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the law enforcers seized 
around 4.29 crore pieces 
of yaba in 2023, while 
the figure was 4.58 crore 
in 2022. They also seized 
around 82.8 litres of 
phensedyl in 2023, while 
the figure was 286 litres in 
2022.

DNC Director Tanvir 
Momtaz believes that 
there is a decline in yaba 
and phensedyl seizures as 
narcotic addicts are now 
gradually shifting to new 
drugs like crystal meth.

“But the smuggling of 
yaba and phensedyl remains 
a concern for us, and we are 
working tirelessly to prevent 
it,” he explained.

DNC officials have 

identified four main 
bordering points for 
smuggling narcotics 
into Bangladesh from 
neighbouring countries 
like Myanmar and India.

Regarding this, Rahman 
said, “The narcotics are 
entering the country 
through the borders in 
Teknaf, Rajshahi, Jashore, 
and Brahmanbaria. But it 
also comes from various 
other border areas.”

Dhaka Deputy 
Commissioner Tanvir 
Ahmed also stressed 
community empowerment 
and social awareness to 
control narcotics.

EU to help govt
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confirming the support of 
the 27-country block. 

Pampaloni said there 
would be “no shortage of 
funds” for the reforms, and 
they would also provide 
technical support.

The chief adviser 
appreciated the gesture 
and recalled his 
meeting with European 
Commission President 
Ursula Von der Leyen on 
the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assembly 
in New York in September, 
when the two discussed 
ways and means for 
supporting Bangladesh.

He pointed out that 
Von der Leyen had pledged 
to help Bangladesh 

combat corruption and 
the country’s transition 
towards renewable 
energy with the EU’s vast 
experience in the fields.

Pampaloni said the EU 
had supported many other 
countries with its technical 
expertise and funds.

“We were listening to 
your statements in UNGA 
carefully and resolved that 
now we have someone 
who can be worked with 
in Bangladesh. You don’t 
need to feel alone. We are 
really keen to support,” she 
said.

The EU official urged 
Bangladesh to create more 
investment opportunities, 
which would create more 
jobs and increase trade.

RHD issues directives again
FROM PAGE 3

ensuring enough traffic 
signs, post markings, lights, 
and boundary fences. Upon 
receiving the letter, RHD 
yesterday gave the directives, 
said RHD Chief Engineer 
Syed Moinul Hasan.
SIMILAR DIRECTIVES 

BEFORE, BUT NO 

IMPLEMENTATION

National Road Safety 
Council and Road 
Transport Advisory Council 
in the last decade took 
decisions to remove small, 
illegal, and locally made 
slow-moving vehicles.

The ministry in August 
2015 even banned the 
operation of three-

wheelers on 22 major 
highways, but the ban was 
not implemented properly, 
allegedly due to political 
influence and corruption of 
a section of law enforcers.

Meanwhile, Obaidul 
Quader, road transport 
and bridges minister 
of the previous Awami 
League government, on 
many occasions directed 
to remove illegal and 
unplanned roadside 
structures, including 
markets, but to no avail.

In some cases, illegal 
structures were removed, 
but they were re-established 
after a few days.

Similar directives 

were also given to ensure 
enough traffic signs, posts, 
markings, lights, and 
boundary fences on many 
occasions, but those were 
not implanted properly.

Ensuring that vehicles 
operating at night have 
necessary indicator lights 
and removing illegal lights 
from vehicles is not under 
RHD’s jurisdiction.

Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority and 
police are mainly responsible 
for it, a RHD official said. 

Deploying police on 
the road is under the 
jurisdiction of the home 
ministry and police, he said, 
wishing not to be named. 

Media freedom
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Internews Network, said 
free media is the lifeline of 
democracy.

Referring to an evidence-
based media reporting on 
the vote rigging in the 2018 
elections, she said that 
reporting prompted other 
media outlets to report on 
vote irregularities in that 
polls.

“Thus, there are many 
examples of how media 
played critical role in 
holding authorities 
accountable,” she said at 
the discussion moderated 
by Centre for Governance 
Studies Executive Director 
Zillur Rahman. 

Saiful Alam Chowdhury, 
associate professor at 
the Department of Mass 
Communication and 
Journalism of Dhaka 
University, said media needs 
to be free from the political 
and commercial influence, 
which very much exists in 
the country at present.

HC starts
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hearing arguments for 
confirmation of the 
death sentence. The case 
documents and judgement 
reach as death reference to 
the HC from the lower court 
after the latter delivers the 
verdict.

