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The eco-warriors of
Bangladesh

Through our
platform,
we aim to

demonstrate

that our youth
possess the
capability

to tackle
community
problems.

They engage

with pressing
global

issues such

as climate
change,
environmental
pollution,
gender
equality,

and women’s
empowerment.
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Youth at the foreftront of climate awareness and action

SHEIKH TAJUL ISLAM TAJ

Estiak Ahmed Sajitis currently a third-
year student at Khulna University. In
2007, his family was forcibly displaced
from Rajbari to Keraniganj due to
river erosion.

Reflecting on that experience, Sajit
recalled, “I was just seven when my
family and I had to move to a one-
bedroom house in Keraniganj, Dhaka,
due to river erosion. My father had a
job in Dhaka at the time.”

Not just Sajit’s family, many of his
relatives and other villagers had to
relocate.

Determined to make a difference,
Sajit took action to address the
pressing issue of climate change.
He is now actively working to raise
awareness among students in Khulna,
focusing on educating them about
the impacts of climate change and
the importance of environmental
stewardship.

As a member of the BRAC Youth
Platform, he collaborates with
like-minded individuals, receiving
guidance and support to enhance
his efforts in promoting youth
engagement in climate action.

Together with seven friends -- Md
Akil Khan, Emon Kazi, Arli Kazi,
Sumaiya Akter, GM Rakib, Kifayat Ara
Rifa, and Siam Babu -- Sajit launched
a project called “Ujjibon”.

This initiative aims to raise
awareness about climate change

and its effects on the environment.
Through Ujjibon, they engage their
peers in discussions and activities
that highlight the importance of
sustainability and collective action
against climate challenges.

Members of Towards Sustainability promoting climate action on

Youths conducting an interactive session on climate education

Students at an awareness campaign inside a classroom.

Other members of Sajit’s team have
also experienced the harsh realities of
climate change. For instance, Rakib
lost his home to Cyclone Amphan,
while Arlin is also a climate migrant.

These personal struggles inspired
the group (o unite in their efforts to
combat climate change. “That’s why
we all came together to decide to work
on climate change,” Sajit explained.

“We started our change -making
journey through ‘Project Ujjibon’. We
believe that while the Earth doesn’t
need us, we certainly need the Farth,”

Members of “Towards Sustainability” along with school students planting trees in Khulna.

Sajit stated.

He emphasised their commitment
to a sustainable future, focusing on
recycling plastics and clothes as key
components of the initiative.

The team sought out schools with
students who were direct victims
of climate change and ultimately
selected Saraswati Secondary School
in Batiaghata upazila, Khulna.

Through their project, they
collaborated with 40 students and
parents to promote the recycling of
plastics and clothing.

As part of their initiative, the
team installed dustbins for waste
segregation at the school, encouraging
proper waste management practices
among students. They also conducted
educational sessions on climate
change, reaching 60 students from
six different schools. To further their
impact, they created eco-friendly
pens to reduce plastic usage and
engaged parents in learning about
the manufacturing process of these
sustainable products.

“We launched ‘Bondhu Bitan’
with a focus on innovative products:
eco-friendly pens crafted from paper
that contain plant seeds within their
casing. When the pen is discarded, the
paper decomposes, allowing the seed
to grow into a plant. Additionally, we
created portable grocery bags made
from old jeans and mixed seed packets
packaged in paper bags to help reduce
plastic waste,” Sajit added.

“We’ve sold over 300 pens to date
and have implemented an exchange
programme where people can trade
old jeans for books,” he said.

BRAC YOUTH PLATFORM

The BRAC Youth Initiative is not only

guiding the young activists but also

providing training to over a hundred

youths who are making impactful

contributions in their communities.
Initially,  participants  receive

training on various critical issues
such as gender equality, climate
change, women empowerment, and
waste management.

Project “Waste to Resource”
collecting waste from Bangabandhu
colony in Barishal.

Sariful Hasan, head of the BRAC
Youth Initiative, said, “Through our
platform, we aim to demonstrate that
our youth possess the capability to
tackle community problems. They
engage with pressing global issues
such asclimate change, environmental
pollution, gender equality, and
women’s empowerment.”

