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Delhi wants 
artificial rain 
to tackle air 
pollution
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s capital territory of 
Delhi is keen to use artificial 
rain to fight air pollution 
this year, its Environment 
Minister Gopal Rai said 
yesterday, as deteriorating 
air quality in the region led 
to an increase in respiratory 
illnesses.

Large swathes of north 
India battle pollution each 
winter as cold air traps 
dust, vehicle emissions 
and smoke from farm fires 
in the breadbasket states 
of Punjab and Haryana, 
shrouding the national 
capital and its suburbs in a 
toxic haze.

Cloud-seeding - the 
method of triggering rain 
by seeding clouds with salts 
- was considered to curb 
pollution in 2023 too but 
the plan did not materialise 
due to unfavourable 
weather conditions. 

The photo shows a damaged multi-storey apartment block following, what local authorities called, a Ukrainian drone attack in the course of 
Russia-Ukraine conflict in Belgorod, Russia yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Israeli strikes hit south of 
Beirut, Bekaa region

5 Lebanese killed; Hezbollah launches rockets into Israel

REUTERS, BEIRUT

At least one Israeli airstrike 
hit an apartment building in 
a beach town south of Beirut 
yesterday, Lebanese state media 
said, as other deadly strikes hit 
scattered locations across the 
country and 
armed group 
H e z b o l l a h 
l a u n c h e d 
rockets into 
Israel.

The attack 
on the beach 
town of Jiyyeh 
left a massive 
smoke column 
billowing out of 
an apartment building. It was not 
immediately clear if the strike was 
an assassination attempt, and no 
evacuation warning was given 
before it was carried out. 

The Israeli military and Iran-
backed Hezbollah have been 

exchanging fire for over a year in 
parallel with the Gaza offensive, 
but hostilities have escalated 
over the last six weeks. More than 
3,000 people have been killed in 
Lebanon, most of them since late 
September, according to health 

authorities. 
Israeli strikes 

yesterday also 
killed five people 
near the city of 
Baalbek in the 
Bekaa Valley, 
i n c l u d i n g 
two killed in 
a strike on a 
car, according 

to Lebanon’s 
health ministry.

Lebanon’s state news agency 
said yesterday that it estimated 
Israeli air strikes and widespread 
detonation of homes had 
destroyed more than 40,000 
housing units in the country’s 
border region.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken on Monday 
pinned blame on Hamas for 
rejecting a temporary Gaza truce 
as he also pressed Israel again to 
allow more aid into the Palestinian 
territory.

A Hamas official told AFP on 
Friday that the group had received a 
proposal from Egypt and Qatar for 
a short-term truce and rejected it 
for not including a lasting ceasefire 
to the nearly 13-month offensive.

In a telephone call with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr 
Abdelatty, Blinken “noted that 
Hamas has once again refused to 
release even a limited number of 
hostages to secure a ceasefire and 
relief for the people of Gaza,” a 
State Department statement said.

Blinken “emphasized the 
importance of bringing the war in 
Gaza to an end, securing the release 
of all hostages and increasing 
and sustaining the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance,” it said.
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motorcycle while keeping her 
son and his companion in the 
microbus.

The law enforcers then put 
the firearm and bullets under 
the seat to stage a recovery 
and accuse him in a case, she 
said.

She added that a local 
internet service provider had 
bribed the Rab team to frame 
Baizid because of a rivalry over 
business matters.

She filed a case against 
Akhtaruzzaman, special 
company commander of Rab-
4, and five others with a Dhaka 
court on April 3.

The other accused are 
local internet service provider 
Shihabul Islam Shayan, Petty 
Officer Rasul, Rab informants 
Saiful Islam Mithu and John, 
and local Awami League 
leader Shantu Rahman Dulal 
who used his connections to 
“get Rab to frame her son and 
Bellal”.

The Rab Headquarters 
(Rab HQ) in April started an 
investigation after the then 
home minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan sent the Rab director 
general a complaint filed 
by Shahnaz. Shahnaz also 
met the then textile minister 
Jahangir Kabir Nanak and 
sought justice.

The Rab HQ on April 29 
formed a three-member 
committee and temporarily 
attached to the HQ 20 Rab-4 
members who participated in 
the operation, according to a 
letter issued to the Rab-4.

Sources have confirmed 
that the Rab HQ inquiry 
committee had interrogated 
the Rab members.

Constable Jhuton Bain 
has admitted in writing that 
the Rab team picked up 
Baizid and Bellal from near 
the Islamic Foundation office 
in Agargaon at the orders 
of Operation Commander 
Akhtaruzzaman.

Assistant Sub-Inspector 
Atikul Haque rode Baizid’s 
motorcycle from Agargaon 

with Akhtaruzzaman as the 
pillion, he wrote.

