
CITY  
DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2024 

KARTIK 20, 1431 BS 5
Woman beaten to 
death in N’ganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

A 55-year-old woman was beaten to death early 
yesterday while cooking her meal at home in 
Narayanganj’s Fatullah area.

The victim, Nilufa Begum, a garment worker 
residing in Gabtali under Fatullah Police Station, 
was attacked around 5:00am, police said.

Police arrested the suspect, Md Shanto, 25, 
hailing from Cumilla, but found no clear motive 
behind the attack.

Locals and police reported that Shanto, wielding a 
stick, attempted to break the window of Nilufa’s one-
storey residence. When Nilufa intervened, Shanto 
began beating her brutally without provocation.

Upon hearing her screams, neighbours rushed 
to her aid and took her to Narayanganj General 
Hospital, where doctors pronounced her dead, 
said OC Shariful Islam of Fatullah Police Station.

“This was an unprovoked incident, and we 
found no prior connection between the suspect 
and the victim,” OC Shariful said.

Shanto is reportedly an employee at Central 
Dewanbag Sharif in Dhaka. Authorities there said 
Shanto is ‘intellectually challenged’, he said.

The deceased’s son, Md Nasir, said the family 
did not know the suspect. Following the incident, 
locals detained Shanto, beat him, and handed him 
over to police. A murder case has been filed, and 
Shanto has been sent to jail.

DHAKA-CTG HIGHWAY

15 tonnes of iron 
scrap looted
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Approximately 15 tonnes of iron scrap belonging 
to GPH Ispat Limited, a private steel re-rolling 
company, were stolen by a group of criminals on 
the Dhaka-Chattogram Highway in Sitakunda 
upazila early yesterday. 

Law enforcers detained truck driver Belal, 30, 
but failed to recover the looted iron scrap so far, 
said police.

The robbery took place on the highway near 
Sitakunda’s BM Container Depot area in Barawlia. 
Around 10 to 12 miscreants intercepted the iron 
laden dump-truck by placing a private car on the 
highway, said police, quoting GPH Ispat’s adviser 
for logistics and security Showkat Osman.

They later drove away with the truck. The 
dump-truck was found without the iron scrap in 
Panthichila Bazar area, nearly 30km away from the 
crime spot, in an abandoned condition, said police.

GPH Ispat authorities filed a case with 
Sitakunda Police Station. The police station’s OC 
could not be contacted for comments.

Severed leg found 
in Dhaka dumpster
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered a severed human leg in 
the capital’s Mohammadpur area last 
night.

Locals first found it around 8:30pm 
in an alley on Razia Sultana Road, where 
garbage is commonly dumped.

“The leg was found wrapped in 
bandage,” said Hafizur Rahman, inspector 
of Mohammadpur Police Station.

He said they will investigate the matter.

10 Dhaka roads to 
go horn-free in Jan
UNB, Dhaka

Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan yesterday said the government is 
set to announce 10 roads in Dhaka “horn-
free” from January.

“Necessary amendments to the law will 
be made to promote a horn-free country,” 
she said while speaking as the chief guest 
at the Grand Finale of the “Shahid Selim 
BUFT National Debate Competition 2024” 
held at BGMEA University of Fashion & 
Technology in Uttara, Dhaka.

She emphasised the need for everyone 
to drive responsibly and reduce horn use, 
and highlighted the crucial role of youth 
in raising public awareness.

Two killed, 7 hurt 
in CNG filling 
station blast
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Two people were killed and seven injured 
in a gas explosion at a CNG filling station 
in Mymensingh city’s Rohmotpur area 
yesterday afternoon.

The deceased are Himel Mia, 26, a 
private car driver, and Abdul Quddus, 85, a 
local, said Md Shafiqul Islam Khan, officer-
in-charge of Kotwali Police Station.

The explosion, reportedly caused by a 
gas leak in a supply pipe, occurred when a 
private car was refuelling at Azhar Filling 
Station and Intraco CNG Gas Pump on the 
Rohmotpur bypass around 3:00pm, said 
OC Shafiqul, quoting locals.

Six firefighting units brought the fire 
under control after around 30 minutes.

The injured were admitted to hospitals.

SHUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Soon after the 22-day fishing ban on 
hilsa ended, a significant influx of hilsa 
fish appeared in local markets across the 
Barishal division. 

However, locals suspect many of these 
fish were caught during the ban, a claim 
also hinted at by fisheries officials.

They also suspect fish traders have 
stored hilsa through various preservation 
methods, releasing them into the market 
immediately after the ban. 

Just six hours after the restriction was 
lifted, at least 500 maunds of hilsa were 

spotted in Barishal’s Port Road wholesale 
market. Locals said many of these fish 
were discoloured and appeared frozen, 
indicating they may have been caught 

days earlier. 
Liton Majhi, a trader who brought 

in 10 maunds of hilsa from Bhola by 
trawler, remained evasive when asked 
how he obtained such a large quantity 
of fish so quickly after the ban was lifted.

During a recent visit to the Port Road, 
various sizes of hilsa were found on sale. 
Traders reported prices of around Tk 
68,000 per maund for larger fish, Tk 
65,000 per maund for medium-sized 
fish, and between Tk 26,000 and Tk 
58,000 per maund for smaller hilsa, 
depending on weight. 

Hilsa surge right after 
ban sparks controversy

Locals suspect fishers caught the fish earlier 
and traders kept them in cold storage

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

A makeshift roadside eatery occupies a significant portion of the footpath in front of the Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College 
Hospital in the capital. With the eatery running its activities, including cooking, there, pedestrians face difficulties and safety 
concerns while walking on the footpath and are often forced to walk on the road instead. The photo was taken yesterday. 
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