Department 
of Environment has identified the encroachers and instructed them to restore the canal to its original state. PHOTO: STAR

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

The Manu river in Moulvibazar is facing severe pollution 
as various types of waste, including household garbage, 
are routinely dumped along its banks. 

As a result, the riverbed is being gradually 
filled with non-biodegradable materials 
such as plastic and polythene. Moreover, 
the water itself is being contaminated 
with decaying waste.

During the monsoon, the river’s swift 
currents temporarily conceal the waste, 
but as the water recedes, heaps of garbage 
become visible along the two-kilometre 
stretch from Chandnighat Manu Bridge to 
Borahat in Moulvibazar Municipality.

Locals, many of whom rely on the river for 
bathing and household activities, are unknowingly 
exposing themselves to health risks by using this polluted 

water. Additionally, market waste, spoiled produce, and 
animal remains are also discarded into the river, often 
under the cover of night.

Md Abdul Khaliq, a retired teacher, and Mujahid 
Ahmed, editor of the literary magazine 

Chotokagaz Chorus, said the situation 
is not limited to the Manu River; even 

the Shanti Bagh Walkway, located 
along the riverbanks, has become a 
dumping ground, further polluting the 
environment. 

Acknowledging the issue, Abdul 
Motin, waste management officer for 

Moulvibazar municipality, said they 
have undertaken plans to raise awareness 

through loudspeakers, as well as banners and 
posters in prominent locations.

“However, locals’ cooperation is essential to make 
these efforts successful,” he added.

A dumping zone called Manu river

‘We won’t tolerate 
militancy’
Says law adviser
DU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh would not 
tolerate extremism or 
militancy under any 
circumstances, said Law 
Adviser Prof Asif Nazrul 
yesterday. 

Speaking at a memorial 
event at the Judicial Administration Training 
Institute in Dhaka, Nazrul accused certain 
“friendly countries” of exaggerating the militant 
issue to undermine Bangladesh. 

“These countries often discredit Bangladesh, 
blowing events out of proportion,” he said.

The event, organised by the Bangladesh Judicial 
Service Association, commemorated Judges 
Jagannath Pare and Shaheed Sohel Ahmed, who 
were killed in a bomb attack by banned outfit  JMB 
on November 14, 2005.

Nazrul highlighted the dangers of terrorism, 
calling it a force that can “turn people into ruthless 
beings”. He said the 2005 attack was a  reminder of 
the horrors of extremism. 

He warned that the country’s stability was 
threatened not only by extremism but also by 
political agendas and international conspiracies. 

“To ensure the best for our people, we must 
protect Bangladesh from terrorism and prevent 
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MURDER CASES

Ex-AL MPs 
Solaiman, 
Mukul sent 
to jail
COURT 
CORRESPONDENT

Former Awami League 
lawmakers Mohammad 
Solaiman Salim and Ali 
Azam Mukul were sent 
to jail in two separate 
murder cases yesterday.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Awlad 
Hossain Muhammad 
Jonaid sent Solaiman, 
former lawmaker for 
Dhaka-7, to jail in a 
case filed over the death 
of 16-year-old Rakib 
Howlader in Dhaka’s 
Chawkbazar on August 
5, a court staffer said.

On September 23, 
Jahangir Hossain, father 
of the victim, filed the 
case with Chawkbazar 
Police Station.
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