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prompting her to plan the 
killing, the SP said. 

As part of the plan, 
Ruma called Joshim to her 
flat on November 10 night 
and served him drinks 
mixed with sedatives. As 
Joshim fell unconscious 
after taking the drink, she 
dismembered his body into 
seven pieces with machete 
and hacksaw blade.

Later, she took Joshim’s 
body parts in separate 
polythene bags and 
dumped those in a lake in 
Purbachal area in phases 
using ridesharing vehicles 
and CNG-auto-rickshaws, 
the police official added.

Police also took a 
female friend of Ruma into 
custody for questioning.

On Wednesday, police 
discovered Joshim’s body 

parts wrapped in three 
plastic bags in a lake in 
Sector 5 of Purbachal. 
More body parts were also 
recovered from the lake 
later by police. The same 
night, family members 
at Narayanganj General 
Hospital identified the body 
parts as that of Joshim, 59, 
owner of Chand Dyeing & 
Processing Industries Pvt 
Ltd in Narayanganj.

Joshim, a recipient of top 
taxpayer award, hailed from 
Fatullah of Narayanganj, 
and lived with his wife, two 
sons and a daughter in 
Bashundhara Residential 
Area of the capital. 

Joshim’s family had 
reported him missing on 
November 11 after he did 
not return home.

Saiful Islam Sihab, 
Joshim’s youngest son, said 

his father left the house on 
November 10 evening. 

Joshim had told his driver 
he was going to his factory in 
Narayanganj after leaving 
his personal car in Gulshan. 

He last spoke to his 
wife around 11:30pm, but 
both his phone numbers 
were found unreachable 
next morning, Sihab also 
said, adding that they had 
no knowledge about his 
alleged affair.

The family demanded a 
thorough investigation and 
justice for Joshim’s murder.

After recovery of Joshim’s 
body, a case was filed with 
Rupganj Police Station 
against unknown persons.

Police are continuing 
investigation to determine 
whether Ruma had any 
accomplices, SP Pratyush 
added.

Ex-AL MPs
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Solaiman, son of former 
AL-backed lawmaker Haji 
Md Salim, was arrested in 
Gulshan early yesterday.

Meanwhile, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Sefatullah sent former 
Bhola-2 MP Ali Azam Mukul 
to jail in a case filed over 
the death of a 12th-grader, 
Nahidul Islam, in Mirpur on 
July 19 after police produced 
the accused before the court.

On Wednesday, Mukul 
was arrested in Hazaribagh.

On August 27, 
Mohammad Sabuj, cousin 
of the victim, filed a murder 
case with the court against 
former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina and 299 
others. The court then 
directed the Mirpur Police 
Station officer-in-charge 
to register it as a first 
information report (FIR).

In addition, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Sharifur Rahman 
yesterday placed additional 
superintendent of police 
Alep Uddin on a two-day 
remand in a case filed over 
the death of a university 
student, Jobayer Omor 
Khan, in Jatrabari on 
August 5.

Alep was produced 
before the court with a 
five-day remand prayer in 
the case a day after he was 
arrested in Barishal.

On August 22, Jabed 
Imran Khan, brother of 
Jobayer, filed a murder 
case with Jatrabari Police 
Station against Hasina and 
126 others.

We won’t
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any domestic or foreign 
forces from exploiting 
these issues,” he added.

He labelled the last 15 
years of Awami League rule 
as a “fascist regime”, which 
he claimed had inflated the 
image of radicalism to draw 
international interference.

Families of the late 
judges, including Sohel 
Ahmed’s son, Ahmed 
Iftikhar, attended the 
event. 

The association provided 
financial assistance to the 
families.

DU would welcome
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He spoke about the 
challenges DU has faced 
since taking over the 
colleges in 2017. 

“Dhaka University 
took on the responsibility 
of managing the seven 
colleges without adequate 
preparation. Ensuring 
the quality of education 
at these colleges required 
essential resources -- both 
financial and human -- 
which the government was 
expected to provide but 
failed to do. 

From the outset, DU was 
unprepared to handle the 
extensive administrative 
demands of these colleges. 
Effective management 
required additional 
manpower and funding, 
yet neither was provided by 
the government,” Mamun 
said.

“Without the necessary 
resources and preparation, 
the situation at these 
colleges only grew more 
complex over time. DU 
assumed responsibility, 
but without a proper 
managerial system in place, 
we struggled to fulfil our 
duties effectively. 

This lack of resources 
meant that faculty and 
students alike faced 
increasing frustration, 
as we were assigned 
responsibilities that we 
couldn’t fully manage.”

He acknowledged the 
frustrations of seven college 
students, but added the 
unplanned affiliation has 

strained DU’s resources.
He said an end to the 

union could allow DU 
to better serve its own 
students. However, he also 
said that the separation 
would require a transitional 
period.