A huge quantity of 
arms and ammunition, 
reportedly meant for Indian 
separatist organisation Ulfa, 
was captured at the then 
Chittagong Urea Fertiliser 
Ltd jetty in Chattogram on 
April 2, 2004, when it was 
being loaded onto 10 trucks.

Address plight
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the UN Women’s 
Bangladesh office, 
advocated for increased 
women’s leadership at the 
community level.

She also called for 
a stronger focus on 
community adaptation 
over mitigation.

Shahariar Sadat from 
Centre for Peace and 
Justice at BRAC University 
highlighted that women 
lack access to health, 
education, financial and 
social services, and justice.

“To address this, we need 
to invest more in women’s 
health and education 
and provide psychosocial 
support for all,” he added.

Researcher Pavel Partha 
from BARCIK emphasised 
the need to make 
rehabilitation centres more 
gender-sensitive.

He also advocated for the 
inclusion of non-economic 
losses faced by women in the 
loss and damage fund, which 

remains an overlooked area.
Aasha Mehreen Amin, 

joint editor at The Daily 
Star, said research is 
invaluable to the media, as it 
supports the development 
of news and narratives on 
pressing issues.

Max Stille, executive 
director at NETZ, cautioned 
that global warming is 
accelerating rapidly and 
that by 2050, global 
temperatures are projected 
to rise by 2 degrees Celsius.

“Bangladesh, despite 
contributing little to climate 
change, remains highly 
vulnerable, with women and 
marginalised communities 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
affected,” he said.

He recommended a 
gender-sensitive action 
plan and the use of 
local conflict-resolution 
methods.

Tanjim Ferdous, in-
charge of NGOs & Foreign 
Missions at The Daily Star, 
moderated the event.
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SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The Dumki Upazila Post Office in 
Patuakhali is in a state of disrepair, 
with large cracks appearing 
throughout the building due 
to years of neglect and lack of 
renovations. 

Rainwater leaks through the 
old roof, forcing staff to use plastic 
sheets to protect important 
documents. Both employees and 
visitors endure the hazards and 
inconvenience of the deteriorating 
structure.

Built in 1987, the single-
story post office was 
funded by the postal 
department, with 
its foundation 
stone laid 
in January 
1981. Behind 
the main 
b u i l d i n g , 
f a m i l y 
quarters for 
the postmaster, 
constructed on 
the same roof, 
have also been 
abandoned due to 
unsafe conditions.

During a recent visit, signs of 
severe damage were visible: cracks 
ran through walls, plaster peeled 
off the roof, beams, and walls, and 
rusted rods were exposed. 

Despite these issues, post office 
activities continue in the main 
room, while a computer training 
centre operates in the north-side 
room, and a Bank Asia branch 

occupies the 
south side. 

Every day, 
hundreds of 

people visit the 
post office.

According to 
Ibrahim Howladar, 

a post office runner, 
the building has reached 

a dilapidated state from years 
without renovation. “We work here 
in constant fear,” he said.

Bank Asia Dumki Branch 
Managing Director Ahsan Roni 
emphasised that the building 
serves multiple purposes, providing 
traditional and digital postal 
services along with a Ministry 
of Information and Technology-

backed computer training 
programme. 

Around 30 students regularly 
attend training sessions here, 
despite the conditions, he said. 

Rubel Ahmed, a regular visitor, 
said, “It’s frightening to enter 
because of the cracks in the roof. 
The building needs major repairs 
or complete replacement.”

Dumki Postmaster Mojibur 
Rahman said, “Falling plaster puts 
us at risk, and although repairs 
were made to the roof a few 
years ago, leaks resumed shortly 
afterward.”

Deputy Post Master General 
Mahabubur Rahman said they have 
reported the building’s condition 
to higher authorities.

Years of neglect leave Dumki 
post office crumbling
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Matiur 
Rahman 
passes away
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M a t i u r 
R a h m a n 
( B a b u ) , 
S B A C 
Bank PLC’s 
s p o n s o r 
shareholder 
and former director, 
passed away at Bangladesh 
Specialized Hospital in 
Dhaka on Tuesday, aged 68.

He left behind his wife, 
one son, and two daughters.

His namaz-e-janaza 
was held at Gulshan Azad 
Mosque. He was buried in his 
family graveyard in Jashore. 

SBAC Bank Chairman 
Md Moklesur Rahman and 
Managing Director and CEO 
Habibur Rahman expressed 
deep shock at the death. 


