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Businessman
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forces charged batons to
disperse the mob, added
the sources.

The incident took place
between 6:00pm and
8:30pm.

The man owns a shop
in Mia Shopping Complex
on Hazari Lane, which is
known for its wholesale
medicine and gold markets.

Police sources said a
group of 20 to 25 people,
incensed by his Facebook

post, attacked and

vandalised his shop.
Witnesses said local

Hindu businessmen

intervened to protect him
by closing the shop.

A team from Bakshirhat
police outpost arrived at the
spot but struggled to control
the situation. Additional
police from Kotwali and
army personnel later joined
in to restore order, they said.

Following the incident,
both the medicine and gold
markets were closed (o
prevent further escalation.

A police official, speaking
anonymously, told The
Daily  Star, “Describing
the Facebook post as
disrespectful, around 30
youths  confronted the
businessman at his shop,
and eventually attacked him.
Local Hindu businessmen
intervened to protect him
and alerted the police.”

Chattogram
Metropolitan Police
spokesperson Kazi Tarek
Aziz told this newspaper
that six officers were
injured and admitted
to Chattogram Medical
College Hospital. One of
them suffered burns.

CMP Additional
Commissioner (Crime and
Operations) Abdul Mannan
confirmed thebusinessman
was in police custody,
adding, “The situation is
now under control, and an
investigation is ongoing.”

Female labourers clearing weeds from a field in Chuknagar area of Khulna yesterday. Once cleared, farmers
will plant various winter vegetables like cauliflowers and cabbages here. After working from the morning till
noon, these women are paid Tk 250 per day.
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MORRELGANJ TO SHARANKHOLA
Parts of embankment damaged

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat
Barely a year after its handover,
the “sustainable embankment”
constructed from Morrelganj to
Sharankhola under the Coastal
Embankment Improvement Project
in Bagerhat is already failing. Large
sections of the embankment are
eroding, prompting widespread
concern among coastal residents
who fear for their safety and
livelihoods.

The embankment was built
in response to urgent pleas from
communities devastated by the
2007 Cyclone Sidr, which claimed
908 lives and caused billions in
financial losses.

The 62-kilometre embankment
was constructed at a cost of Tk 242
crore. In December 2023, the Water
Development Board handed over
the embankment.

Salam Sheikh, a resident of

Jilbunia village in Rayenda Union,
said, “We lost everything to river
erosion and Cyclone Sidr. This
embankment was supposed to be
our safeguard, but it’s already falling
apart with massive sinkholes and
blocks collapsing into the river.”
More than 200 sinkholes have

formed along the embankment
between Rayenda and Bagi.

Locals suspect the deterioration
is due to the use of substandard
construction materials, with some
claiming that sand was used in

place of more durable soil.

“You can’t even drive along the
embankment because of these
sinkholes,” said Dalim, a resident of
Rayenda.

The situation has worsened
since Cyclone Remal, which caused
additional instability, said locals.

Krishnendu Bikash, sub-
divisional engineer at the Bagerhat
Water Development Board, said
they are conducting surface repair
works.

He also said a new project
proposal for long-term stabilisation
has been submitted.

Sudipta Kumar Singh,
Sharankhola  upazila  nirbahi
officer, said, “Our team inspected
the damaged sections, and we've
urged the WDB to implement
emergency measures. Sharankhola
is surrounded by rivers on three
sides, so it’s crucial we stabilise the
embankment.”

22 hurt in AL-BNP clash

Four hospitalised with gunshot wounds

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

injured, including four
with gunshot wounds, in a
clash between supporters
of the Awami League and
BNP  over establishing
supremacy in the Char
area of Raipura upazila,
Narsingdi yesterday.
According to locals,
about 30 people led by
Abdus Salam, the local
ward AL president who
fled Mohinipur village after
the AL government fell
on August 5, attacked the
house of Shamsu Mia, a
union parishad member and
BNP leader, in the village.

Armed with firearms,
they attacked Shamsu’s
residence, triggering a clash
between the two groups. The
confrontation lasted around
one and a half hours.

The  four  gunshot
victims -- Shuvo Mia, 28,
Parvez, 29, Kamal Mia, 40,
and Mamun Mia, 30 -- were
admitted to Brahmanbaria
General Hospital. Among
them, Shuvo sustained four
gunshot wounds to his legs
and one to his right wrist.

Locals say there has
been a longstanding
dispute between AL
leader Abdus Salam and
BNP  leader = Shamsu.
Following the fall of the
AL government, Shamsu,

who had been on the run
for three years, returned to
the area on August 5 with
his supporters. Since then,
Abdus Salam and his group
had reportedly left the area.

Injured Shuvo, son of
Shamsu, said, “Awami
League leader Abdus Salam
and his men attacked uswith
pistols and crude bombs
without any provocation.
They came from nearby
villages on a few speedboats
and two boats.”

Contacted, Narsingdi
Superintendent of Police
Md Abdul Hannan told
The Daily Star that he was
unaware of any clash in the
Char area. “I will look into
the matter,” he said.

Harassment of social worker
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MP Shahadat Hossain, BNP
leader Akhtaruzzaman
Bappi, and their associates
are targeting Goswami
with misinformation and
intimidation tactics aimed
atdisrupting her initiatives.
The demonstration

began at 11:00am, led by

Principal Subhash Sarkar.
The protesterssaid Hossain

and Bappi were harassing

Goswami by hiring criminals.
A dismissed teacher of the
institution, Abdus Samad, is
also in onit, they added.

They claimed local NGOs
are also helping the three
as they feel threatened by
Goswami’s works.

The nexus is also trying
to  unlawfully  remove
Goswami from her teaching
position, they said.

The protesters

include Azad Hossain
Belal, convener of the
Satkhira District Citizens’
Committee; Abdul Hamid,
principal; educationist
Kishori Mohan Sarkar;
Swapon Kumar Shil, general
secretary of the Hindu-
Buddhist-Christian ~ Unity
Council’s Satkhira branch;
and Bishwanath Ghosh,
general secretary of the Puja
Celebration Committee.
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