“Even if the government 
decides to sever the 
affiliation, it won’t happen 
overnight,” he said.

DU is prepared to manage 
the colleges during the 
transition if the government 
provides necessary 
resources, he added.

Reinstate
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the establishment of a 
Citizens’ Rights Court in 
each district to uphold 
these rights. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
he recommended 
amending Article 102 to 
include a provision for 
compensating victims of 
harassment and amending 
Article 149 to distinguish 
between the state and the 
government.

The commission also 
heard from Jatiya Press 
Club President Hasan 
Hafiz, Dr Saeed Mehboob-
ul-Qadir, organisational 
secretary of the 
Doctors Association of 
Bangladesh, Dr Faizul 
Hakim, vice-president 
of the Doctors Platform 
for People’s Health, and 
Dr Md Harun-Rashid, a 
DPPH member.

Commission Chair Prof 
Ali Riaz presided over 
the meeting, joined by 
members Prof Sumaiya 
Khair, Barrister Imran 
Siddiq, Prof Mohammad 
Ikramul Haque, Sharif 
Bhuiyan, Barrister M Moin 
Alam Firozi, Firoz Ahmed, 
and Md Mustain Billah.

The commission 
announced plans to 
continue consultations 
with various organisations 
and stakeholders in the 
coming days.

A rocky relationship
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planning to end the DU 
affiliation for the colleges 
and exploring options for 
an independent university.

On November 5, student 
representatives from 
the seven colleges met 
with Education Adviser 
Wahiduddin Mahmud, 
who assured them that 
the affiliation would be 
cancelled.

The adviser requested 
time to create a new 
structure, potentially 
forming a separate 
university exclusively for 
the colleges.

In a meeting held 
on November 2 at the 
office of the DU vice-
chancellor, pro-VCs and 
representatives from 
the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement echoed 
similar sentiments.

Youth and Sports Affairs 
Adviser Asif Mahmud was 
present at the meeting, 
where students called 
for a resolution to the 
longstanding issues facing 
both DU and the seven 
colleges.

Abdur Rahman, a Dhaka 
College student, said they 
have paused their protests 

demanding a separate 
university for now, trusting 
in the government’s 
commitment to address 
their demands.

“The adviser assured us 
that DU affiliation will end 
and asked for logical time 
to form an independent 
institution,” he said.

According to another 
student representative, the 
government has assured 
them that the colleges will 
not be returned to their 
prior affiliation with the 
National University.

However, no specific 
deadline for the plan’s 
finalisation was provided, 
he added.

A government official 
hinted that the University 
Grants Commission will 
be consulted to assess the 
infrastructural needs of an 
independent institution.

A committee of experts 
is expected to evaluate the 
impact of the proposed 
split on educational 
standards and student 
welfare, said sources from 
both the government and 
the students.

Meanwhile, relevant 
advisers are expected to 
conduct on-site visits to the 
colleges soon, the sources 
added.

Students hope this 
potential “separation” 
will end years of academic 
delays and open the door to 
a system that better meets 
their needs.
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supremacy of the 
constitution and 
disregarded the will of the 
people.

“The caretaker 
government was essential 
for establishing democracy 
and ensuring free and fair 
elections. Without it, there 
is no mechanism to hold 
credible elections. The 
abolition of the caretaker 
system has dismantled our 
constitutional institutions 
and electoral process, 
including local government 
elections. Bangladesh 
has lost its standing as a 
democratic nation and is 
now seen as an autocratic 
regime in the global 
community,” he added.

Meanwhile, Manir 
petitioned to annul Article 
70 of the constitution, 
which prevents lawmakers 
from voting against their 
own party in parliament. 
He argued that Article 70 
stifles MPs’ freedom of 
expression, a fundamental 
constitutional right.

Manir further contended 

that the 15th amendment 
has entrenched an 
authoritarian regime, 
eroding democratic 
principles, the rule of law, 
and fundamental rights. 
The amendment has 
disrupted the mechanisms 
for fair elections, separation 
of powers, and judicial 
independence, he said.

Manir argued that the 
caretaker government 
system, introduced by the 
13th amendment through 
political consensus, had 
become a “basic structure” 
of the constitution and 
should be preserved. 

Consequently, he called 
for the repeal of the 15th 
amendment, excluding a 
few select provisions.

Earlier, on August 19, a 
separate HC bench led by 
Justice Naima Haider issued 
a rule asking authorities 
to explain why the 15th 
amendment should not be 
declared unconstitutional. 
The rule also queried 
whether actions taken under 
this amendment should be 
deemed irreversible.

Aranyak Natyadal performs in front of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy yesterday 
as part of their programme, demanding security for theatre activists. The slogan 
for the event was “Theatre is our right, no one can stop it”. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


