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INTERNATIONAL
Israel hits Pak amends law

Hezbollah
intel HQ in
Syria, 2 killed

AFP, Jerusalem

Isracl’s  military  said
its air force struck the
intelligence headquarters
of  Hezbollah’s  Syrian
branch in a strike on
Damascus on Monday, an
attack a war monitor said

killed two people.
It was a rare
acknowledgement by

Isracli authorities of an
attack against Syria.

The military has
intensified its strikes on
targets in Syria since
launching its war against
Hezbollah in neighbouring
Lebanon more than a
month ago.

Warplanes “conducted
an aerial operation and
struck Hezbollah  terror
targets  belonging  to
Hezbollah’s  intelligence
headquarters in  Syria”,
the military said. The
Syria branch “includes an
independent intelligence
gathering, coordination,
and assessment network”,
it said.

MIGRANT CRISIS
25 killed as

boat capsizes
off Comoros

AFP, Moroni

A survivor from the
capsizing of a migrant
boat that claimed 25 lives
off the Comoros told AFP
yesterday that smugglers
sank the vessel and fled on
a speedboat.

Authorities in the Indian
Ocean nation have opened
an investigation into the
sinking late Friday of a
vessel transporting around
30 migrants from the
Comoros island of Anjouan
to the French department
of Mayotte.

The International
Organization for Migration
(IOM) said at least 25
people were killed and only
five survived the sinking,
the latest on a well-known
route to smuggle people
to Mayotte. Among the
survivors was a 19-year-old
Comorian who said he only
made it through because
he knows how to swim.
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The photo shows a damaged multi-storey apartment block following, what local authorities called, a Ukrainian drone attack in the course of
Russia-Ukraine conflict in Belgorod, Russia yesterday.

Israeli strikes hit south of
Beirut, Bekaa region

5 Lebanese killed; Hezbollah launches rockets into Israel

REUTERS, BEIRUT
At least one Israeli airstrike
hit an apartment building in
a beach town south of Beirut
yesterday, Lebanese state media
said, as other deadly strikes hit
scattered locations across the

country and e

armed group |
Hezbollah |
launched
rockets into
Isracl.

The  attack
on the beach
town of Jiyyeh
left a massive
smoke column
billowing out of
an apartment building. It was not
immediately clear if the strike was
an assassination attempt, and no
evacuation warning was given
before it was carried out.

The Israeli military and Iran-
backed Hezbollah have been

exchanging fire for over a year in
parallel with the Gaza offensive,
but hostilities have escalated
over the last six weeks. More than
3,000 people have been killed in
Lebanon, most of them since late
September, according to health
authorities.

Israeli strikes
yesterday  also
killed five people

near the city of
Baalbek in the
Bekaa  Valley,
including
two Kkilled in

a strike on a

car, according

to Lebanon’s
health ministry.

Lebanon’s state news agency
said yesterday that it estimated
Israeli air strikes and widespread
detonation of homes had
destroyed more than 40,000
housing units in the country’s
border region.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on Monday
pinned blame on Hamas for
rejecting a temporary Gaza truce
as he also pressed Israel again to
allow more aid into the Palestinian
territory.

A Hamas official told AFP on
Friday that the group had received a
proposal from Egypt and Qatar for
a short-term truce and rejected it
for not including a lasting ceasefire
to the nearly 13-month offensive.

In a telephone call with
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty, Blinken “noted that
Hamas has once again refused to
release even a limited number of
hostages to secure a ceasefire and
relief for the people of Gaza,” a
State Department statement said.

Blinken  “emphasized  the
importance of bringing the war in
Gazatoanend, securing therelease
of all hostages and increasing
and sustaining the delivery of
humanitarian assistance,” it said.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Delhi wants
artificial rain
to tackle air
pollution

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s capital territory of
Delhiis keen to use artificial
rain to fight air pollution
this year, its Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said
yesterday, as deteriorating
air quality in the region led
to anincrease in respiratory
illnesses.

Large swathes of north
India battle pollution each
winter as cold air traps
dust, vehicle emissions
and smoke from farm fires
in the breadbasket states
of Punjab and Haryana,
shrouding the national
capital and its suburbs in a
toxic haze.

Cloud-seeding - the
method of triggering rain
by seeding clouds with salts
- was considered to curb
pollution in 2023 too but
the plan did not materialise
due  to  unfavourable
weather conditions.

to extend army
chiel’s tenure

PTI opposes the move

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan on Monday passed an amendment to a
law that will extend the terms of the heads of the
armed forces (o five years from three, in a rowdy
parliamentary session opposed by jailed ex-prime
minister Imran Khan’s party, PTL

Extending the term of commanders including
Army Chief General Asim Munir would deal
another blow to the embattled Khan and his party,
which blames the military for his downfall.

