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China, Indonesia 
sign $10b deals
REUTERS, Beijing

China and Indonesia signed deals worth $10 billion 
at the Indonesia-China Business Forum in Beijing 
on Sunday, spanning sectors including food, new 
energy, technology, and biotechnology, Chinese 
state media reported.

The forum followed a meeting on Saturday 
between Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, who is 
in China through Nov. 10, the first country he has 
visited since taking office last month.

Prabowo, who won Indonesia’s presidential 
election in February, also chose China for his first 
visit as president elect, underscoring Jakarta’s 
commitment to stronger strategic ties with Beijing.

In a joint statement after the leaders’ meeting, 
the countries agreed to enhance collaboration 
in sectors such as new energy vehicles, lithium 
batteries, photovoltaics, and the digital economy.

They also pledged to strengthen partnership on 
the global energy transition and jointly ensure the 
security of global mineral supply and industrial 
chains, the statement said.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(NOV 12, 

2024)

Tk 68-Tk 80

Tk 52-Tk 55

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 167-Tk 168

Tk 65-Tk 75

Tk 130-Tk 150

Tk 48-Tk 50

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

2.78

1.90

0

0

8.77

27.27

21.74

-14.78

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

9.63

7.00

-5.56

0

9.84

47.37

12.00

15.29

SOURCE: TCB

STAR BUSINESS DESK

AB Bank PLC recently organised a daylong 
training programme on “Prevention of 
Trade-Based Money Laundering” for its 
officials of authorised dealer branches and 
head office.

Mohammad Mokter Hossain, additional 
director of Bangladesh Financial 
Intelligence Unit (BFIU), attended the 
training programme as the chief guest, the 

bank said in a press release.
Kaiser A Chowdhury, consultant of 

AB Bank Foundation, and Md Aminur 
Rahman, deputy managing director and 
chief anti-money laundering compliance 
officer of the bank, were present as special 
guests.

Mohammad Mokter Hossain, additional 
director of BFIU, and Md Mosharrof 
Hossain, joint director, along with other 
senior bank officials, were also present.

Mohammad Mokter Hossain, additional director of Bangladesh Financial Intelligence 
Unit, poses for photographs with participants of a training programme on “Prevention 
of Trade Based Money Laundering” organised by AB Bank for officials of its authorised 
dealer branches and head office at the latter’s office in Dhaka recently. 

AB Bank holds anti-money 
laundering training

PHOTO: AB BANK

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Elite Hitech Industries Ltd recently 
launched a new model of refrigerant-
based air conditioners, R290, which the 
AC-maker describes as “a leap forward 
in eco-friendly cooling technology” in 
Bangladesh.

The R290, a hydrocarbon refrigerant, 
features zero ozone depletion potential 
and low global warming potential, the 
company said in a press release.

This innovation directly aligns with 
global environmental goals established 
by the Montreal Protocol and the Kigali 
Amendment, which aim to phase out 
Hydrochlorofluorocarbons and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Md Shafiqul Islam, managing 
director of the company and Noor 

A Alam, deputy managing director, 
unveiled the air conditioners.

Md Ziaul Hoque, director of the 
Department of Environment, Arif 
Mohammad Faisal, programme 
specialist at UNDP Bangladesh, Md 
Ali Ahammad Shoukat Choudhury, 
Md Zahurul Haq, Mohammad Arif 
Hasan Mamun, and Aloke Kumar 
Mozumder, professors of the 
Bangladesh University of Engineering 
and Technology (Buet), attended the 
programme.

The R290 models are equipped with 
specialised features, including energy 
efficiency and cost savings, enhanced 
cooling performance, quiet operation 
for maximum comfort, advanced safety 
with leak detection and durable design 
and extended warranty.

Md Shafiqul Islam, managing director of Elite Hitech Industries, attends the 
launching ceremony of a new model of air conditioner of the company, styled 
“R290”, in the capital recently. PHOTO: ELITE HITECH INDUSTRIES

Elite Hitech launches 
eco-friendly AC

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Midland Bank PLC has won the 
“Excellence in Consumer Cards – 
Prepaid” award in the prepaid card 
category at the “Visa Leadership 
Conclave Bangladesh 2024”.

