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the state. “If this 
opportunity is lost, our 
very existence as a nation 
will be endangered. I want 
to emphasise this point.”

The BNP leader also said 
the interim government, 
which is currently 
responsible for running the 
state, has been endorsed 
by all quarters, including 
students and politicians. 

“We entrusted them with 
this responsibility with the 
hope that they would clean 
up the mess created by the 
Awami League over the 
past 16 years and organise 
a credible election. Through 
that election, we can build 
the new Bangladesh that 
the youth aspire to,” he said.

Fakhrul said they are 
repeatedly talking about 
the election because they 
believe no reform initiative 
can succeed without the 
active participation of the 
people. “Such participation 
is only possible through an 
elected parliament.”

He also said if parliament 
can be made effective, it 
will be possible to ensure 
democratic culture and 
practices in the country.

Zonayed Saki, chief 
coordinator of Ganosamhati 
Andolon, also spoke.

Female migration
FROM PAGE 3

on Bangladeshi domestic 
workers but now has 
increased hiring options, 
including workers from the 
Philippines. An official at 
the Bangladesh Embassy 
in Riyadh, said that Saudi 
Arabia has expanded its 
recruitment network, now 
sourcing workers from 
about 20 to 25 countries, 
up from just a few in 2015.

A Gulf News report on 
April 18 said Saudi Arabia 
has increased its hiring 
options to 33 countries, 
with recent additions such 
as Ethiopia, Burundi, Sierra 
Leone, Tanzania, and 
Gambia.

Shameem Ahmed 
Chowdhury Noman, former 
secretary general of the 
Bangladesh Association of 
International Recruiting 
Agencies, highlighted 
the need for modernising 
training facilities in 
Bangladesh to improve the 
skills of female migrant 
workers.

Shakirul Islam, 
chairperson of the 
Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan 

Program, warned that 
without adequate skills, 
Bangladeshi female 
workers could face future 
challenges in the Saudi 
market and may encounter 
exploitative situations.
IMPACT OF LOWER 

EMPLOYER COSTS

This recruitment decline 
coincided with a recent 
reduction in the costs Saudi 
employers pay for hiring 
Bangladeshi workers.

In January, the Saudi 
Ministry of Human 
Resources and Social 
Development capped the 
cost for recruiting domestic 
workers from Bangladesh 
at 11,750 Riyal, down from 
13,000 Riyal.

Cost ceilings were 
also reduced for other 
source countries like the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Uganda, Kenya, and Ethiopia.

According to a recruiting 
agent, the cost reduction 
has posed challenges for 
Bangladeshi recruiters, 
as high intermediary and 
associated costs make the 
recruitment process more 
expensive.
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the Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs. 

“We hope to establish 
policies and strategies 
within the available time 
frame,” she added.

Tasneem Siddiqui, 
founding chair of the 
Refugee and Migratory 
Movements Research Unit 
(RMMRU), said research 
shows that it costs a 
quarter as much for female 
workers to migrate as it 
does for male workers.

“Nineteen percent 
can’t afford to migrate, 31 
percent return early due 
to issues, while 51 percent 
manage to improve their 
lives,” she explained.

Tasneem said Bangladesh 
has the highest migration 
costs in Asia, attributing 
this to corruption involving 
government officials, 
recruiting agencies, and 
brokers. At the seminar, 
Rahima Begum, a returnee 
migrant worker, shared her 
experience of hardship.

“I stayed in Saudi Arabia 
for over a year during the 
pandemic but didn’t receive 
any salary. I returned to 
Bangladesh and had to take 
loans,” she said.

“My husband sent me 
a total of Tk 25,000 in 
six months, but I couldn’t 
repay my creditors, and 

one of them even assaulted 
me. I don’t know how I will 
manage to move forward,” 
she added.

Khaleda Masuma, from 
Abdullahpur, shared similar 
challenges. She worked as a 
housemaid in Saudi Arabia 
for just over a month, facing 
abusive treatment.

“They [the employers] 
didn’t provide food and 
even beat me. When I fell 
sick, they didn’t give me 
proper medical care. After 
borrowing money from 
many people, I returned to 
Bangladesh. But due to our 
poor financial condition, I 
still can’t repay the loans,” 
she shared.

FLAD’s senior program 
officer, Lily Gomes, and 
chairperson Fawzia 
Karim Firoze, along with 
leaders from migrant 
organisations, also spoke.
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the mass upsurge of late 
1990s expedited the anti-
autocracy movement.

In the face of the 
movement, autocratic ruler 
HM Ershad had to step 
down on December 6, 1990.

