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Elephant found 
dead in Sherpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

A wild elephant was found dead in Batkuchi Tilapara area 
of Madhutila Eco Park near Nalitabari border in Sherpur 
on Thursday night.

The Forest Department and locals suspected that the 
elephant died after being electrocuted when it came down 
from the hills to look for food at night.

On Thursday, a group of elephants descended from 
the hills while the farmers set up a generator’s electrical 
connection wire in the field to deter the elephants.

Later, they came to know that the elephant died 
around 10:00pm and informed the forest department, 
said Rafiqul Islam, Madhutila range officer.

He said they are looking into the incident.
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DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

The once-mighty Hamkura River 
that flowed through Dumuria 
upazila in Khulna now lives only 
in the memories of locals. Over the 
past two decades, this 12-kilometre 
waterway has gradually faded, 
its vibrant flow choked by 
infrastructure projects, sluice gates, 
and bridges that eventually led to 
its demise.

Originating from the Shree 
River in Jashore’s Bhavadah area, 
Hamkura once served as a vital 
drainage route for the region. It 
carried water from the sprawling 
Beel Dakatiya wetland and over 
a dozen swamps and canals, 
eventually joining larger rivers like 
the Bhadra, Gangrail, and Sholmari. 

For years, this river was a lifeline 
for the community, supporting 
local transportation, fishing, and 
agriculture.

Back in the day, ferries plied 
across Hamkura’s 200-metre width, 
connecting people and trade routes 
like the Khulna-Satkhira regional 
highway. Fishermen caught fish, 
including hilsa, and farmers along 

the banks relied on its waters to 
irrigate their crops.

The river’s transformation began 
in the 1960s, when several sluice 
gates were installed along the 
Dumuria-Sahapur road in Amvita, 
limiting the river’s flow. 

In the 1980s, a bridge at 
Baniyakhali replaced the old ferry 
service, further changing the 
river’s role. In 1990, the Bangladesh 
Water Development Board (BWDB) 
attempted to address waterlogging 
in Beel Dakatiya by excavating a 
canal to connect the swamp to 
the Hamkura, which temporarily 
improved the river’s water flow.

However, in 1995, as part of 
the Khulna-Jashore Drainage 
Rehabilitation Project, BWDB 

HAMKURA IN KHULNA

A river once flowed here
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Collectors gather at a 
booth to buy various 
out-of-circulation notes 
and stamps. Organised 
by Bangladesh Match 
Box Collector’s Club, the 
carnival took place at 
the National Archives 
Building yesterday. The 
event hosted various 
booths selling and 
trading collectible 
match boxes, stamps, 
antiques, toys, etc.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chattogram

A total of 5,503 students from 93 schools in Chattogram 
city were awarded by the Bishwo Shahitto Kendro in a 
book reading programme.

An award giving ceremony was held on the premises 
of Chattogram City Corporation Municipal Model High 
School and College in the port city yesterday.

Addressing the event, Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed, 
president of Bishwo Shahitto Kendro, said a nation cannot 
move forward and become developed without its people 
acquiring new knowledge. 

“Books are the source of knowledge. Everyone should 
read more books to become enlightened,” he said.

About 15,000 students from 93 schools in the port city 
participated in the book reading programme in the 2023 
academic year. Of them, 5,503 students were awarded for 
having shown achievement in the evaluation phase.

5,503 students win 
reading contest
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Frequent power cuts over the last week have left 
residents of Chattogram suffering.

“Load-shedding takes place 8-9 times a day. I 
have to keep using a hand fan as my four-year-old 
son cannot sleep at night due to the heat amid 
power cuts,” said Shubhechchha Ghosh, a resident 
of Askar Dighir Par area.

Like her, thousands of the port city area 
residents of Chawk Bazar, Panchlaish, Katalganj, 
Sulakbahar, Bakalia, Kazir Dewri, Love Lane, 
Jubilee Road, Teri Bazar, Hazari Goli, Andar Killah, 
Dewan Bazar, Room Ghata, Dewanji Pukur Par, 
Sub Area, Nawab Sirajuddaullah Road, Telipatti 
Road, Lal Chand Road, Joy Nagar, Munshi Pukur 
Par, Hamzarbagh, Bibirhat, Oxygen, Chatteshwari 
Road and Lalkhan Bazar are suffering.

“Despite it being autumn, the temperature 
is quite high,” said Dipankar Barua of Oxygen 
area.

According to Chattogram Met Office, the 
highest temperature in the city was recorded 
as 32.7 degrees Celsius yesterday, while average 
humidity was 65 percent.

“When humidity is higher than 50 percent, 
people feel more heat,” said Ismail Bhuiyan, 
forecast officer of Chattogram Met Office.

According to Power Development Board 
officials in Chattogram, the demand for power in  
port city considerably exceeds the national grid 
supply.

Akbar Hossain, assistant director of PDB, 
Chattogram, said they are getting 150MW less 
than the daily demand.

Ctg grapples 
with frequent 

power cuts
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Batighar Adarsha Pathagar, a voluntary 
organisation, recently installed more than 
a hundred earthen pots on trees in the 
municipal park and neighbouring areas of 
Tangail for birds to make safe nests inside 
those.

They also organised 
an event in this regard 
with the motto “Birds 
protect the balance of 
environment, come 
forward to protect 
them”.

Md Kamruzzaman, 
founder of the 
organisation, its 
members, and students 
of local Shaheen Science 
Academy participated in the programme.

Speakers at the programme called 
upon all to protect birds and create a safe 
haven for them in order to maintain the 
environmental balance.

Batighar Adarsha   Pathagar was 
established in Chaurakarra village of Tangail 
Sadar upazila in 2010.

For birds, for 
environment
Youth organisation sets 
up clay nests on trees
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