The measure from the government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who leads a coalition of
parties opposed to Khan that took power after an
clection in February, could be aimed at shoring up
support from powerful military figures.

The bill to amend the Pakistan Army Act of
1952 was moved by Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif. House Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
announced in a live telecast of the proceedings
that the bill had passed.

The amendment had the support of the senate
upper house, which also has a majority from
parties opposed to Khan, in a vote telecast live by
local TV news channels.

Geo TV reported that it took 16 minutes for the
senate to pass the amendment into law, which
Khan’s party lawmaker Omar Ayub termed as
bulldozing the legislation by the ruling alliance
without any debate in either house.

TARGETED ATTACK

Two Chinese
nationals shot
in Pakistan

REUTERS, Karachi

Two Chinese nationals were wounded yesterday

by a security guard who opened fire at
. a garment factory in Pakistan’s
. commercial hub Karachi, in the

latest in a string of attacks that
- have spurred Beijing to demand
| better security for its citizens.
Large contingents of police
were deployed at the site of the
factory in Karachi’s industrial
area, and forensic teams could
be seen entering the premises,
which had been cordoned off.

There was no immediate claim of

responsibility and no official confirmation of the
details of the incident. Senior superintendent of
police Faizan Ali told Reuters that the Chinese
nationals had been shot at, but gave no further

details.

One police official told Reuters on condition
of anonymity that the shooting had been carried
out by a security guard. The guard had not yet
been arrested and it was difficult to ascertain the
motive for the shooting, the official said.
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Institute of
Business
Administration

BBA Admission Test (Session 2024-25) of the Institute of Business
Administration (IBA), University of Dhaka will be held on Friday,

03 January 2025 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

1. For Applicants Who Have Passed SSC and HSC or
Equivalent Exams:

Candidates who have passed their HSC or equivalent exam held in
2024 are eligible to apply for 2024-2025 academic session. They
must have a minimum 8.0 as total of SSC & HSC GPA (including the
4th subject) and secure at least 3.5 GPA in both the exams.

2. For Applicants Who Have Passed IGCSE/ O-Level
and IAL/ GCE A-Level or Equivalent Exams:

Candidates from O-level, A-level or from any other board outside the
country have to obtain "Equivalence Certificate™ from DU at the
beginning of their application process. To get equivalence certificate,
please visit the DU admission website: https://admission.eis.du.ac.
bd. If an applicant faces any difficulty to obtain “Equivalence
Certificate” from DU, s/he is advised to contact “IBA Helpdesk”
immediately.

SELECTION PROCEDURE

All Bangladeshi applicants must sit for the Admission Test. The test

3. No candidate is eligible to sit for this year's admission test, if s/he
has appeared in any admission test of the University of Dhaka, including
1BA in 2024 or before.

has two components: Written and Communication. The components
of the Written Test evaluate applicant’s aptitude in English

HOW TO APPLY

The application must be submitted online (at hittp:/fadmission.eis.

Language, Mathematics, and Analytical Ability, In order to pass the
Written Test, an applicant must obtain a minimum qualifying score
in all sections. Applicants will be selected for the Communication
Test on the basis of their performance in the Written Test.

du.ac.bd) by Monday, 25 November 2024 (till 11:59 PM).

Candidates who have passed IGCSE/ O-level exam with at least 5
subjects (including Mathematics) and IAL/ GCE A-Level exam in at
least 2 subjects (final result of at least one subject of |AL/ GCE
A-Level must have been published in 2024) are eligible to apply. Out
of the 7 subjects in IGCSE/ O-Level and IAL/ GCE A-level, candidates
should get minimum 2 A grades. Students must obtain minimum
average grade point of 3.5 (out of 5.0) in IGCSE/O-level and
IAL/GCE A-Level in both the exams. Grade point equivalence;
A=5.0,B=4.0, C=3.0 and D=0.0.

Application fee of Tk. 1500/- is to be paid by Monday, 25 November
2024 (till 11:59 PM). Admit card can be downloaded from Monday,
23 December 2024 to Friday, 03 January 2025 (till 9:00 AM).

For detailed application procedure, wvisit the IBA website at
https:/iwww.iba-du.edu or the DU admission website; http://
admission.eis.du.ac.bd.

For further information, contact the IBA Helpdesk at 017725 63303

Director
Institute of Business Administration
University of Dhaka, Dhaka-1000

or 01871130956 between 9:00 am-4:00 pm on any working day or
email at bba-admission@iba-du.edu.
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