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Controversial 
people shouldn’t 
be given charge 
Says Fakhrul; Rizvi regrets 
comment on Bangabandhu’s 
portrait removal

Appointment 
of HC judges to 
be transparent
Says chief justice
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed has said 
that necessary initiatives will be taken 
soon to introduce a transparent and 
accountable process for appointments of 
High Court judges.

“The Supreme Court has already revived 
the Supreme Judicial Council to ensure 
the independence of the judiciary. Steps 
will be taken soon for the implementation 
of e-judiciary to bring transparency 
in the judicial process along with the 
modernisation of the judiciary and 
increasing the accessibility of the judicial 
system,” he said.

He said this while addressing as 
keynote speaker at a regional conference 
in Thailand’s Bangkok on Monday. The 
conference, organised by UNDP, Thailand 
Institute of Justice, UNEP, IDLO, Unesco, 
Unicef, UN Women Asia and the Pacific, 
Pathfinders, and World Justice Project, 
was attended by representatives from 
different countries and Pacific region, an 
SC press release said yesterday.

Take effective 
steps to prevent 
dengue: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday ordered the 
government and Dhaka city corporations 
to take all necessary and effective measures 
to prevent rapid spreading of dengue and 
other diseases infected by mosquitos in 
the capital as well as the whole country.

The authorities concerned have been 
asked to submit a report before the HC 
after complying with the directive in 30 
days.

In response to a petition, the HC 
asked the authorities to form a high-
powered committee with the national 
and international experts in 60 days for 
exploring and suggesting a permanent 
solution on the matter of prevention, 
control and eradication of dengue and 
other diseases infected by mosquitos.

The court also issued a rule asking the 
officials concerned of the government 
and DCCs to explain why their inaction 
in preventing spread of dengue and other 
diseases infected by mosquitoes should 
not be declared illegal.
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KMCH struggles to cope 
with dengue patients

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Khulna is witnessing a surge in the 
number of dengue patients every 
passing day. 

Now, Khulna Medical College Hospital 
is grappling with the surge of dengue 
patients getting admitted.

The hospital currently has 145 dengue 
patients being treated, up from an 
average of 80-100 patients last week.

However, KMCH authority has not 
appointed any specialist doctor to treat 
these patients and there is no separate 
ward for them. 

Visiting the hospital recently, this 
correspondent observed that dengue 
patients were being treated across six 
different units in the Medical Ward. 
Amid an acute shortage of beds, many 
patients are being treated on the floors.

Some patients and their relatives 
also complained that they are being 
compelled to buy medicines themselves.

Lovely Khatun, a local, recently went 

to Dhaka for a recruitment test, and fell 
ill. After seeking treatment at Islamia 
Hospital in Motijheel, she was diagnosed 
with dengue. Lovely then returned to 
Khulna and was admitted to KMCH last 
Friday. However, a shortage of beds has 
left her receiving treatment on the floor.

Lovely said although her platelet count 
has dropped to 42,000, the hospital 
has not been providing medication and 
saline, so she had to purchase those 
herself.

Halima Begum, another patient, was 
laying there without a mosquito net. “It 
is very hot, but there is no fan here, so I 
removed the net,” she said.

“My oxygen level and hemoglobin 
have been dropping since yesterday. The 
hospital hardly provided any medicine. 
I have spent Tk 3,700 already for 
medicines and tests,’’ she alleged. 

According to KMCH sources, patients 
diagnosed with dengue or dengue 
symptoms have been coming from 

across the city, different upazilas and 
neighbouring districts. 

This year, 850 dengue patients have 
so far been treated in the hospital, while 
13 died, the sources added.

Dr Suhash Ranjan Halder, focal 
person (dengue) at KMCH, said dengue 
patients were being kept separately, but 
pressure of incoming patients left them 
struggling to isolate them from others. 

“We instructed to keep them inside 
mosquito nets, but some patients and 
attendants have not been listening,” he 
added.

Dr Muhammad Nurul Islam, deputy 
director of KMCH, said they are working 
to prepare a separate ward for dengue 
patients if the number increases further. 

“There are some 1,600-1,700 patients 
being treated against the available 
500 beds. As such, there is not enough 
medicine for all. However, we are 
providing free medicine to dengue 
patients as much as possible,” he added.

Dengue patients are being treated on the floors of Khulna Medical College Hospital amid a shortage of available beds and no 
designated dengue ward. Khulna is presently witnessing a surge in the number of dengue patients every day. Currently 145 
dengue patients are being treated, up from an average of 80-100 patients from last week. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday urged the government to 
refrain from appointing those whose actions may 
provoke controversies.

“We must remember that the 
opportunity created through the 

recent student-led mass movement 
towards reforming the state must 
not be missed. Missing this 
opportunity will endanger our 
identity as a nation,” the BNP 
leader said.

Fakhrul made the remarks at 
the inauguration of the Shaheed 

Zia Memorial Football Tournament, 
organised by the Lalmonirhat district BNP 

at Borobari College.
He called for a strong movement if necessary, 

noting that the current government, which 
came to power during a crucial phase following 
the uprising, is not like previous caretaker 
administrations.

Fakhrul stressed the importance of both 
elections and reforms across various sectors.

“The government should be given time, and we 
must demonstrate patience while cooperating 
with them,” he added.

Meanwhile, hours after stating that 
Bangabandhu’s photo should not have been 
removed from Bangabhaban, BNP Senior Joint 
Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi reversed his 
stance and expressed regret yesterday afternoon.
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