Jhuton said he and 
the others searched the 
motorcycle 40 minutes 
after Baizid and Bellal were 
detained.

He added that the Rab 
team had not planted the 
firearm and bullets on the 
motorcycle, noting that “there 
was scope to do such a thing 
since the motorcycle was in 
our custody”.

Baizid walked out of jail in 
May after one month and 26 
days.

His mother said Baizid, 
Billal and a local named Noor 
Alam were talking when the 
microbus stopped near them.

“A man stepped out of the 
vehicle and asked who Baizid 
was. When my son nodded, 
more men got down and 
forced him into the microbus. 
Baizid later learned that the 
man who approached him 
was Akhtaruzzaman,” she 
said.

Noor Alam gave a similar 
account of the incident. He 
was not picked up by the Rab 
team.

Baizid told his mother 
that the Rab men handcuffed 
and blindfolded him in the 
microbus and when he asked 
who they were, the men 
slapped him.

“Then he heard the men 
talk about where they should 
go. The men made it seem like 
they were going to kill him in a 
‘crossfire’,” Shahnaz said.

After a while, they removed 
the blindfold and made 
him get down at Moddho 
Pirerbagh. Akhtaruzzaman 
then asked Baizid to remove 
the motorcycle seat. But, 
Baizid refused because he 
noticed that somebody had 
lifted the seat by force and 
failed to put it back properly.

“Then a Rab man kept 
hitting him with a stick until 
he complied,” Shahnaz said, 
adding that when he lifted the 
seat he saw the firearm and 
bullets. 

In the case, Petty Officer 
Rasul wrote that the Rab 
team found a 8.5 inches long 
revolver and two bullets under 
the seat of Baizid’s motorcycle.

Owners of two nearby 
shops Muhammad Zahid and 
Jahangir Alam were named as 
witnesses.

Contacted, Jahangir said 
he was at his shop when a 
man in Rab uniformed asked 
him to step out of the shop 
and take a look at what had 
been found in possession of a 
suspect.

“After I went and saw the 
firearm and bullets, they asked 
me to sign a paper, and I did,” 
he added.

Zahid refused to make 
comments, saying he faced a 
lot of trouble after he talked to 
a reporter earlier.

A dealer of Yamaha 
motorcycles and a mechanic 
said the seat does not 
properly fall in place if one 
puts something as large as a 
revolver under it.

Sub-Inspector Rishit Khan 
who investigated the case filed 
by Rab said he pressed charges 
after the probe and refused to 
make comments.

C o n t a c t e d , 
Akhtaruzzaman said there 
was no false information in 
the complaint filed against 
Baizid.

When asked about the 
discrepancies, he said, “The 
court will decide if there are 
problems in the case.”

Jahangir Alam, 
superintendent of police at 
Dhaka North Police Bureau 
of Investigation, who is 
investigating the case filed by 
Baizid’s mother, said, “We will 
investigate the case neutrally.” 

Arafat Islam, immediate 
past director of Rab Legal 
and Media wing, said when a 
complaint is lodged, a Rab HQ 
cell investigates.

“If anyone is found 
guilty, he or she must face 
punishment,” he added.
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army official Brig Gen (retd) 
Abdullahil Amaan Azmi, and 
rights activist Mikel Chakma 
were released from captivity.

Quasem and Azmi, sons 
of convicted war criminals 
Mir Quasem Ali and Ghulam 
Azam, were both picked up 
in August 2016 and forcibly 
disappeared for eight years.

Mikel was confined in 
2019 and released after five 
years.

Liton said since August 
5, “one or two” more people, 
who were being held, were 
released.

Commission Chairman 
Justice Moyeenul Islam 
Chowdhury said they had 
scrutinised 400 complaints 

and interviewed 140 people. 
In total, the commission has 
received approximately 1,600 
complaints.

Of the allegations, 172 
were linked with Rab, 37 
with the police’s Counter 
Terrorism and Transnational 
Crime unit, 26 with the 
Directorate General of Forces 
Intelligence, 55 with the 
Detective Branch of police, 25 
with the police, and 68 with 
“others”, said commission 
member Sazzad Hossain.

The commission raised 
concerns about “attempts to 
destroy evidence” linked to 
these secret cells.

“Law enforcement 
agencies are destroying 

cells and their walls. Those 
involved in this destruction 
will likely be unwilling to 
cooperate. Current officers 
may become complicit in the 
crimes of their predecessors,” 
said Nabila.

The commission 
described how they found 
detention centres that were 
defaced, repainted and 
stripped of equipment used 
for torturing people.

“For example, we were 
taken to a large room. But 
upon further inspection, we 
learnt that the room had 
actually been three cells, 
but the walls were later torn 
down, and the room was 
plastered again,” said Liton.


