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The photo shows a damaged multi-storey apartment block following, what local authorities called, a Ukrainian drone attack in the course of
Russia-Ukraine conflict in Belgorod, Russia yesterday.

Israeli strikes hit south of
Beirut, Bekaa region

5 Lebanese killed; Hezbollah launches rockets into Israel

REUTERS, BEIRUT
At least one Israeli airstrike
hit an apartment building in
a beach town south of Beirut
yesterday, Lebanese state media
said, as other deadly strikes hit
scattered locations across the

country  and e —
armed group |
Hezbollah
launched
rockets into
Israel.

The  attack

on the beach
town of Jiyyeh
left a massive
smoke column
billowing out of
an apartment building. It was not
immediately clear if the strike was
an assassination attempt, and no
evacuation warning was given
before it was carried out.

The Israeli military and Iran-
backed Hezbollah have been

exchanging fire for over a year in
parallel with the Gaza offensive,
but hostilities have escalated
over the last six weeks. More than
3,000 people have been killed in
Lebanon, most of them since late
September, according to health
authorities.

Israeli strikes
yesterday  also
Killed five people
near the city of

Baalbek in the
Bekaa  Valley,
including
two Kkilled in

a strike on a

car, according

to  Lebanon’s
health ministry.

Lebanon’s state news agency
said yesterday that it estimated
Israeli air strikes and widespread
detonation of homes had
destroyed more than 40,000
housing units in the country’s
border region.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on Monday
pinned blame on Hamas for
rejecting a temporary Gaza truce
as he also pressed Israel again to
allow more aid into the Palestinian
territory.

A Hamas official told AFP on
Friday that the group had received a
proposal from Egypt and Qatar for
a short-term truce and rejected it
for not including a lasting ceasefire
to the nearly 13-month offensive.

In a telephone call with
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty, Blinken “noted that
Hamas has once again refused to
release even a limited number of
hostages to secure a ceasefire and
relief for the people of Gaza,” a
State Department statement said.

Blinken  “emphasized  the
importance of bringing the war in
Gazatoanend, securing therelease
of all hostages and increasing
and sustaining the delivery of
humanitarian assistance,” it said.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Delhi wants
artificial rain
to tackle air
pollution

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s capital territory of
Delhiis keen to use artificial
rain to fight air pollution
this year, its Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said
yesterday, as deteriorating
air quality in the region led
to anincrease in respiratory
illnesses.

Large swathes of north
India battle pollution each
winter as cold air traps
dust, vehicle emissions
and smoke from farm fires
in the breadbasket states
of Punjab and Haryana,
shrouding the national
capital and its suburbs in a
toxic haze.

Cloud-seeding - the
method of triggering rain
by seeding clouds with salts
- was considered to curb
pollution in 2023 too but
the plan did not materialise
due to  unfavourable
weather conditions.

Arms recovery case
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motorcycle while keeping her
son and his companion in the
microbus.

The law enforcers then put
the firearm and bullets under
the seat to stage a recovery
and accuse him in a case, she
said.

She added that a local
internet service provider had
bribed the Rab team to frame
Baizid because of a rivalry over

business matters.
She filed a case against
Akhtaruzzaman, special

company commander of Rab-
4, and five others with a Dhaka
court on April 3.

The other accused are
local internet service provider
Shihabul Islam Shayan, Petty
Officer Rasul, Rab informants
Saiful Islam Mithu and John,
and local Awami League
leader Shantu Rahman Dulal
who used his connections to
“get Rab to frame her son and
Bellal”.

The Rab Headquarters
(Rab HQ) in April started an
investigation after the then
home minister Asaduzzaman
Khan sent the Rab director
general a complaint filed
by Shahnaz. Shahnaz also
met the then textile minister
Jahangir Kabir Nanak and
sought justice.

The Rab HQ on April 29
formed a three-member
committee and temporarily
attached to the HQ 20 Rab-4
members who participated in
the operation, according to a
letter issued to the Rab-4.

Sources have confirmed
that the Rab HQ inquiry
committee had interrogated
the Rab members.

Constable Jhuton Bain
has admitted in writing that
the Rab team picked up
Baizid and Bellal from near
the Islamic Foundation office
in Agargaon at the orders
of Operation Commander
Akhtaruzzaman.

Assistant  Sub-Inspector
Atikul Haque rode Baizid’s
motorcycle from Agargaon

with Akhtaruzzaman as the
pillion, he wrote.

Jhuton said he and
the others searched the
motorcycle 40  minutes
after Baizid and Bellal were
detained.

He added that the Rab
team had not planted the
firearm and bullets on the
motorcycle, noting that “there
was scope to do such a thing
since the motorcycle was in
our custody”.

Baizid walked out of jail in
May after one month and 26
days.

His mother said Baizid,
Billal and a local named Noor
Alam were talking when the
microbus stopped near them.

