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Bangladesh women cement SAFF supremacy
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Although the final this time around 
was a much more competitive affair 
compared to the 3-1 win against the 
hosts under former coach Golam 
Rabbani Choton in 2022, it was a well-
deserved one for Peter Butler’s charges 
who went from strength to strength 
following a frustrating 1-1 draw against 
Pakistan in their first match of the 
campaign.

The victory also cemented Bangladesh’s 
dominance in the tournament, which 
used to be a monopoly for India who won 
the first five editions.

The Nepal team, meanwhile, will be 
ruing what could have been as they’ve 
lost all six finals in this tournament’s 
history and suffered a 12th defeat in as 
many final appearances in age-group 
and senior women’s football.

Bangladesh coach Peter Butler, 
who announced his resignation after 
the final, made one change from the 
semifinal victory against Bhutan, 
bringing in Shamsunnahar Jr in place 
of Mst Sagorika.

There were nine players from the 
starting eleven that had made history 
two years ago in that momentous final.

The women in red and green could 

have taken a second-minute lead when 
Tohura Khatun, who scored five goals 
in the competition, struck the crossbar 
from the edge of the box.

Nepal had their moment eight 
minutes later when Bangladesh 
goalkeeper Rupna Chakma, later 
adjudged the best goalkeeper just like 
the previous edition, failed to gather a 
cross, with Amisha Karki shooting the 
loose ball against the crossbar.

Monika then blasted the ball over 
the Nepal goal following a fumble from 
goalkeeper Anjali Subba in the 35th 
minute, but the masterful midfielder 
made amends seven minutes after the 
restart, poking the ball past the Nepal 
goalkeeper after a throughball from 
captain Sabina Khatun. 

Nepal, who adhered to a 
counterattacking style with Sabitra 
Bhandari the target player up front, hit 
back four minutes later. The goal came 
from a swift counter when Amisha 
threaded the ball past an advancing 
Rupna as Bangladesh’s high-line 
defence was caught off-guard.

Ritu Porna, adjudged the player of 
the tournament, gave Bangladesh the 
advantage nine minutes from full-time  
when her cross was parried into the 

Nepal net by goalkeeper Anjila.
Butler’s charges negotiated the 

rest of the time with ease as the final 
whistle sent the Bangladesh players and 
officials, a handful of Bangladeshi fans 
at the venue and millions back home 
into ecstasy.

The Bangladesh team will return 
home from Kathmandu today at 
2:15pm and will travel from the Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport to the 
Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) 
headquarters in Motijheel on an open-
top bus.
CA congratulates Bangladesh team 
Chief adviser Prof Dr Muhammad 
Yunus yesterday congratulated Sabina 
and Co following their achievement in 
Kathmandu.  

“This is a big achievement for our 
women’s football team,” the chief 
adviser was quoted as saying in a press 
release. 

“I am proud of you all. The entire 
nation is proud. Congratulations to the 
players who brought the nation pride,” 
the statement read. 

Youth and Sports Adviser Asif 
Mahmud also congratulated the 
national team on the occasion, 
promising them a better future. 
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Hajj to cost Tk 1 lakh less
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Pilgrims under both packages will 
have shuttle services from hotels or 
residences in Makkah to Mina tents 
and from Mina-Arafat-Muzdalifah-
Mina by train. 

Food services in Mina and Arafat 
will be provided by the Muallim.

Accommodations in Makkah 
and Madinah will feature rooms 
with attached bathrooms housing 
a maximum of six people per room. 
Rooms would have refrigerators.

Additionally, the government of 

Bangladesh will provide free medicine 
and primary healthcare in Makkah, 
Madinah and Jeddah.

This year, each pilgrim is required 
to carry a minimum of Tk 40,000 in 
Saudi Riyal for meals and 750 Saudi 
Riyal for sacrificial purposes.

Additionally, pilgrims may opt 
for shorter packages or rooms 
with 2, 3 or 4 beds in Makkah 
and Madinah residences at an 
additional cost.

There will be no special hajj package 
under government arrangement this 

year.
This year, the price for the private 

sector general Hajj Package will be Tk 
4.83 lakh.

Furthermore, an option for hajj 
agencies to offer an additional special 
package based on the general hajj 
package has been allowed.

Hajj is expected to take place on 
June 5 next year depending on the 
sighting of the moon.

This year, 127,198 pilgrims from 
Bangladesh will have the opportunity 
to perform Hajj.

Ex-DMP DC Jasim first before ICT
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stations against the 17 individuals, 
including Jasim.

