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Declare Nov 3 mourning day
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Sohel Taj expressed his 
hopes that the chief adviser 
would consider his appeal. 

“The private secretary has 
received a memorandum 
from me. He will present 
my demands to the chief 
adviser, who will read them 
and give me feedback on his 
opinion,” he said.

In his three-point 
demand, Sohel Taj urged 
for April 10 to be observed 
as Republic Day and for Jail 
Killing Day to be marked 
with full state honours. He 
also demanded that the 
contributions of national 
leaders and the complete 
history of the Liberation 
War be incorporated into 
the national curriculum.

Earlier in the day, 
activists from Prohori 71 
staged a demonstration 
near Paribagh 
Supermarket, displaying 

placards to support Sohel 
Taj’s demands. The area was 
under police surveillance, 
with officers stationed 
around the demonstration 
and on Minto Road.

Meanwhile, the Awami 
League alleged that police, 
alongside Jamaat-Shibir 
supporters, had cordoned 
off Banani graveyard from 
early morning to prevent 
gatherings. 

In a Facebook post, the 
AL claimed the move was 
an attempt to obstruct their 
planned observance of Jail 
Killing Day, during which 
they intended to honour 
national leaders by placing 
flowers at their graves in 
Banani and Rajshahi and 
holding prayers for the 
Liberation War martyrs.

The post read, “The 
people of Bangladesh will 
not accept the stance taken 
by anti-independence 

forces.” Meanwhile in 
Kapasia, Gazipur, the 
home of Tajuddin Ahmed, 
unknown youths allegedly 
attempted to interfere a 
tribute ceremony organised 
by local freedom fighters 
marking the day. Despite 
this, the event preceded 
with a brief discussion and 
prayer session in honour of 
the four national leaders.

Jubo League leader
FROM PAGE 5

children hostage, and 
raped her. 

The woman filed a 
case under the Women 
and Children Repression 
Prevention Act with 
Chatkhil Police Station 
that day. During the trial, 
14 witnesses testified before 
the court.

Following the acquittal, 
the victim expressed her 
dismay, saying, “Sharif 
tortured me and my two 
children. Despite the 
testimony of 14 witnesses, 
he got away scot-free. I have 
been deprived of justice. If 
Sharif is released, I will be 

in great danger.”  
She has called on the 

government for protection.
Public Prosecutor 

Harunur Rashid indicated 
that an appeal would be 
filed with the High Court 
after consulting with the 
complainant.

Sharif reportedly 
faces eight or nine other 
cases, including charges 
of extortion, possession 
of arms, embezzlement, 
murder, and violence 
against women.

He has been out on bail 
for all these cases during 
the current Awami League 
tenure.

When Israeli
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Anwar Hossain, 
first secretary at the 
Bangladeshi embassy in 
Beirut, confirmed the 
circumstances leading to 
his death. 

The Bangladeshi 
community in Lebanon is 
struggling to process the 
loss of one of their own, he 
said. 
A LIFE OF STRUGGLE

Nizam, son of the late 
Mohammad Abdul 
Quddus, was the youngest 
of two brothers and three 
sisters. Their father passed 
away when Nizam was only 
six. Their mother passed 
away five years ago.

He spent approximately 
Tk 7 lakh to migrate 
to Lebanon, but he 
struggled to secure regular 
employment. Lebanon’s 
political and economic 
crises over the last few 
years, coupled with the 
impact of the pandemic, 
hindered his ability to earn 
a stable income.

Parul Begum, another 
elder sister of Nizam, 
said he could not earn 
a decent living because 
he lacked a fixed job and 
faced significant danger 
due to his lack of valid 
documentation. 

“At home, he could build 
only a small tin shed house 
for his mother,” she said.

