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UN envoy slams 
‘zero-sum mentality’ 
in Myanmar conflict
AFP, United Nations

The UN’s special envoy to Myanmar on Tuesday 
denounced what she called a “zero-sum mentality” 
among those involved in the long-simmering conflict 
there, saying that only a stop to the violence would 
open the door to reconciliation.

Julie Bishop made the comments in her first address 
to a UN General Assembly committee since being 
named to the position in April.

Myanmar’s military, which seized power in a 2021 
coup, has faced intensified fighting for the past year 
from armed groups across the Southeast Asian nation, 
especially an alliance of ethnic rebel groups.

“Myanmar actors must move beyond the current 
zero-sum mentality. There can be little progress 
on addressing the needs of the people while armed 
conflict continues across the country,” Bishop said.

“Any pathway to reconciliation requires an end to 
violence, accountability and unfettered access for the 
UN and its partners,” especially marginalized groups 
such as the mostly Muslim ethnic Rohingya, she added.

“The Myanmar conflict risks becoming a forgotten 
crisis. The people of Myanmar, having suffered so 
much, deserve better.”

Bishop, a former Australian foreign minister, said 
everyone involved in the conflict agrees that “the 
human suffering has reached unprecedented levels,” 
highlighting the plight of the 3.4 million people 
displaced by the fighting. The UN envoy said she had 
been able to visit Myanmar, and met with junta chief 
Min Aung Hlaing. 

Bishop also met with representatives of ethnic rebel 
groups and various political parties, including that of 
jailed Aung San Suu Kyi.

3-person 
crew enters 
China space 
station
AFP, Jiuquan

Three Chinese astro-
nauts including the 
country’s only woman 
spaceflight engineer 
entered the Tiangong 
space station yesterday 
following an early morn-
ing launch into orbit.
The Shenzhou-19 mis-
sion took off with its 
trio of space explorers 
at 4:27 am from the Ji-
uquan Satellite Launch 
Center in northwest Chi-
na. Among the crew is 
Wang Haoze, 34, China’s 
only woman spaceflight 
engineer.
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US cracks down 
on Russia 
sanctions evasion
REUTERS, Washington

The United States yesterday imposed curbs on 
hundreds of targets in fresh action against Russia, 
taking aim at sanctions circumvention in a signal 
that the US is committed to countering evasion.

The action, taken by the US Treasury and State 
departments, imposed sanctions on nearly 400 

entities and individuals from over 
a dozen different countries, 

according to statements from 
the Treasury and State 

departments.
The action was the 

most concerted push 
so far against third 
country evasion, a State 
Department official 

told Reuters. It included 
sanctions on dozens of 

Chinese, Hong Kong and 
Indian companies, the most 

from those countries to be hit in 
one package so far, according to the official.

Also hit with sanctions were targets in Russia, 
the United Arab Emirates, Turkey, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Switzerland and elsewhere.

The action comes as Washington has sought 
to curb Russia’s evasion of the sanctions imposed 
after its 2022 invasion of Ukraine, which has 
killed or wounded thousands and reduced cities 
to rubble.

Flooding kills 64 in 
Spain’s Valencia region
Roads closed; rail services halted; some schools shut

REUTERS, La Alcudia

At least 64 people have been killed 
in flash floods sweeping the eastern 
Spanish region of Valencia following 
torrential rain on Tuesday that left 
roads and towns under water, local 
authorities said yesterday.

Rescuers using dinghies worked 
in the dark to scour the floodwaters, 
rescuing several people, television 
pictures from the town of Utiel 
showed, and emergency services 
were still working to reach the 
worst-hit areas.

Carlos Mazon, the regional 
leader of Valencia, said some people 
remained isolated in inaccessible 
locations.

“If (emergency services) have 
not arrived, it’s not due to a lack 
of means or predisposition, but 
a problem of access,” Mazon 
told a press conference, adding 
that reaching certain areas was 

“absolutely impossible”.
Dozens of videos shared on social 

media overnight appeared to show 
people trapped by the floodwaters, 
with some climbing into trees to 
avoid being swept away.

Firefighters could be seen freeing 
drivers whose cars were stranded 
in flooded streets in the town of 

Alzira, online videos showed.
Emergency services in the region 

urged citizens to avoid all road 
travel and to follow further updates 
from official sources, and the a 
military unit specialised in rescue 
operations was deployed in some 
places to help local emergency 
workers.


