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Initiative to 
restore govt 
ponds starts
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

The Patuakhali District 
Administration has 
launched a cleaning drive to 
restore government ponds 
that have become victims 
of encroachment and 
pollution over the years.

This initiative is being 
carried out in collaboration 
with BD Clean Patuakhali, 
the Youth Society, and 
Patuakhali Municipality.

The campaign began 
yesterday morning with the 
cleaning of a pond adjacent 
to the TB clinic. Locals said 
the pond had been filled 
with garbage for a long 
time, posing risks of dengue 
and water contamination.

Deputy Commissioner 
Abu Hasanat Mohammad 
Arefin emphasised the 
importance of sustaining 
ponds and reservoirs to 
protect the environmental 
balance. “There is no 
alternative to preserving 
these water bodies,” he said. 
“This initiative aims to keep 
the pond water clean and 
accessible for everyone.” 

He said such efforts will 
continue.
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Costly repairs, 
short-lived results

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The 40-kilometre regional road 
connecting Amtali, Taltali, and Fakirhat 
in Barguna has fallen into disrepair 
just 11 months after an extensive repair 
project, causing significant hardship for 
over 100,000 residents in Amtali and 
Taltali upazilas. 

The road, previously carpeted, is now 
filled with potholes and uneven surfaces, 
making travel difficult, especially during 
the rainy season when water fills these 
pits, rendering sections nearly impassable.

In October 2021, the Local 
Government Engineering Department 
(LGED) awarded a Tk 8.43 crore contract 
to contractor Md Sagir Hossain to repair 
8.4 kilometres of the road in three phases. 

By late 2022, two of these segments 
had been completed, with the final 
stretch between Tarikata and Kachupatra 
finished in December last year. 

However, locals have alleged that 
Hossain, who was involved in Awami 
League politics, used substandard 
materials, ignoring the specified 
requirements and leading to the road’s 

premature deterioration.
“Shortly after repairs, the road began 

deteriorating, forming numerous 
potholes,” said driver Md Shah Alam 
Talukder.

Local Motaleb Mia from Tarikata area 
said poor-quality work has left the road 
in an unusable state within less than a 
year, significantly impacting daily travel 
for people and vehicles in Amtali-Taltali 
upazilas.

A recent inspection confirmed the 
poor condition of the road, with large 
potholes appearing every 50 metres. 

Contractor Sagir Hossain claimed that 
heavy vehicles exceeding the road’s load 
capacity have contributed to the damage. 
He acknowledged receiving renovation 
requests from LGED but has yet to initiate 
repairs.Amtali Upazila LGED Engineer Md 
Idris Ali said multiple letters have been 
sent to Hossain urging action, though he 
has yet to respond. As a result, his security 
deposit has been withheld. 

Barguna LGED Executive Engineer 
Mehadi Hasan Khan said further action 
will be taken against the contractor for 
failing to meet the project standards.

Winter to get 
chillier this year

At least two or three severe cold waves on the cards, says BMD
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country may experience eight 
to 10 mild to moderate cold waves 
during the upcoming winter 
season, an official of the Bangladesh 
Meteorological Department (BMD) 
said yesterday.

Two to three of those waves 
could turn into severe cold waves, 
with temperatures likely to drop 
as low as 4 degree Celsius, in the 
northwestern, northeastern, and 
central regions, BMD said in its 
three-month weather outlook for 
November 2024 to January 2025 
released on Wednesday.

According to BMD, a mild cold 
wave means 8-10 degree Celsius, 
moderate 6-8 degree Celsius, and 
severe 4-6 degree Celsius.

However, BMD meteorologist 
Shaheenul Islam said a cold wave in 
November is unlikely.

The cold waves are likely to sweep 
through the country in December 
and January, he told this newspaper 
over the phone.

As per the weather outlook, 
during the forecast period, moderate 
to dense fog may occur in the 
country’s northern, northwestern, 
central regions, and river basins 
from late night to morning, while 
other areas may experience light to 
moderate fog.

Due to the dense fog, the 
temperature difference between day 
and night may reduce, which could 
mean that this winter will be colder, 
it said.

BMD also predicts two to five 
low-pressure systems in the Bay of 
Bengal throughout the period, with 
one or two potentially developing 
into depressions or cyclones.

Overall, there is a possibility of 
normal rainfall in the country, it 
said.

Cold spells during winter in 
Bangladesh have gotten more 
intense in recent years. 
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With the ban on catching hilsa lifted, fishermen are now spending busy days mending nets and preparing for 
journeys to the sea. The photo was taken in the port city’s Fishery Ghat area yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN
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TIMING 
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Fazr

5-00

5-35
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12-45

1-15
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Maghrib

5-22

5-25
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7-00

7-30