Md Ahsan-uz Zaman, 
managing director and CEO of 
the bank, received the award from 
Sandeep Ghosh, group country 
manager for India and South 
Asia at Visa, at a function at the 
Sheraton Dhaka in the capital’s 

Banani recently, according to a 
press release.

“As we journey with the nation 
toward a cashless future, we are 
grateful for partners like Visa, who 
share our vision,” Zaman said.

“We look forward to further 

collaboration with VISA to 
support the nation’s growth by 
encouraging secure, simple, and 
safe payment solutions.”

He extended his gratitude to 
the bank’s customers, regulators, 
and partners for their continuous 
trust, and thanked his colleagues, 
whose dedication made this 
achievement possible.

The award reflects Midland 
Bank’s commitment to advancing 
a cashless economy and delivering 
secure and seamless payment 
experiences for customers.

Midland Bank is always 
committed to promoting 
development and inclusion.

Known for introducing 
pioneering digital payment 
solutions, the bank offers 
innovative card solutions designed 
to enhance the lives of customers.

Through ongoing investments 
in communities and innovative 
products, the bank plays a vital 
role in enabling customers to save, 
spend, and access exceptional 
rewards and offers.

Among others, Md Zahid 
Hossain, deputy managing 
director of the bank, and Md 
Abed-ur-Rahman, head of cards, 
were present.

Midland Bank wins award at Visa 
Leadership Conclave

Md Ahsan-uz Zaman, managing director and CEO of Midland Bank PLC, receives an award from Sandeep 
Ghosh, group country manager for India and South Asia at Visa, at Visa Leadership Conclave Bangladesh 
2024 at the Sheraton Dhaka in the capital’s Banani recently.  PHOTO: MIDLAND BANK

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Banglalink has launched a new digital 
lifestyle prepaid package, styled “RYZE”, 
aimed at empowering young users with a 
dynamic digital experience.

Aligning with the government’s vision 
to support youth through upskilling 
opportunities, the new pack provides 
AI-powered productivity tools for self-
development.

The launch event was held at Aloki on 
Tejgaon-Gulshan Link Road in the capital 
recently, the mobile operation said in a 
press release.

Under this package, RYZE offers a 
unique feature of “endless internet”, 
where all data packs ensure continued 
internet availability even if the purchased 
volume is consumed before the pack’s 
expiry.

Kaan Terzioglu, group chief executive 
officer of VEON, said, “VEON is 
committed to empowering individuals 
through technology that not only 
connects them but also enhances their 
potential. Our augmented intelligence 
1440 (AI1440) strategy is designed to 
offer customers access to AI-powered 
services that are relevant during every 
minute of the day.”

“This approach prioritises digital 
solutions for professional and personal 
life, with super apps playing an important 
role in this vision.”

“With RYZE, we aim to contribute to 
building a digitally connected Bangladesh 
filled with innovative minds,” he added.

Erik Aas, chief executive officer of 
Banglalink, said, “RYZE exemplifies our 
commitment to empowering the youthful 
communities we serve through seamless 

digital solutions that meet the unique 
needs of the next generation.

“By integrating AI-driven productivity 
tools, RYZE delivers a comprehensive 
lifestyle experience, from skill 
development to entertainment, ensuring 
it resonates with the digital-first 
generation,” Aas added.

RYZE is available to all mobile users 

across any network.
It also aims to enhance entertainment 

options by providing easy access to a 
wide range of streaming services, digital 
content and gamification features, 
making it an ideal choice for the country’s 
dynamic youth.

Huseyin Turker, chief technology and 
information officer of the mobile operator, 

Muhammad Mahbub Islam, internal 
audit director, Jahrat Adib Chowdhury, 
chief legal officer, Taimur Rahman, chief 
corporate and regulatory affairs officer, 
and Muniruzzaman Sheikh, chief ethics 
and compliance officer, along with 
key leaders of the operator, prominent 
guests, influencers, students and business 
partners were also present.

Jahrat Adib Chowdhury, chief legal officer of Banglalink, speaks while unveiling a new digital lifestyle prepaid package, styled 
“RYZE”, at Aloki on Tejgaon-Gulshan Link Road in the capital recently. PHOTO: BANGLALINK

Banglalink launches AI-powered 
lifestyle pack RYZE


