
NEWS
Rizwana seeks
FROM PAGE 5

United Kingdom on 
critical environmental 
and climate issues. 
Topics included climate 
resilience, biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable 
water management, 
and joint efforts to 
achieve Bangladesh’s 
environmental and climate 
objectives.

Both sides underscored 
the importance of 
strengthening partnerships 
in climate action, 
particularly in advancing 
adaptation measures and 
mitigating climate impacts 
on vulnerable communities 
in Bangladesh. High 
Commissioner Cooke 
reiterated the UK’s 
commitment to supporting 
Bangladesh’s vision for a 
sustainable and climate-
resilient future.

Judge me
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When asked about the 
criticism from student 
movement leaders, the 
cultural adviser replied, 
“My position, what I do, 
what I’ve done -- if you 
check my Facebook activity 
over the last 15 years, you 
will understand. Don’t just 
look at a few posts, look 
at all of it. You can also 
understand my position by 
watching my films.”

He continued, “To say 
that I support fascists is 
unbelievable. There is no 
need to respond to this. 
Read my writing -- ‘What 
shall we do with this 
consciousness?’, which 
I wrote in 2014, the day 
fascism began at Shahbagh. 
Also, in 2015, I wrote an 
article titled ‘In Search of 
Buts and Ifs’.”

“Whether I stood 
against fascism or not -- I 
did not come to take this 
ministerial position as 
a reward for that. What 
matters is whether I can do 
this job. Those who believe 
in me, think I can do it. 
Then I thought, yes, maybe 
I can. So, judge me by my 
work,” Farooki said.

People forced
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organisation just to help 
your business.”

“We have seen that 
politics was taken away 
from politicians and went 
to business people who are, 
I am sorry to say, actually 
a bunch of criminals. They 
did not keep the dignity 
the community deserves. 
I think the community 
deserves better, and we 
have respectable people.”

To the business 
community, he said “I will 
utilise every power in my 
capacity to make your cost 
of doing business easy.”

Govt’s intention
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Muktijoddha Dal to 
commemorate National 
Revolution and Solidarity 
Day, marking the civil-
military uprising of 
November 7, 1975.

Hafiz, a BNP standing 
committee member, 
said the Awami League’s 
fascist government under 
the leadership of Sheikh 
Hasina has destroyed all 
the country’s institutions, 
including the police. “They 
turned the police into a 
killer force.”

He said Sheikh Hasina’s 
government enacted a 
dangerous law like the 
Digital Security Act to 
suppress the voice of the 
people and dissent.

Protect journos
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Other recommendations 
included ending the 
surveillance and 
harassment of journalists, 
implementing journalist 
protection legislation, and 
reforming the Bangladesh 
Press Council to establish 
it as an independent entity.

CPJ also advocated 
for improved press 
accreditation processes, 
unrestricted visas for 
foreign journalists, and 
unimpeded access to 
media outlets and internet 
services.

It said these reforms are 
crucial for safeguarding 
press freedom and ensuring 
a robust, independent 
press in Bangladesh amid 
growing threats to media 
rights.

Give timeline for phasing out fossil fuel
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During COP-15 in 
Copenhagen, a global 
fund was promised, in 
which developed countries 
were supposed to deposit 
$100 billion a year to help 
underdeveloped nations 
battle climate change. Even 
though COP-29 is about to 
start, the first $100 billion 
for the fund has yet to be 
raised.

Civil society groups 
said 300 million people 
are suffering from food 
insecurity around the 
world and need to adapt to 
climate change impacts.

“The existing climate 
financing system is 

extremely unfair and 
debt-driven. So, the New 
Collective Quantified Goal 
on Climate Change [NCQG] 
must be designed through 
ensuring a percentage of 
Gross National Income 
of developed countries,” 
said Aminul Hoque, who 
represents Bangladeshi 
NGO EquityBD.

Thailk Kariyawasan, 
from Sri Lanka, said to get 
global temperatures back 
to pre-industrial levels, the 
global annual greenhouse 
gas emissions gap must 
be narrowed, and this will 
be possible by relentlessly 
strengthening mitigation 
action for this decade. 

“So, COP29 must 
deliver a clear timeline for 
transitioning away from 
fossil fuels, leading to 
complete phase out,” he said. 

Tetet Neura Lauron, 
of from Philippines and 
representing the Rosa 
Luxemburg Foundation, 
said international financial 
institutions and the 
industrialised countries 
must stop their overreliance 
on private sector and plan 
in a participatory manners.

“We urgently need public 
finance policies, priorities, 
and governance to push 
a 1.5-degree aligned, 
just transition, rooted 
in collective wellbeing 

following global and local 
equity,” she added. 

Soumya Datta of India 
said Azerbaijan has an 
opportunity to show genuine 
climate leadership, learning 
from previous COP events by 
focusing the debate on the 
decarbonisation dilemmas 
of Petro-states. 

Illegal canal
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students, and villagers alike. 
“If it collapses entirely, it will 
cause major disruptions for 
us all,” he said.

Contacted, Ferdaus, one 
of the fish farmers involved, 
said he was in Dhaka and 
claimed, “I’m collecting 
what I’m owed from Sani, so 
I went ahead with the fish 
harvest. But I don’t know 
if this is what’s causing the 
road to collapse.” 

Sani, however, 
disagreed, saying, “I 
advised against draining 
the canal, but Ferdaus 
ignored me and continued. 
He is responsible for this 
damage.”Kalapara Upazila 
Assistant Commissioner 
(Land), Kaushik Ahmed, 
visited the site after being 
informed of the situation. 

He confirmed that 
the canal soil was indeed 
excavated illegally last year, 
and that water removal 
from the canal this year 
has further weakened the 
road’s structure. 

