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Prof Yunus leaves for Azerbaijan today
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capital Baku for the annual climate 
summit to discuss how to avoid 
increasing threats from climate 
change in a place that was one of the 
birthplaces of the oil industry.

Prof Yunus will lead a small 
delegation and attend more than 
10 high-level events that will be 
addressed by global leaders from 
around 200 countries.

The 29th Conference of the Parties 
to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP29) will be held 
from November 11-22.

However, Prof Yunus will attend 
the world leaders’ summit scheduled 
for November 12-13 and will return 
home on November 14.

Foreign Minister Md Touhid 
Hossain, who is now visiting Saudi 
Arabia, will be joining the Bangladesh 
delegation from there.

“We will be focusing on our 
priorities that include net zero 
emission, climate financing, loss and 
Damage fund, climate adaptation, 
technology for renewable energy, 
etc,” a foreign ministry official told 
this correspondent yesterday.

Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, who will be joining the 
summit on November 17, stressed 
the urgent need for global unity in 
tackling climate change.

Rizwana will urge developed 
countries to fulfil their climate 
finance commitments and provide 

technological support to nations 
most vulnerable to climate impacts.

“It’s time that developed nations 
uphold their commitments to 
support the most affected countries,” 
she told UNB, highlighting the 
disproportionate challenges faced by 
vulnerable nations like Bangladesh.

With global temperatures 
hitting record highs, and extreme 
weather events affecting people 
around the globe, COP29 will bring 
together leaders from governments, 
businesses, and civil society to 
advance concrete solutions to the 
defining issue of our time.

A key focus of COP29 will be on 
finance, as trillions of dollars are 
required for countries to drastically 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
protect lives and livelihoods from the 
worsening impacts of climate change.

The conference will also be a key 
moment for countries to present 
their updated national climate 
action plans under the Paris 
Agreement, which are due by early 
2025. If done right, these plans would 
limit global warming to 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels and double as 
investment plans advancing the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

The COP29 is being held at a time 
when US President-elect Donald 
Trump’s transition team has prepared 
executive orders and proclamations 
that would withdraw the US from 
the Paris Climate Agreement and 
open up western lands for drilling 

and mining, reported The New York 
Times on Friday.

Trump, during his earlier tenure 
in 2020, also formally withdrew from 
the Paris Climate Agreement, making 
the US the first nation in the world to 
do so.

Climate and international 
relations experts have expressed 
concerns that the US withdrawal from 
the Paris Agreement that was signed 
in 2015 is bad news for countries 
like Bangladesh that remain at the 
forefront of the climate crisis.

Between 2000 and 2019, 
Bangladesh experienced 185 extreme 
weather events, making it the seventh 
most vulnerable country to climate 
change.

During COP15 in Copenhagen, a 
global fund was promised, in which 
developed countries were supposed 
to deposit $100 billion a year to 
help underdeveloped nations battle 
climate change.

Now, as COP29 is preparing to get 
underway, even the first $100 billion 
has not been raised.

A foreign ministry official said 
Bangladesh will strongly present 
the argument why more funding for 
Bangladesh was crucial.

“It is because the country has 
been facing increasing levels of 
climatic events that are affecting 
millions of people every year—call 
it salinity intrusion, flood, cyclones, 
tidal surges, or drought,” the official 
added.

State reform the main goal
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“Their experience alone will not be 
enough to build the Bangladesh of 
the future. The strength of the next 
Bangladesh will come from a blend of 
experience and the courage and sacrifice 
of the youth.” 

Outdated and rigid political norms of 
the past will not determine the shape of 
future Bangladesh.

“Veteran politicians, do not draw lines 
of division between you and the young 
generation. Listen to the voices of youth 
instead, and let’s forge the path to the 
future together.”

Sarjis Alam, another student leader 
and general secretary of July Martyrs 
Memorial Foundation, urged students 
and citizens across the country to unite 
in their efforts to prevent a reappearance 
of the AL.

“If we set aside minor differences and 
unite, then an organisation of killers like 
this will not be able to rear its head -- not 
just here at Zero Point, but anywhere in 
Bangladesh. Until there is a democratic 
government elected by your votes, we 
must all stand united,” he said.

“While many of you [in the civil 
society] have forgotten what happened 
the past 16 years and are fixated on these 
three months, we respectfully ask you to 
talk about these three months as well as 
those 16 years.”

Student leader Mahin Sarker said, 
“Awami League is worse than the Nazi 
party. The Nazi party was banned when 
it had popular support. We demand a 
ban on the Awami League.”

Tarikul Islam, coordinator of the 
student movement, urged people all to 
be vigilant until the reforms are done.

Late at night on Saturday, Hasnat in 
a Facebook post said there would be a 
mass gathering at Zero point. Students, 
BNP supporters, and leaders of the Gono 
Odhikar Parishad began to gather at 
Zero Point before daybreak yesterday.

BNP staged a motorcycle procession, 
and the size of the crowd grew as hours 
passed. The rally began around 12:30 
pm near the southern gate of Baitul 
Mukarram Masjid, which is within 100 
metres of Shaheed Noor Hossain Square.