“We first provide them with training
and then encourage them to return to
their communities to address local
issues. They develop their own projects
that create a positive impact. Many
of these initiatives focus on training
women and conducting awareness
campaigns on various health issues,”
he added.

Sariful added, “Some participants
are focusing on climate change, while
others are addressing menstrual
hygiene. We plan to engage more
youth in these activities and aim to
connect with additional universities
and colleges to create a larger and

promoting
sustainable
practices in the
community.

Meanwhile,
in Barishal, six
students launched
their “Waste to
Resource”  initiative
in April 2023, aiming to
keep the Kirtankhola River
free from pollution.

Md Nazmus Sakib, Md Alamin,
Abdul Hasib Molla, Sumyia Alin,
Anindo Basak, and Md Hasan
Shahrier recognised the detrimental
impact of waste on the river and took
it upon themselves to take action
against the issue.

The students initiated a project
to collect, separate, and convert
organic waste into fertilisers. Locals
have noted a significant increase in
community awareness regarding the

we’ll work tirelessly toward that goal.”

Initially, the team began by
collecting waste from 10 households
in the slum area, focusing primarily
on kitchen organic waste. They
established a small facility to store the
collected waste until it decomposed
and transformed into fertiliser.

In these facilities, the youth
allow the waste to decompose for
approximately two and a half months,
during which it transforms into
nutrient-rich fertiliser.

Additionally, the platform
has trained over 100 individuals
in effective waste management
techniques and established a
systematic waste collection process in
the community.

Md Alamin, another co-founder
of the initiative, shared that they
have also begun selling fertiliser
to residents with rooftop gardens.
“We plan to expand our efforts by
collecting waste from all households
in the slum area, and by 2027, we aim
to establish 30 such plants of our
own,” he added.

LOOKING AFTER NATURE

Many students across the country
are also working to create a more
environmentally friendly future.

For instance, Nushrath Jahan
Juhi, a master’s student from Khulna
University, established a platform
called “Towards Sustainability”,
which focuses on distributing trees to
community members.

— Her initiative has not only

made a significant impact
in Khulna but has also
extended its reach
to  Mymensingh,

Rangpur and

Chattogram,
promoting
reforestation.

Recently,
through her
platform, they

planted 100

neem trees along

Islamnagar Road
in the Gollamari area
of Khulna. Additionally,
they distributed various
vegetable seeds to promote
Jood security and climate resilience, all
under the inspiring motto “Sow, Grow,
FExpansion”.

“Volunteering has been a part of
my life from an early age, and it’'s my
passion. When I moved to Khulna
in 2019, I witnessed the devastating
effects of natural disasters and

climate change year after year. These
experiences made me realise the
urgency of the climate crisis,” said
Nushrath.

“lowards Sustainability is my way
of giving back to my country. Neem

A member of project ‘Waste to Resource’ turning organic waste into

fertiliser after separating it.
more impactful in our
society.”

MORE INNOVATIVE INITIATIVES
Inspired by these youth-led initiatives,
more young people across the country
are developing innovative ideas. One
notable example is “Shubhrota”, a
platform based in Bogura that focuses
on waste management and aims to
produce eco-friendly products such
as pens, jute bags, and fertilisers.
Another platform making strides
in waste management and climate
changeis“Greentie”,whichisdedicated
to addressing these critical issues and

change

negative impacts of pollution.

Bithi Akter, a local, said, “Now
we have become more aware of the
bad effects of pollution. We also give
our waste to the plants instead of
throwing it away recklessly.”

Abdul Hasib Molla, one of the co-
founders of the initiative, said, “When
we visit the area, we learn about the
challenges faced by the community
due to river pollution. Many residents
are unaware of the dangers it poses.
To raise awareness, we started this
initiative. We are determined that no
waste should end up in the river, and

Youths collecting waste from a house
in Barishal.

trees not only contribute to a healthier
environment but also offer countless
medicinal and ecological benefits to
the community. By planting these trees,
we are combating climate change and
Jostering a sense of responsibility and
connection to our environment,” she
added.

These youth-led initiatives
demonstrate a growing commitment
among  young  people  across

Bangladesh to combat climate change
and promote sustainable practices,
ensuring a healthier planet for future
generations.



