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recruiting agent, filed a case 
on September 3, accusing 
103 individuals, including 
former Expatriates’ Welfare 
Minister Imran Ahmad and 
former senior secretary 
of the ministry Ahmed 
Munirus Saleheen, of 
involvement in embezzling 
Tk 4,200 crore and human 
trafficking schemes.

The National Central 
Bureau (NCB) of Interpol in 
Bangladesh wrote a letter 
to the NCB in Malaysia 
on October 24, asking 
Malaysian authorities 
to arrest and extradite 
Aminul Islam and Ruhul 
Amin Swapan as part of 
an investigation into the 
allegations.

It also requested to 
temporarily halt the 
operation of the Foreign 
Workers Centralized 
Management System 
(FWCMS), a software 
provided to the Malaysian 
home ministry by Bestinet, 
founded by Aminul Islam.

Prof CR Abrar said, “The 
interim government is in 
charge with a mandate 
to reform the state 
institutions and end all 
discriminatory policies. 
Bangladeshi migrants are 
one of the most neglected 
populations, and the whole 
recruitment system needs 
urgent reforms.”

“Those responsible for 
victimising millions of our 
people must be brought to 
book,” he said.

Shariful Hasan, 
associate director of BRAC 
and head of its migration 
programme, said a mere 
case and arresting some 
people and writing a letter 
to Malaysia will do nothing.

The Bangladesh 
government, in 
collaboration with Malaysia, 
must take strong steps to 
investigate how so many 
Bangladeshi people were 

swindled and exploited in 
the name of jobs, he added.

“We want an end to such 
malpractices and to ensure 
the dignity of our people. The 
politicians, businessmen, or 
any other entities involved 
in this process -- both in 
Bangladesh and Malaysia 
-- should be investigated 
before we start any fresh 
recruitment in Malaysia,” 
Shariful Hasan said.

“The current system 
is neither good for our 
economy nor for our 
people,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Malaysia 
Home Minister Saifuddin 
Nasution yesterday said the 
two can only be extradited 
if Dhaka is pressing charges 
against them.

“Dhaka should explain 
whether Aminul and 
Ruhul were merely needed 
for questioning as part 
of an investigation or if 
they were to be charged in 
court,” he told journalists 
on the sidelines of an event 
yesterday, reports Free 
Malaysia Today, a Malaysian 
newspaper.

Committed to resolving
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must be solved. We want to 
move towards a permanent 
solution. Actions will be 
taken in consultation with 
the victims,” she said. 

The adviser said 
measures will be taken to 
ensure food and health 
security for those affected 
by the crisis in the region.

Later, she visited Sundali, 
Kapalia Switchgate, and 
Bhabadah Switchgate.

In the afternoon, Rizwana 
met with the members of 

Bhabadah Water Drainage 
Struggle Committee and 
local activists.

Talking to The Daily Star, 
Iqbal Kabir, chief adviser 
of the committee, said, 
“We mainly placed three 
demands -- renovation 
of the Amdanga canal, 
construction of a channel 
from Bhabadah sluice 
gate, and the restoration of 
upstream river connectivity 
through nature-based 
Tidal River Management 
(TRM) systems.”

No money
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to 10 years, said her 
principal counsel Advocate 
Zainul Abedin. 

He also said the 
judgements in the case are 
wrong and misconceived.

Barrister Kayser Kamal, 
another lawyer for the BNP 
chairperson, read out some 
parts of the HC judgement.

Attorney General Md 
Asaduzzaman presented 
the statement made by 
Khaleda to the trial court 
in the case and told the 
apex court that she was not 
involved in accepting or 
disbursing any donations 
related to the prime 

minister’s orphan fund.
Khaleda filed the leave 

to appeal petitions on 
March 14, 2019.

In the petitions, the 
former PM prayed to scrap 
her 10-year sentence.

Khaleda was sent to jail 
on February 8, 2018, after 
a special court in Dhaka 
sentenced her to five years 
in jail in connection with 
the Zia Orphanage Trust 
corruption case.

Subsequently, a petition 
was filed by the ACC, 
following which the HC on 
October 30, 2018 increased 
the punishment to 10 years’ 
imprisonment.

Legitimacy of this
FROM PAGE 3

a large section [of workers]. 
Had they been convinced, 
workers would have 
marched towards Dhaka 
today [yesterday]. But no 
one came.”

Asif said there are some 
complexities -- related 
to banks and owners, 
surrounding payment of 
overdue wages. 