“A man stepped out of the
vehicle and asked who Baizid
was. When my son nodded,
more men got down and
forced him into the microbus.
Baizid later learned that the
man who approached him
was Akhtaruzzaman,” she
said.

Noor Alam gave a similar
account of the incident. He
was not picked up by the Rab
team.

Baizid told his mother
that the Rab men handcuffed
and blindfolded him in the
microbus and when he asked
who they were, the men
slapped him.

“Then he heard the men
talk about where they should
€o. The men made it seem like
they were going to kill him in a
‘crosshire’,” Shahnaz said.

After a while, they removed
the blindfold and made
him get down at Moddho
Pirerbagh.  Akhtaruzzaman
then asked Baizid to remove
the motorcycle seat. But,
Baizid refused because he
noticed that somebody had
lifted the seat by force and
failed to put it back properly.

“Then a Rab man kept
hitting him with a stick until
he complied,” Shahnaz said,
adding that when he lifted the
seat he saw the firearm and
bullets.

Inquiry commission finds
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army official Brig Gen (retd)
Abdullahil Amaan Azmi, and
rights activist Mikel Chakma
were released from captivity.

Quasem and Azmi, sons
of convicted war criminals
Mir Quasem Ali and Ghulam
Azam, were both picked up
in August 2016 and forcibly
disappeared for eight years.

Mikel was confined in
2019 and released after five
years.

Liton said since August
5, “one or two” more people,
who were being held, were
released.

Commission  Chairman
Justice Moyeenul  Islam
Chowdhury said they had
scrutinised 400 complaints

and interviewed 140 people.
In total, the commission has
received approximately 1,600
complaints.

Of the allegations, 172
were linked with Rab, 37
with the police’s Counter
Terrorism and Transnational
Crime unit, 26 with the
Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence, 55 with the
Detective Branch of police, 25
with the police, and 68 with
“others”, said commission
member Sazzad Hossain.

The commission raised
concerns about “attempts o
destroy evidence” linked to
these secret cells.

“Law enforcement
agencies are  destroying

In the case, Petty Officer
Rasul wrote that the Rab
team found a 8.5 inches long
revolver and two bullets under
the seat of Baizid’s motorcycle.

Owners of two nearby
shops Muhammad Zahid and
Jahangir Alam were named as
witnesses.

Contacted, Jahangir said
he was at his shop when a
man in Rab uniformed asked
him to step out of the shop
and take a look at what had
been found in possession of a
suspect.

“After I went and saw the
firearm and bullets, they asked
me to sign a paper, and I did,”
he added.

Zahid refused to make
comments, saying he faced a
lot of trouble after he talked to
areporter earlier.

A dealer of Yamaha
motorcycles and a mechanic
said the seat does not
properly fall in place if one
puts something as large as a
revolver under it.

Sub-Inspector Rishit Khan
who investigated the case filed
by Rab said he pressed charges
after the probe and refused to
make comments.

Contacted,
Akhtaruzzaman said there
was no false information in
the complaint filed against
Baizid.

When asked about the
discrepancies, he said, “The
court will decide if there are
problems in the case.”

Jahangir Alam,
superintendent of police at
Dhaka North Police Bureau
of Investigation, who is
investigating the case filed by
Baizid’s mother, said, “We will
investigate the case neutrally.”

Arafat Islam, immediate
past director of Rab Legal
and Media wing, said when a
complaint is lodged, a Rab HQ
cell investigates.

“If anyone is found
guilty, he or she must face
punishment,” he added.

cells and their walls. Those
involved in this destruction
will likely be unwilling to
cooperate. Current officers
may become complicit in the
crimes of their predecessors,”
said Nabila.

The commission
described how they found
detention centres that were
defaced, repainted and
stripped of equipment used
for torturing people.

“For example, we were
taken to a large room. But
upon further inspection, we
learnt that the room had
actually been three cells,
but the walls were later torn
down, and the room was
plastered again,” said Liton.