“We estimate the 
damage to the road at Tk 
50 crore. We are initiating 
legal action against those 
responsible for these 
unlawful activities,” he said.

Bangabandhu’s photo
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democratic ‘72 constitution 
to famine, laundering 
of billions [of takas], and 
extrajudicial killings of 
thousands of dissidents and 
opponents (1972-75, 2009-
2024). Then, we can talk 
about pre-’71 Sheikh Mujib. 
Without apologies and trials 
of fascists, there won’t be 
any kind of reconciliation.”

When contacted, the 
president’s press secretary, 
Joynal Abedin, did not 
respond.

However, a press wing 
official said the photo of 
Bangabandhu was present 
on Sunday night when 
three new advisers took 
their oath in Darbar Hall.

“They went home after 
the oath programme; I have 
no knowledge about the 

incident,” he added.
According to Article 

4A of Bangladesh’s 
Constitution, “The Portrait 
of the Father of the Nation, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman shall be 
preserved and displayed” 
in key government offices, 
including those of the 
president, prime minister, 
Speaker, and chief justice, 
as well as in government and 
semi-government offices, 
educational institutions, 
and embassies.”

In 2000, the Awami 
League government passed 
a law making it obligatory 
for all government offices 
to display Bangabandhu’s 
portrait. However, this law 
was repealed in 2001 when 
the BNP-led government 
took office.

Railway cancels lease of 24 privately-run trains
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BR, amid a huge crisis 
of manpower, started a 
private sector association 
of its commercial and other 
activities in 1997. 

Under the arrangement, 
a private company, through 
competitive bidding, will 
earn the job of selling train 
tickets as fixed by BR and 
checking those on board.

The company will give 
a fixed amount to BR 
yearly and take the rest of 
the money they will earn 
from selling tickets to 
passengers.

Currently, 37 trains 
are now being operated 
by private operators, with 

most of them operated 
by four companies -- LR 
Trading, TM Trading, SR 
Trading, and NL Trading -- 
reportedly owned by Ripan 
and his family, sources said.

In the letter, the ministry 
also said the railway 
authority in April 2019 
decided not to lease out 
any more trains on private 
operation due to different 
complexities.

As per the contracts, 
the authority can cancel 
the contract for violations 
of conditions like carrying 
people on the trains’ 
rooftops and overcharging 
passengers.

The letter, however, did 

not mention any particular 
reason behind the 
cancellation of the lease of 
24 trains.

BR sources, however, 
said Ripan has established 
a monopoly in private 
operators of railways by 
opening several companies.

He managed some 
previous ministers and 
top officials to continue 
the jobs without any fresh 
bidding, they said.

However, the BR DG 
could not give details 
on the fate of the rest 
of the 13 trains that are 
also operated by private 
operators.

Meanwhile, a BR official 

said several petitions are 
now pending with the High 
Court over the 13 trains, 
and that’s why the ministry 
did not take any decision 
about them.

The ministry, however, 
asked a joint secretary of 
the ministry to talk with the 
Attorney General’s Office 
so that petitions could be 
disposed of soon, he said, 
wishing anonymity.

Both zones have already 
started the process to cancel 
the contracts and initiate a 
fresh bidding process soon, 
BR sources said.

The Daily Star could not 
reach Ripan over the phone 
for comments.

No need to change
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and election 
commissioners. If they 
are not qualified, there 
would be many obstacles 
in the way of holding fair 
elections,” he said. 

Abu Hena said the 
political parties need to 
pick qualified persons as 
their candidates for the 
elections. 

“The selection process 
of the party’s candidates 
should be fairer. The 
candidates should be 
selected by the grassroots, 
not the high-ups, he said.

In response to a question 
over the amendment of the 
Representation of People 
Order (RPO), he stressed 
enforcement of laws rather 
than bringing amendments 
to these.

Noting that it is the 
Election Commission 
that enforces the laws, the 
former CEC said, “If there 

are qualified people, they 
can conduct good elections 
even during the regime of 
political governments.”

Meanwhile, Electoral 
System Reform 
Commission’s chief Dr 
Badiul Alam Majumdar 
said they are reviewing all 
laws and rules and have 
identified many issues. 

“We hope that we will 
place our proposals in 
time,” he said.

Dr Majumdar said 
they have received many 
proposals from political 
parties, formally and 
informally.

“Hopefully we 
will receive more 
proposals. I will present 
recommendations based 
on everyone’s opinions. 
We hope it will pave the 
way for fair and impartial 
elections,” said the chief of 
the electoral system reform 
commission.
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CITY DESK

The third international conference titled “Innovation 
and Transformation for Development” concluded at 
Green University of Bangladesh on Sunday night. 

Speakers emphasised the importance of creating new 
knowledge, fostering innovation, and driving intellectual 
transformation to achieve sustainable development. 
They said research plays the most significant role in 
advancing a nation, and the stronger the research, the 
greater the progress a nation will make.

Scholars and researchers from the US, Australia, 
Bangladesh, and many other nations delivered lectures 
at the event. Organised by the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences, the conference took place at the university’s 
permanent campus in Purbachal, American City. 

The conference was chaired by Prof M Shahidullah, 
dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, with 
speeches delivered by the Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Mohammad Shorif Uddin, Pro-VC Prof Dr Khawza 
Iftekhar Uddin Ahmed, Treasurer Prof Md Fayzur 
Rahman, and others.

‘Research key to 
advancing a nation’

2-day int’l conference ends 
at Green University

An excavator demolishing an illegal structure beside the Barishal-Patuakhali Highway yesterday. The Roads 
and Highways department conducted the drive. The photo was taken in Barishal city’s Rupatoli area.
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