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Exercise caution when attending
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The ministry’s instructions 
emphasise verifying the 
history of the inviting 
organisation or institution 
and discouraging 
attendance at events 
featuring controversial 
figures. Officials are 
advised to be vigilant for 
controversial images or 
symbols on invitation 
materials, crests, certificates, 
banners, PowerPoint slides, 
trophies, and logos.

One recent incident 
illustrating this need 
for caution occurred on 
October 25 at an event 
in Jashore, attended by 
Deputy Commissioner Md 
Azharul Islam. During the 
event, a song referencing 
former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina was played, 

causing discomfort. The 
DC detained five individuals 
involved in the programme, 
releasing them eight 
hours later after a written 
undertaking.

The directive also 
instructs government 
employees to ensure that 
national days cancelled by 
the current government 
are not commemorated. 
Any books, souvenirs, 
or memorabilia related 
to these cancelled days 
or individuals must be 
removed from offices. 
Officials are encouraged to 
prepare written statements 
for events and avoid slogans 
outside of the authorised 
statements. Additionally, 
steps should be taken to 
prevent employees from 
being misled by rumours.

A senior secretary, 
speaking anonymously 
to The Daily Star, said 
while the directive is 
manageable for secretaries, 
it presents challenges for 
field administrators like 
upazila nirbahi officers and 
divisional commissioners, 
who are frequently involved 
in local events. 

A DC from the northern 
region added that the new 
directive complicates their 
duties, requiring additional 
background checks before 
attending functions.

The Ministry of Public 
Administration has 
instructed all secretaries 
to formally inform their 
respective offices to ensure 
all government employees 
are aware of these new 
guidelines.

Students demand
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The protesters highlighted 
a recruitment freeze for 
medical technologists, 
which has persisted for 
over 14 years. 

Currently, only 4,106 
of the 5,975 government-
sanctioned medical 
technologist positions are 
filled. The students cited 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) standards that 
recommend a ratio of three 
nurses and five medical 
technologists per doctor.

Many technologists have 
now exceeded the age limit 
for government jobs due 
to recruitment delays, the 

protesters said, pointing to 
prolonged discrimination 
and administrative issues 
as obstacles.

Sohel Howladar, joint 
secretary of the platform, 
said DGHS officials, 
including the director 
general, have assured 
the protesters that their 
demands will be addressed.

“We were assured that 
steps would be taken to 
meet our demands, so we 
cleared the road. However, 
if the demands remain 
unmet, we will announce 
further actions, including a 
long march,” Sohel told The 
Daily Star.

DMP launches app to identify
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by a supervising officer 
before integration into the 
central database, ensuring 
greater data accuracy.

Tetsushi Irie, a specialist 
in road safety planning with 
JICA, said, “This tool will 
provide a comprehensive, 
real-time dataset on 
accidents, helping to 
identify high-risk areas, or 
‘black spots,’ and analyse 
underlying factors like 
weather, visibility, or driver 
behaviour.”

He said DARC is expected 
to streamline the data flow, 
making road safety planning 
and intervention more 
responsive and effective.

Ahead of the app’s 
rollout, DMP trained 
approximately 850 officers 
in May, covering traffic 
management principles, 
data collection techniques, 
and crash reporting 
through the app. 

In June, the app was 
launched on a trial 
basis across eight traffic 
divisions, allowing officers 
to report and analyse 
incidents in real-time. This 

pilot phase has already 
shown promising results in 
terms of usability and data 
quality.

Additional Police 
Commissioner (Traffic) 
Khondoker Nazmul Hasan 
said, “With this app, we can 
now analyse the primary 
causes of accidents and 
identify the locations where 
they occur most frequently. 
Once fully operational, we 
intend to use these insights 
to introduce preventive 
measures, which will 
transform our approach to 
road safety,” added.

The DMP’s initiative 
has encountered some 
challenges, including 
personnel transfers and 
political changes, which 
briefly slowed the project’s 
momentum. 

However, Nazmul Hasan 
said additional training 
would soon be provided to 
newly appointed officers 
to ensure that all traffic 
personnel are equipped to 
use the app effectively. 

“The more accurate data 
we gather, the better we can 
tailor our responses. This 

initiative is expected to 
play a key role in reducing 
accidents and enhancing 
road safety in Dhaka,” he 
added.

Dr Kazi Md Shifun 
Newaz of BUET’s Accident 
Research Institute said 
police officers already 
have access to an Accident 
Reporting Form for 
documenting accidents 
but have not always used it 
systematically. 

“With the new DARC 
app, if traffic officials take 
responsibility for filling in 
required fields accurately, 
and if the data is verified 
properly, it could create a 
highly valuable database,” 
said Dr Newaz.

He commended DARC 
as a strong first step in 
Dhaka but argued for the 
need to expand the system 
nationwide. 

“While it’s a positive 
start as a pilot in the capital, 
establishing a unified 
national platform would 
be essential to significantly 
reduce traffic accidents 
across the country,” he 
added.

People
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government to hold the 
national election quickly.

