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Ctg customs 
seizes fake 
banderoles 
worth Tk 15cr
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Chattogram Customs, 
Excise, and VAT officials 
yesterday seized a 
substantial quantity 
of fake and used 
banderoles, valued at 
Tk 15 crore, from an 
underground bunker 
in a factory owned by 
former Chattogram City 
Corporation councillor 
Abdur Sabur Liton.

The factory, Bijoy 
International Tobacco, is 
located in the Chakaria 
area of the port city.

Liton, an Awami 
League leader and 
family friend of former 
education minister 
Muhibul Hasan 
Chowdhury Nowfel, fled 
the country after the 
AL government’s fall 
and was unavailable for 
comment. 

For years, customs 
and NBR officials 
had been silent about 
Liton’s illegal tobacco 
operations.

Following The Daily 
Star’s investigative report 
titled “A councillor and 
his illicit tobacco trade” 
on June 1, the National 
Board of Revenue 
launched an inquiry 
led by then Customs 
Intelligence Director 
General Fakhrul Alam. 

In recent raids 
across Halishahar 
and Nayabazar, the 
committee seized foreign 
cigarette papers and 
illegal cigarette stamps 
worth Tk 100 crore.

Chattogram Customs 
VAT Commissioner 
Muhammad Zakir 
Hossain said, “We seized 
38.74 lakh fake and 
used cigarette stamps 
hidden underground 
at Bijoy Tobacco. The 
government would 
have lost Tk 15 crore 
in revenue if these 
banderoles were used.” 
Legal action against 
the factory owners is 
ongoing, he said.

JULY KILLINGS

ICT sends ex-addl 
SP Shahidul to jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal yesterday sent 
former additional superintendent of police (Savar 
Circle) Shahidul Islam to jail for crimes against 
humanity over the July-August killings.

The three-judge panel of the ICT led by Justice 
Md Golam Mortuza Mozumder passed the order 
as police produced him before the court. He is the 
second accused to be sent to jail over the killings.

Chief Prosecutor Muhammad Tajul Islam made 
the plea before the court. Prosecutors Gazi Monawar 
Hossain Tamim, BM Sultan Mahmud, and Abdullah 
Al Noman were present during the hearing.

Tajul told reporters that the court had issued 
arrest warrants for 17 police officers on October 27.

“A student named Asadul Yamin, who was shot 
and unconscious, was brutally thrown from an 
Armored Personnel Carrier (APC). Additionally, 
there were incidents in the Savar area involving 
the deaths of more than a hundred, or nearly 200, 
people, and many others were shot. He (Shahidul) 
was the OC at that time,” he said.
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AL govt took unplanned 
high-cost dev projects

Says Adviser Fouzul on power-energy sector
UNB, Dhaka

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources 
Adviser Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan 
has said unplanned development projects 
were taken in the power and energy sector 
during Sheikh Hasina regime. 

In an interview with UNB, Fouzul said 
during former prime minister Hasina’s 
tenure, the unplanned development 
projects with no value for money were 
often costlier than reasonable ones.

He said there was massive irregularities 
and corruption in the energy and power 
sectors during the previous government, 
causing huge financial losses.

The adviser criticised the approval of 
numerous unnecessary private power 
plants aimed at benefiting certain 
groups through nepotism, resulting in 
wasteful expenditure of public funds.

He said the current situation has been 
exacerbated by the government’s practice 
of purchasing electricity at inflated prices, 
which has put financial strain on power 
companies and hindered the ability to pay 

suppliers in dollars for gas imports.
He acknowledged the difficulties in 

maintaining stable electricity tariffs, 
which have been raised repeatedly due 
to these challenges, ultimately harming 
consumers and leading to further waste 
of national resources.

To address the issues of corruption 
and irregularities, the government has 
decided to form an independent probe 
body led by a judge to identify the 
culprits and take action based on the 
committee’s recommendations, he said, 
warning that no one would be spared.

The adviser emphasised efforts to 
address the ongoing energy crisis, 
saying that they have dismantled the 
existing rackets of irregularities and are 
restructuring power companies.

He shared that the development 
of Matarbari Power Plant project is 
interconnected with deep-sea ports, 
economic zones, railways, and road 
projects, and stressed the importance of 
implementing these additional projects 
to truly benefit from the power plant.

6 medical colleges 
renamed
Names of Mujib, Hasina, 
among others dropped
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Six government-run medical colleges across the country 
have been renamed after their respective districts.

The Medical Education and Family Welfare Division 
under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare issued a 
circular in this regard on October 30, undersigned by Md 
Sarwar Bari, secretary to the ministry.

Colonel Malik Medical College in Manikganj has been 
renamed as Manikganj Medical College, Abdul Malek 
Ukil Medical College in Noakhali as Noakhali Medical 
College, and Sheikh Hasina Medical College in Jamalpur 
as Jamalpur Medical College, Sheikh Hasina Medical 
College in Tangail renamed as Tangail Medical College, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical College in Faridpur 
as Faridpur Medical College, and M Abdur Rahim Medical 
College in Dinajpur as Dinajpur Medical College, said the 
circular.

Students of Barishal University set fire to this bus in front of the institution on Wednesday night, after a BU 
student was killed by a Narayanganj Paribahan bus the same day. The burnt carcass of the bus was not 
removed from the spot till yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Appoint persons 
without political 
interests: TIB
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) yesterday 
called for the appointment of a new, independent 
leadership at the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), 
free from political and bureaucratic influences. 

TIB, in a statement, emphasised the urgent need to 
select capable, impartial individuals through established 
legal procedures.

TIB Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman said, 
“The government has undertaken the responsibility of 
promptly establishing a new commission. A leadership 
void at the ACC could cause substantial disruption and 
potential stagnation in ongoing operations, particularly 
investigations. So, it is imperative to resolve this gap by 
forming a new commission.”

“Since its establishment in 2004, the recruitment 
process within the ACC has been influenced by political 
and bureaucratic factors. Commissioners, who were 
appointed under political and bureaucratic influence, have 
been persuaded by the priorities of incumbency, which 
affected their decision-making and their actions,” he said.

There have been instances of ACC letting itself be used 
as a tool to harass political opponents or groups that are 
not in favour of those in power, he said, adding that the 
ACC has frequently played the role of a facilitator and 
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