“An owner claimed 
he wasn’t receiving Tk 5 
crore from the bank, but 
upon investigation, it was 
revealed that he has Tk 200 

crore in defaulted loans,” 
he added.

Regarding the issuance 
of an ordinance to 
legitimise all activities of the 
interim government, Asif 
said, “This government’s 
legitimacy stems from the 
mass uprising.”

Following the meeting, 
it was announced that out 
of 2,140 factories registered 
with the BGMEA, 2,123 had 
disbursed minimum wages 
up to September, with the 
remaining 17 in the process 
of doing so.

Journey back home
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After bidding him goodbye, 
they departed from the 
airport to return home. 
Shortly after refueling at a 
CNG station in Sutrapur, 
their car re-entered the 
highway, where it collided 
with an oncoming 
passenger bus.

Sabur Miah, a relative of 
Nasir, said news of the fatal 
accident has devastated 
Nasir’s wife, who is 
expecting. 

OC Rahiz Uddin of 
Naojor Highway Police 
Station, said police seized 
the bus but its driver and 
helpers managed to flee.

Maj Abdul Gani
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established the regiment 
in 1948 to give a unique 
identity to Bangalee soldiers. 

Gani directly protested 
the then Pakistan president 
Ayub Khan’s speech against 
the Bangla language in 1948.

Pakistani rulers 
deprived him of everything, 
including promotion. 
Angered, he quit his service 
in 1953 and joined politics 
and eventually got elected 
as member of East Pakistan 
Provincial Assembly as an 
independent candidate.

Bangladesh Army 
will pay tributes at his 
mausoleum, while RAOWA, 
and all units of Bangladesh 
Army will organise a doa 
mahfil today.

Ex-Grameen Bank chair
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Haque, deputy manager 
general Mamunur Rashid, 
senior principal officers 
Golam Zakaria, Harun Ar 
Rashid and Tariqul Islam, 
and principal officers 
Gobinda Saha and Krishno 
Kanto Ray are made 
accused.

Barrister Masud 
Akhter, Zim Jobayed, 
Lt Col (retd) Jahangir 
Hasan, Col (retd) Rashed 
Ali, Sergeants (retd) Ziaur 
Rahman and Nuruzzaman 
Mridha are also accused 
in the case.

According to the case 
statements, on February 
12 this year, the accused 
forcibly entered the 
office of Grameen Kalyan 
located in Grameen 
Telecom Bhaban in 
Dhaka’s Mirpur-1 area, 
damaged valuable 
properties and locked the 
office.

The next day, the 
accused prevented the 
employees of Grameen 
Kalyan from discharging 
their duties forcefully.

On February 14, the 
accused again entered 

the office and told the 
complainant to give them 
the rooms to sit. The next 
day, a group of women 
staged demonstrations in 
front of Grameen Telecom 
Bhaban, chanted slogans 
against the complainant 
and barred the employees 
from entering the office.

Following the matter, 
the complainant went to 
Shah Ali Police Station 
to file a case against the 
accused between February 
13 and 14, but police refused 
to accept it, also read the 
case statements. 
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Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS) Professor Emeritus Dr Sultan Ahmed 
Choudhury Gold Medal Award Ceremony was held at National Science and 
Technology Complex, Dhaka on Saturday. Dr M Zahid Hasan, Eugene Higgins 
Professor at Princeton University, USA, was present as the chief guest. Zakia Rouf 
Chowdhury, daughter of Sultan Ahmed Chowdhury and executive vice chairperson 
of Rangs Group, was present as the trustee representative. Emeritus Prof AK Azad 
Chowdhury, president of BAS, presided over the programme. Prof Haseena Khan, 
secretary of BAS, along with two other trustee representatives were also present.
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High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Derek Loh, 
party standing committee 
member Khasru said Sheikh 
Hasina and her party are 
trying to make themselves 
relevant in politics under 
different guises after they 
were driven out of the 
country by people.

“Sometimes you [AL] 
raise the Hindu-Muslim 
issue, sometimes you 
highlight alleged atrocities 
against Hindus, and now 
you are resorting to using 
Trump’s image,” he said.

He accused AL of trying 
to undermine Dhaka’s 
relations with Washington.

Speaking at another 
discussion, BNP standing 
committee member Maj 
(retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmed 
alleged that Hasina is now 
attempting to use Trump’s 
photos as her party’s shield 
from abroad.