Students of different schools, 
colleges, and members of Chhatra 
Federation, Islami Chhatra Andolon, 
and other student bodies attended the 
programme.

Some were seen stopping commuters 
on rickshaws, motorcycles, and on foot 
and asking them questions.

Several men were handed over to 
police on charges that they were AL 
supporters.

The event caused long tailbacks in 
and around Gulistan throughout the 
day.

Toss vital
FROM PAGE 12

the first ODI as they endured a 
crushing collapse, losing seven 
wickets in 24 balls while chasing 
236, leading to a 92-run thrashing. 
However, the inclusion of Nasum 
Ahmed and Jaker Ali Anik helped 
the Tigers to a 68-run win in the 
next match which levelled the series. 
Nasum was the most impactful 
player for the Tigers as he gave them 
momentum with the bat, courtesy 
of a 24-ball 25, before scalping three 
wickets to finish off the game for his 
side. The 29-year-old will once again 
be a key figure in the third match 
alongside the Tigers’ batting effort 
which will be under focus.

Govt to ask for Interpol’s red notice
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At least 753 people were killed and 
thousands more injured during the 
uprising.

Over 60 complaints of crimes 
against humanity and genocide 
have been filed against former 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina and 
many of her party leaders with the 
ICT investigation agency and the 
prosecution team till mid-October.

Prof Asif assured that the 

government would give maximum 
efforts to ensure these people are 
returned to face trial. 

He added that the complaint 
filed with the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) against the 
chief adviser and others was done to 
tarnish the current government’s 
image.

“No case was filed with the court. 
Only a written petition with the 
ICC was placed, which is something 

anyone can do.
“This is such an unbelievable 

complaint devoid of any proof that 
there is no chance of the complaint 
being accepted.” 

The adviser added that the fascist 
regime is spreading propaganda 
simply for self-defence.

Adilur Rahman Khan, who is the 
adviser for public works, was also 
present as the duo inspected the 
renovation work progress.  

Govt strips 118
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The journalists whose cards were 
revoked include Channel I Director 
and Head of News Shykh Seraj; Daily 
Jugantor Editor Saiful Alam; Daily 
Kalbela Editor Santosh Sharma; UNB 
Advisory Editor Farid Hossain; AP 
Bureau Chief Julhas Alam; Bangladesh 
Journal Editor Shahjahan Sarder; Global 
TV Chief Editor Syed Ishtiaque Reza; 
Daily Ittefaq City Editor Abul Khair; 
SATV Head of News Mahmud Al Faisal; 
Independent TV Chief Editor and CEO 
M Shamsur Rahman and its Head of 
News Mamun Abdullah; Daily Peoples’ 
Life Editor Azizul Islam Bhuiyan; Daily 
Janakantha Executive Editor Swadesh 
Ray; Energy and Power Editor Mollah M 
Amzad Hossain; and Daily Ajker Patrika 
Editor Golam Rahman.

Asian Age Chairman M Shoeb 
Chowdhury; Daily Sangbad Editor 
Altamash Kabir; Maasranga TV Chief 
News Editor Rejoanul Haq; Daily Inqilab 
City Editor Zakaria Kajal; Samakal City 
Editor Shahed Hossain Chowdhury; 
Dhaka Diplomat Editor Abdul Mazid; 
Bangla Tribune Editor Zulfiqar Russell; 
Views.com Editor Narayan Acharya; 
Chattogramnews.com Editor Shuklal 
Das; News Now Bangla Editor Shamima 
Akhter Dola; Sangbad Pratidin Editor 
Mahfuz Rahman Rimon; Dainik 
Amader Notun Somoy Editor Nasima 
Khan Monti; Kings News Editor in Chief 
Sheikh Nazmul Hoque Saikot; Dainik 
Amar Somoy Chief Editor Abdul Gaffar 
Khan; and Banglanews.com Editor in 
Chief Alamgir Hossain also lost their 
accreditation.  

Trump wins
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North Carolina, Nevada and Georgia.
Trump -- who never conceded 

his 2020 loss -- sealed a remarkable 
comeback to the presidency in the 
November 5 vote, cementing what is 
set to be more than a decade of US 
politics dominated by his hardline 
right-wing stance.

The meeting between the 
outgoing and incoming presidents 
is customary, but Trump did not 
invite Biden for one after making 
unsubstantiated election fraud claims 
that culminated in the January 6, 
2021 Capitol riot.

Trump also broke with precedent 
by skipping Biden’s inauguration, 
but the White House has said the 
Democratic president will attend the 
upcoming ceremony.

Biden’s meeting with Trump will 
take place in the Oval Office, the 
White House said Saturday.

Trump, the 78-year-old ex-reality 
TV star, won wider margins than 
before, despite a criminal conviction, 
two impeachments while in office 
and warnings from his former chief 
of staff that he is a fascist.

Exit polls showed that voters’ 
top concerns was the economy and 
inflation that spiked under Biden in 
the wake of the Covid pandemic.
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