When asked about the absence of a 
defence lawyer, he added, “We cannot 
answer why his lawyer was not present 
and that is his matter.”

On August 13, under an executive 
order from the president, Deputy 
Secretary Md Mahbur Rahman Sheikh 
issued a notice reassigning Jasim Uddin 
to the office of the DIG in Rangpur 
range.

He was arrested in Rangpur on 
Tuesday night.

In another development, the chief 
prosecutor of the ICT has sought 
authorisation to collect digital evidence 
from the digital forensic lab of the 
Ministry of Posts, Telecommunications 
and Information Technology.

To this end, Tajul wrote to Nahid 
Islam, adviser to the ministry, on 
October 24.

He also sought to utilise the National 
Data Centre’s authorised server and 
secure specialised cybersecurity to 
securely store and analyse sensitive 
digital evidence related to crimes 

against humanity and genocide.
In the letter, Tajul asked for necessary 

infrastructure support and steps to 
ensure legitimate access to specialised 
cybersecurity for the digital forensic 
lab within the ICT Division and other 
essential state documents, records, and 
servers.

He asked the adviser to take 
the necessary steps and provide 
infrastructural support to ensure the 
accurate chain of custody for sensitive 
information.

Tajul also requested secure 
server and national domain email 
services through the Information and 
Communication Technology Division 
to ensure the cybersecurity of the 
International Crimes Tribunal.

In the letter, the ICT chief 
prosecutor also stressed the 
significance of digital forensics in the 
judicial processes.

Digital forensics play a crucial role in 
the modern judicial process, he said.

He added that for investigating 
heinous acts like crimes against 
humanity and genocide, the support of 
the ICT Division will not only enhance 

the credibility of the investigation 
but will also ensure swift, accurate, 
and lawful actions in line with the 
international standards.

[Our Dinajpur correspondent 
contributed to this report.]  

Missile production
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killed four soldiers and caused “limited 
damage” to a few radar systems. Iranian 
media said a civilian was also killed.

Israel has warned Iran against retaliating, 
while Tehran, asserting it does not seek war, 
vowed an “appropriate response”.

Western governments have long 
criticised Iran’s missile programme 
which has come under severe sanctions 
in recent years.

In September, the European Union 
imposed sanctions on prominent 
Iranian officials and entities over their 
alleged involvement in transferring 
missiles and drones to Russia to use in 
its war against Ukraine.

Tehran has repeatedly denied the 
accusations.

HC scraps 11 cases against Khaleda
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case against the BNP chief as the case 
was filed by a lawyer without taking 
permission from the home ministry, 
said Mahbub Uddin Khokon.

BNP’s Legal Affairs Secretary Kayser 
Kamal told The Daily Star that former 
prime minister and BNP chief Khaleda has 
been accused in 37 cases lodged during 
the rule of Awami League government 
on various charges, including corruption, 
violence, arson, defamation, and sedition.

Of the cases, the HC yesterday scrapped 
11 cases, the lower courts concerned in 
different districts earlier dismissed nine 
defamation cases and the president 
granted her clemency in two graft cases 
in which she was convicted and sentenced 
to imprisonment, the lawyer said, adding 

that she is on bail in the other cases.
Among other pro-BNP lawyers Ragib 

Rauf Chowdhury, Gazi Kamrul Islam 
Sajal, Mohammad Siddique Ullah Miah, 
Anisur Rahman Raihan, Zakir Hossain 
Bhuiyan, HM Shanjid Siddique, and 
Maksud Ullah were representing Khaleda 
in the court during the hearing on the 
petitions, while Deputy Attorney General 
Jasim Sarkar represented the state.

Khaleda, who was under house 
arrest for the last five years, was released 
on August 6 this year after the president 
pardoned her, a day after Hasina 
resigned and fled the country amid a 
mass uprising.

President Mohammed Shahabuddin, 
exercising his power under article 49 of the 
constitution, granted Khaleda clemency in 

the two cases based on the law ministry’s 
recommendation and ordered her release.

On February 8, 2018, Khaleda was sent 
to the Old Dhaka Jail after a special court 
in Dhaka sentenced her to five years’ 
imprisonment in the Zia Orphanage 
Trust corruption case. The High Court 
later doubled her five-year jail term.

In the same year, the same special 
court in Dhaka sentenced Khaleda to 
seven years in jail in the Zia Charitable 
Trust graft case.

Amid the coronavirus outbreak, the 
government temporarily freed Khaleda 
from jail through an executive order 
suspending her sentence on March 25, 
2020, with the condition that she stay 
in her Gulshan house and not leave the 
country.
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