Since their mother’s 
death, the family had been 
eagerly waiting for Nizam’s 
return. “Now, we are 
waiting for his body,” Saira 
Begum sobbed.
A COMMUNITY IN FEAR

This marks the first 
casualty of a Bangladeshi 
since the Israeli attacks 
against Hezbollah began 
in late September, though 
some other Bangladeshis 
have been injured earlier. 

“This death has created 
a sense of fear within 
our community,” said 
Abdul Karim, president 
of the Lebanon Probashi 
Bangladeshi Sramik Union 

in Beirut.
Anwar Hossain, first 

secretary of the Bangladesh 
embassy in Lebanon, 
advised the Bangladeshi 
community to exercise 
caution when going out 
and to avoid areas at risk 
of being targeted by Israeli 
forces.

There are approximately 
1,00,000 Bangladeshis in 
Lebanon. 

Since September, around 
3,000 have sought refuge 
in temporary shelters 
provided by Bangladeshi 
community organisations 
and Lebanese charities. 

The Bangladeshi 
embassy is also supporting 
them with food supplies.

In the initial phase, about 
1,800 Bangladeshis have 
registered for repatriation, 
and approximately 350 
have already returned 
under a joint initiative 
by the Bangladesh 
government and the 
International Organization 
for Migration. 

“Initially, we have 
arranged repatriation for 
those with all necessary 
travel documents. 
Eventually, we will also 
assist those without work 
permits or passports,” 
Anwar Hossain said. 

He said the Lebanese 
home ministry has waived 
fines for undocumented 
workers and halved exit 
visa fees.
NO LAST GOODBYES?

However, while repatriation 
efforts continue, Nizam’s 
siblings may not be able to 
see his body one last time 
due to the suspension of 
flight operations at Beirut 
airport. 

An official from the 
Bangladesh embassy in 
Beirut said Nizam had been 
living in Lebanon with his 
wife.

“We have informed her 
that repatriating his body 
to Bangladesh may not be 
possible,” he said. 

Dengue patient
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which they believe led to 
her death. “The nurses and 
staff did not attend to her 
properly,” said one of her 
relatives.

In response to the 
complaints, Abu Hena 
Mohammad Jamal, 
superintendent of 
Munshiganj General 
Hospital, acknowledged 
the high patient load but 
assured that staff had been 

trying their best under the 
circumstances. 

“We have formed a four-
member committee to 
investigate the claims,” he 
said.

Jamal also said he would 
file a formal complaint with 
the local police regarding 
the assault on hospital staff.

Currently, 35 dengue 
patients are being treated 
at Munshiganj General 
Hospital.

HC allows Khaleda to prepare
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permission to prepare the 
paper book. 

A Dhaka court 
on October 29, 2018 
convicted Khaleda and 
sentenced her to seven 
years imprisonment in the 
corruption case.

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission filed the case 
with Tejgaon Police Station 
on August 8, 2011, accusing 
four people, including 
Khaleda, of abusing power 
to raise funds for the trust 

from unknown sources.
Khaleda, who was under 

house arrest for the last 
five years, was released on 
August 6 this year after the 
president pardoned her 
punishments, a day after 
Sheikh Hasina resigned and 
fled the country in the face 
of a people’s uprising.

On that day, President 
Mohammed Shahabuddin, 
exercising his power under 
Article 49 of the constitution, 
granted Khaleda clemency 
in two cases based on the law 

ministry’s recommendation 
and ordered her release.

Khaleda Zia on February 
8, 2018, was sent to the 
Old Dhaka Jail after a 
special court in Dhaka 
sentenced her to five 
years’ imprisonment in 
the Zia Orphanage Trust 
corruption case. The High 
Court later doubled her 
five-year jail term.

In the same year, the 
same special court in Dhaka 
sentenced Khaleda to seven 
years in jail in the case.

Surge in skilled
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to a press release by Ami 
Probashi, a government-
approved platform 
assisting Bangladeshi 
migrant workers.