To observe the day in a 
befitting manner, different 
socio-cultural and 
professional organisations, 
as well as BNP and Anti-
discrimination Student 
Movement, have chalked 
out elaborate programmes.
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This year’s Olympiad 
drew 107,000 students 
nationwide, registered 
both online and offline. 
The district rounds took 
place across the country, 
with the forest department 
awarding prizes and 
certificates to district-level 
winners.

Prior to the event, the 
adviser laid the foundation 
stone for a six-story 
academic building and 
inaugurated an eight-story 
ICT building at Viqarunnisa 
Noon School and College.
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and Monisha’s body was 
hanging from a window 
grill,” Ataur told The Daily 
Star.

“We are investigating the 
incident and interrogating 
their family members to 
find the reason behind 
the deaths. The bodies 
have been sent to Dhaka 
Medical College morgue for 
autopsy,” he added. 
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like morality, honesty, 
principles, and ideals. 
This is why the country’s 
political landscape is so 
chaotic. If we could uphold 
these values, they would be 
reflected in the betterment 
of our society.”

Reflecting on the 
sacrifices of those who 
fought for Bangladesh’s 
independence, Sohel Taj 
added, “Our duty is to 
honour the debt of their 
blood. Even if we can’t give 
anything else, we should 
at least show respect to 
them.”

During the event, 
Oitijjhya launched a 
paperback edition of 
“Tajuddin Ahmad: Neta o 
Pita”, a book published in 
2014 on the liberation and 
post-liberation period, 
authored by Tajuddin’s 
elder daughter, Sharmin 
Ahmed.

Recalling memories of 
her father, Sharmin said, 
“He would wake up early 
every morning and wake 
us up too. He made us 
exercise and would say, ‘A 
day that starts early goes 
well.’ Sometimes he would 
take us for walks, and if 
he saw garbage on the 
road, he would pick it up 
himself and dispose of it 
properly.”

Sharmin urged the 
younger generation to 
revisit the history of the 
Liberation War. “The new 
generation should know 
the proper history of 

the Liberation War, and 
after knowing it, they can 
analyse its contributions.”

She shared insights 
into the untold plans 
of 1971, saying, “At that 
time, Bangabandhu, 
Tajuddin Ahmad, and 
others had planned to go 
underground on the night 
of March 25, taking shelter 
in Old Dhaka to declare 
independence and lead the 
war. However, that plan was 
foiled when Bangabandhu 
was arrested, which deeply 
shocked and surprised 
Tajuddin Ahmad. This 
incident marked the point 
where two distinct paths 
emerged in history.”

Sharmin said many 
young people feel 
disconnected from the 
Liberation War due to a 
lack of comprehensive 
historical education. 

“For a long time, they 
were taught only the 
history of one family, one 
individual. As a result, 
they feel disinterested. 
However, the Liberation 
War was a people’s war, 
with contributions from 
every race. It is essential 
to highlight these 
contributions,” she added.

Professor Ahmad 
Mostafa Kamal, who 
conducted the event, said, 
“We have become miserly 
in remembering Tajuddin. 
The man who led the 
struggle for independence 
is now discussed less 
and less, which is truly 
unfortunate for us.”
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FROM PAGE 3

A total of 69,922 dengue 
cases have been reported 
since January 1, 2024.

Last year, 1,705 people 
lost their lives due to 
dengue, making it the 
deadliest year on record. 
The DGHS recorded 321,179 
dengue cases and 3, 18,749 
recoveries last year. 
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commission is essential to 
reshape the police force, 
said the adviser.

“After August 8, I talked 
to police personnel of 
different levels, and they 
made it clear that they no 
longer want to be part of a 
politicised system. They seek 
a professional, independent 
force that works for the 
public,” said Shakhawat.

He highlighted the 
importance of political 
parties in the country 
showing commitment to 
such reforms.

He stressed that police 
reforms must be treated as a 
national priority and noted 
that restoring public trust 
in the police was vital for the 
country’s social stability.

Prof Dr Md Rizwanul 
Islam and Dr Ishrat Zakia 
Sultana from North South 
University presented 
a roadmap for police 
reforms and proposed a 
comprehensive plan for 
the formation of a police 
commission at the event.
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Rasima Begum and her husband process jute fibres in Khulna’s Chuknagar 
village. Locals earn some extra money during the jute harvesting season by 
separating the fibres from jute sticks. They receive the separated jute sticks 
as their payments, which they dry and sell in the market. Each bundle of 12–15 
sticks is sold at Tk 25. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