Go! YIEF Ha=T :
BT et Institute of
S e Business
3o, Wfefer aifEfEns g, sat-Yoo0 | Ad .« _a .
Website: www.jb.com.bd ministration
"B AT OIGE waria fawafer
y | e AT s 1 | e e Pt
PR P — 1 | BT, QIR [STG0Te, TS ST NS, SN S,
5T |
g Taein aw whwel @ UG e WA Wt WA
HU Ko ) gﬁ?gz:w%;:wﬁo};mwﬁﬂﬁfwawm|
] T SSAICT R wed ' wie 1 | O BTG, FO TR ST S0 2038 B ob/3 1038 2
T | v s 1 | v vRE et (afbam) |
P 1 | e (e e |
L EL 1 | 0 oon (WTEIR-TE TR (N, 24T WAL -
TS MR- AT S Y0
v | TR I O JEDEEEY =
v ST Mo sy e /333028 T I 7 ob.00 T g el ;i L T ¥
e e B o] BBA Admission Test (Session 2024-25) of the Institute of Business 3+ No candidate is eligible to sit for this year's admission test, if she
53 | TR Cd S o 1| 39/55/3038 T G 978 09.00 VP | — = Administration (IBA), University of Dhaka will be held on Friday, :1;; _ap;gg;ed 'E:f"? admission test of the University of Dhaka, including
B Eetort -0 cd ¥ § 230, B
all i N b il i 03 January 2025 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. i it
TE T | on) T T cerea W GRS GeTCAT 4T, WRCHE SoPT AT
ﬁiﬁ.";};@’:ﬂ“ﬁ odgnatnd ol d ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA SELECTION PROCEDURE
o) SO TP ARERCRROry A el RoRY TR o3 1. For Applicants Who Have Passed SSC and HSC or |l Bangladeshi applicants must sit for the Admission Test. The test
ko e e Equivalent Exams: has two components: Written and Communication. The components
o) st iy cflefg TF, TEET U GRS, TP BB of the Written Test evaluate applicant's aptitude in English
wferced, e W RS , S tay wef e 0| tolotas i i i L Mathematics, and Analytical Ability, In order to pass the
Candidates who have passed their HSC or equivalent exam held in anguage, Ma ' yi ty. p
of ) T ER X e WA R r 1 H il e
Eﬁnww?‘wmv:um%m - 2024 are eligible to apply for 2024-2025 academic session. They ~ Wrilten Test, an applicant must obtain a minimum qualifying score
3 _| i caarrem | R wi @ wr ew o 18 (S W must have a minimum 8.0 as total of SSC & HSC GPA (including the i all sections. Applicants will be selected for the Communication
S¢_| v Presem g B [ oa). OV S W 4th subject) and secure at least 3.5 GPA in both the exams Test on the basis of their performance in the Written Test.
Se | T W 3 | o000/~ (TN TTWTE) BT NI WIS AT AFON T ST e : <
T S (% ST EUGHT e E TS (- WSl FReTE T Wi
s W -
T I SR e S ) 2. tl;oquifglccgnf t“.r'hol Ha\IrEe P_assged tSGSEI'O-LeveI HOW TO APPLY
byl Il e g b il -Level or Equivalent Exams: The application must be submitted online (at http:/fadmission._eis.
T e T | ) SRR [ <CTT BV OO e 8 T SO TS 0 | du.ac.bd) by Monday, 25 November 2024 (till 11:59 PM).
" ) IR TR 7 TS] % T e S TS e Candidates who have passed IGCSE/ O-level exam with at least 5
T A IF. N . S - subjects (including Mathematics) and IAL/ GCE A-Level exam inat  Application fee of Tk. 1500/- is to be paid by Monday, 25 November
' least 2 subjects (final result of at least one subject of AL/ GCE 2024 (till 11:59 PM). Admit card can be downloaded from Monda
W) v Srefe AW ayE T o ofe we g 38 26 e Y,
CBFP] I S TS WA R A-Level rnu;t ha:.'e been published in 2024) are eligible to apply. Out 23 December 2024 to Friday, 03 January 2025 (till 9:00 AM),
;E‘;;mi’[:;;wﬁ g0 :‘;*m s e of the 7 subjects in IGCSE/ O-Level and IAL/ GCE A-level, candidates
B ey o T e —— should get minimum 2 A grades. Students must obtain minimum For detailed application procedure, visit the IBA website at
) T ST P T ST X T S e/ we v i average grade point of 35 (out of 50) in IGCSE/O-level and  https:/iwww.iba-du.edu or the DU admission website; hitp://
Wi 2 B TR e i % v
- wa ol mj":_m E'w A IAL/IGCE A-Level in both the exams. Grade point equivalence: admission.eis.du.ac.bd.
T G O RS W | A=5.0,B=4.0, C=3.0 and D=0.0.
w) PPR-2008 (remedr) el srve stz v wa ) For further information, contact the |IBA Helpdesk at 017725 63303
mmm@ it Candidates from O-level, A-level or from any other board outside the or GTIBT;SUQ? pet'_weenl: :g a":;"m pm on any working day or
country have to obtain “Equivalence Certificate” from DU at the ~ ©Mall 8t bba-admission@iba-du.edu.
beginning of their application process. To get equivalence certificate, Ditect
ET] please visit the DU admission website: hitps://admission.eis.du.ac. 1I'l..3t.': or ; - )
ol * bd. If an applicant faces any difficulty to obtain “Equivalence  Institute of Business Administration
i Certificate” from DU, s/he is advised to contact “IBA Helpdesk”  University of Dhaka, Dhaka-1000
ey immediately.
GD- 880 e S "' GD&78