In total, over 5,00,000 
Bangladeshis secured jobs 
overseas in this period, a 
slight decrease compared 
to the 6,17,576 migrants 
recorded by the Bureau of 
Manpower, Employment 
and Training in the same 
period last year.

Saudi Arabia emerged 
as the most popular 
destination, attracting 
around 2,50,000 
Bangladeshi workers.

Malaysia followed with 
nearly 93,000 migrant 
workers, and Qatar ranked 
third with 39,517 workers, 
it said. 

The report also showed a 
demand in the construction 
and manufacturing sectors, 
with 63,469 migrants in 
construction and 33,748 in 
factory work.

However, women’s 
participation remained 
low at six percent, mostly 
as housekeepers, totaling 
13,190 workers. 

Dhaka led in migration 
numbers, with 121,520 
workers going abroad, 
followed by Chattogram 
with 91,530. The period 
saw 183,274 individual visas 
issued, alongside 28,223 
group visas.

Meanwhile, challenges 
like ensuring transparent, 
cost-effective, and expedited 
migration processes remain 
significant obstacles.

Committed to bring
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has been illegally 
transferred out of 
Bangladesh annually over 
the past 15 years. 

“Bringing back the 
laundered money is a 
tough job. However, 
the government has 
implemented extensive 
measures to recover these 
public funds, which, if 
returned, could be used 
for the betterment of the 
people,” Shafiqul said.

He said Chief Adviser 
Prof.Muhammad Yunus 
addressed the issue during 
meetings with world 
leaders on the sidelines of 
the UN General Assembly 
summit, where the recovery 
of siphoned funds was a key 
agenda item.

Shafiqul confirmed 
that discussions were 
held with Western 
ambassadors, including the 
US ambassador, UK high 
commissioner, and the Swiss 

envoy, regarding this matter. 
The Bangladesh 

Financial Intelligence Unit 
is actively working on the 
issue, collaborating with 
the FBI.

He said the interim 
government recognises the 
significant contributions 
of the four national leaders 
-- Syed Nazrul Islam, 
Tajuddin Ahmad, AHM 
Quamruzzaman and M 
Mansur Ali -- who were 
killed in jail on November 3, 
1975, and played vital roles 
during the Liberation War.

Regarding a recent 
attack on the Bangladesh 
Shilpakala Academy, 
Shafiqul condemned all 
forms of violence and said 
that the government has 
ordered a probe into the 
incident. 

He also condemned 
recent attacks on the Jatiyo 
Party office, affirming 
that law enforcement is 
addressing these issues.

Prevent return
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the court’s decision by 
swearing in Shahadat.

Shahadat took the oath 
as CCC mayor yesterday 
morning in a ceremony 
administered by AF Hassan 
Ariff, adviser to the Ministry 
of Local Government, 
Rural Development and 
Cooperatives, in the Local 
Government Division’s 
conference room at the 
Secretariat.

After the ceremony, 
the new mayor, along 
with party leaders and 
supporters, paid tribute at 
Zia’s grave.

This follows the October 
1 ruling by the Joint 
District and Sessions Judge 
and Election Tribunal of 
Chattogram, Mohammad 

Khairul Amin, declaring 
Shahadat the rightful 
mayor in response to his 
lawsuit regarding the 2021 
CCC election, in which AL’s 
Rezaul Karim Chowdhury 
was initially announced as 
the winner.

The Election Commission 
officially recognised 
Shahadat as the mayor on 
October 8, publishing the 
gazette that same evening.
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PRAYER 
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AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-55

5-30

Zohr  

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-00

4-15

Maghrib

5-30

5-34

Esha

7-15

7-45

Three killed
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The victim was identified 
as Alim Uddin, 27, from 
Jhorbaria Khanbari area 
in Phulbaria. Quoting 
locals, Phulbaria Police 
Station OC Mohammad 
Rukunuzzaman said the 
accident occurred around 
2:00pm. Police recovered 
the bodies and handed 
those to the families. 
Separate cases were filed.