“People will decide who 
should be rejected and 
who should be accepted 
through the election. So, 
any imprudent decision 
will not bring welfare or 
peace to the country,” he 
stated.

The Swadhinata Forum, 
a pro-BNP platform, 
organised the programme 
at the Jatiya Press Club to 
commemorate National 
Revolution and Solidarity 
Day on November 7.

Gayeshwar, a member 
of the BNP Standing 
Committee, said the 
term “reform” became 
stigmatised during the 1/11 
political changeover due to 
ulterior motives.

He said while there is 
widespread support for 
necessary state reforms, 
attempts to consolidate 
power by banning 
a political party or 
promoting depoliticisation 
will not serve the nation’s 
interests.

“Those who deserve 
banning have, in effect, 
banned themselves and 
departed from the country; 
now there is no one to raise 
their banner or slogans,” he 
asserted.

The BNP leader said 
political parties should 
not engage in retribution 
against each other.

“We are fighting for 
democracy, and the 
restoration of democracy 
is the means of taking that 
revenge (on AL),” he said.

Illegal structures
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Shafiqul Islam, a resident of 
Jalalabad Residential Area 
in Oxygen, also alleged that 
these shops have been set 
up by bribing the gateman 
at the crossing.

Talking to this 
correspondent, Hezbullah, 
however, refuted the 
allegation. “I have no 
involvement with such 
illegal activities,’ he claimed.

According to BR, the 
accused gateman has been 
working at this spot for six 
years.

Asked, Zillur Rahman 
said they got information 
from locals against some 
gatemen who have been 
helping grabbers to set up 
structures along rail tracks 
for bribes. “We are yet to 
find any evidence in this 
regard,” he added.

Hilsa surge right
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Prices have reportedly 
decreased by Tk 100-300 
per kilogramme since the 
ban was lifted. Notably, 
larger hilsa remain rare, 
and most of the available 
fish do not contain eggs.

Abdur Rahim, a trader 
at Mahipur fish landing 
centre in Patuakhali, said 
hilsa availability in local 
rivers remains low, with 
only about 200 maunds 
observed. 

Many fishermen have 
headed out to the sea, 
hoping for a better catch.

Barishal District 
Fisheries Officer Bimal 
Chandra Das confirmed 
a surge in hilsa on the 
market but noted that the 
fish are relatively small. 

Fishermen are known 
to start fishing just before 
the ban ends, he added. He 
said most of these fish were 
likely caught legally.

Divisional Fisheries 
Officer Nripendranath 

Biswas said traders 
sometimes preserve fish 
independently and sell 
them post-ban. 

He said they did not find 
any fish in the cold storage. 
“If any trader stored fish 
privately, we cannot do 
much about that,” he 
added. 

During the 22-day ban, 

the authorities conducted 
3,394 operations and 
1,100 mobile court 
sessions across the 
region. These efforts led 
to 681 individuals being 
fined and over 18 tonnes 
of illegally caught hilsa 
being seized, resulting in 
a total of Tk 32.97 lakh in 
fines, he said.

DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2024 

KARTIK 20, 1431 BS        4

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 
NOVEMBER 5

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-55

5-30

Zohr  

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-00

4-15

Maghrib

5-30

5-34

Esha

7-15

7-45

Access to energy
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the only way to ensure 
access for all. 

“We are handing over our 
resources to multinational 
companies with the aid of 
bureaucrats… This system 
must be dismantled. When 
discussing energy, we must 
also consider trees and the 
environment,” he added.

Prof M Shamsul Alam, 
energy adviser to the 
Consumers Association of 
Bangladesh, praised the 
government’s decision of 
not invoking the indemnity 
provision of the Bangladesh 
Quick Enhancement of 
Electricity and Energy 
Supply Act 2010 but urged 
them to fully repeal the act. 

“We will take the 
matter to court if it isn’t 
scrapped. Additionally, 
the ministry must transfer 
fuel price-setting authority 
to the Bangladesh Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 
The BERC should hold 
public hearings for 
accountability before 
determining fuel and 
electricity prices,” he said.

He also called for 
investigations into two 
development funds for 
the gas and power sectors, 
alleging misappropriation 
of public funds under the 
previous regime.

The seminar was chaired 
by REB Chairman Major 
General S M Zia-Ul-Azim.

Habiba Huq 
passes away
CITY DESK

Habiba Huq 
passed away 
at her Dhaka 
residence on 
Sunday.

Born on July 11, 1931, 
Habiba, nominated by the 
Muslim League, participated 
in the 1954 general election. 
She lost the contest by 
some votes to Razia Banu, 
granddaughter of Sher-e-
Bangla AK Fazlul Huq.

Huq published two 
volumes of poetry in 
Bangla. She was also known 
for her social works.

She is survived by her 
children Sharmin Huq, 
Yasmin Huq, Nazmeen 
Huq, Farzeen Huq, and Ejaz 
Huq. She also left behind 
seven grandchildren.

Her namaz-e-janaza will 
be held after Johr prayers 
at Masjid-Ut-Taqwa in 
Dhanmondi on November 5.


