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Indonesian national 
drowns in Karatoa
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An Indonesian national was found dead after he drowned in 
the Karatoa river in Ghoraghat upazila, Dinajpur yesterday.

Faijur Rahman, 48, went missing while he was bathing 
in the river at Kulanandapur Ghat in Ghoraghat around 
8:30am, said police.

Ataur Rahman, station officer of Ghoraghat Fire 
Service and Civil Defence, said  a group of divers from 
Rangpur found his body around noon.

Police said Faijur came here with a team of Tabligh 
Jamaat a couple of days ago. A few other members of his 
group are staying at Kulanandapur village.

University staffer 
suspended for 
‘harassing student’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

An employee of Jashore University of Science and Technology 
has been suspended following an allegation of sexually 
harassing a female student in a university bus recently.

The action came as the student filed a complaint against 
Moniruzzaman, a lab assistant, with the proctor yesterday.

According to the complaint, Moniruzzaman sexually 
harassed her in the university vehicle on Monday.

Following the incident, the university students 
demonstrated in front of the administrative building on the 
campus, demanding exemplary punishment for the accused.

Proctor Dr Md Amjad Hossain said a five-member 
committee was formed to investigate the incident. The 
committee was asked to submit its report within the next 
three working days. 

Further action will be taken as per the report, he said.
Moniruzzaman was not available for comments as his 

mobile phone was found switched off.

Man stabbed to 
death in Dinajpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A man was fatally stabbed, and another was injured by 
relatives in a family dispute in Birganj upazila of Dinajpur 
yesterday, said police.

The deceased, 45-year-old Sordhen Shill, from 
Laxmipur village, was attacked during a confrontation 
with his father-in-law, 75-year-old Bijoy Shill. 

The attack occurred around midnight when Sordhen 
arrived at his in-law’s house to meet his wife. Upon 
opening the door, Bijoy was assaulted by Sordhen with a 
sharp weapon. 

Hearing Bijoy’s screams, other family members rushed 
to the scene and, in turn, stabbed Sordhen. 

A police team from Birganj Police Station took the 
injured men to the Birganj Upazila Health Complex. 

Sordhen later succumbed to his injuries, while Bijoy was 
shifted to Rangpur Medical College Hospital for treatment, 
said Abdul Gafur, officer-in-charge of Birganj Police Station.

Work together 
to save rivers 
Says Rizwana
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

“We must save rivers and stop pollution caused 
by mills and industries. However, the entire 
responsibility cannot be imposed on the government. 
Everyone must work together,” said Environment 
Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan yesterday.

“In a democracy, everyone has a stake. 
Preservation of the environment will only be 
successful when everybody participates,” she said.

The remarks were made while addressing an 
environmental conference organised by Sabuj 
Prithibi, a voluntary environmental organisation, 
in Tangail.

Regarding the illegal encroachment and 
pollution of the Louhajang river in Tangail, she 
said, “Environmental organisations and mass 
media should play a role in this regard. They will 
reshape public opinion against occupiers. Only 
then will the hand of the government be strong.”

8-yr-old girl dies 
as train hits her
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

An eight-year-old girl died as a Jamalpur-bound 
train hit her while she was playing near the railway 
track in Sarishabari upazila, Jamalpur yesterday.

The incident happened around 11:30am at 
Jamtala intersection in Satpoa village.

The deceased is Jara Akter, daughter of Yunus 
Master from Degree Bando village in Doil union, 
said Chan Mia, officer-in-charge of Sarishabari 
Police Station.

She was first taken to Sarishabari Upazila 
Health Complex from where she was referred 
to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital. She 
succumbed to her injuries on the way to MMCH.

Four more die 
of dengue
STAR DIGITAL REPORT

At least four dengue patients died in the last 24 
hours, while 1,109 patients were hospitalised in 
the last 24 hours till yesterday morning.

Of the deaths, two were in Dhaka city and one 
each in Chattogram and Khulna divisions.

According to Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), with the new deaths and cases, 
the death toll rose to 330 while the total number 
of cases rose to 68, 247, of which 39,988 are from 
outside Dhaka.

Currently, 1,934 patients are undergoing 
treatment at different hospitals in the capital, 
while 2,298 across the country. A total of 63,685 
patients have been released till yesterday.

Two students 
die in road 
accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

Two college students were 
killed and two injured when 
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw 
they were travelling in hit 
a tree beside Bhanugach-
Sreemangal road at Battola 
in Kamalganj upazila of 
Moulvibazar yesterday.

The deceased -- 
Sayem Mia, 18, and Amit 
Sutradhar, 18 -- were 
students at Kamalganj 
Degree College.

They were rushed to the 
upazila health complex 
where Sayem was declared 
dead. 

Amit succumbed to his 
injuries at Moulvibazar 
Sadar Hospital, said 
Kamalganj Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Syed 
Iftekhar Hossain. 

He said the other two 
injured were admitted to 
the hospital.

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

The construction of a bridge over the 
Ratnai river in the Durakuti area on 
Lalmonirhat-Moghalhat road has 
stalled, creating significant challenges 
for local residents and traders. 

Although the project contract 
stipulated completion by November 7 
this year, only 20 percent of the bridge 
work is finished. 

The delay is primarily due to 
unresolved land acquisition issues 
for the bridge’s connecting road, 
which has halted construction for an 
extended period.

As a result, residents are forced to 
use the existing, deteriorating bridge, 
which poses safety risks. 

The old structure is limited to light 
vehicles, preventing heavy traffic from 
passing through and forcing traders 
to take lengthy detours. This not only 
increases transportation costs but 
also complicates the movement of 
goods in the region, said Monoranjan 
Roy, a local college teacher.

The Roads and Highways 
Department (RHD) reported that 
the bridge, measuring 47 metres in 
length and 10.3 metres in width, was 
designed to cost Tk 9 crore. 

The project, led by construction 
firm Mainuddin Banshi, began 
in October 2022. However, land 
acquisition complications have stalled 

progress.RHD’s Executive Engineer 
in Lalmonirhat, Abdul Momen, said 
the allocation for land acquisition 
has been approved and payments to 
landowners will be made soon. 

He said the construction will 
resume shortly. “We hope to complete 
the project within the next six to seven 
months.”

Incomplete bridge 
poses safety risks

Workers take sacks of fertiliser from a ship and load them onto trucks after walking on a flimsy wooden 
platform. They are paid Tk 7 for each bag they load onto the truck and earn around Tk 700-800 per day on 
average. The photo was taken from Khulna Ghat 7 yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

A group of boys have climbed this tree and are engaged in their own creative games. Away from the screens 
that dominate most a city dweller’s life nowadays, these kids are a reminder of how one can creatively keep 
themselves entertained. The photo was taken from the Mugolgaon area of Sylhet yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR


