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Puja brings no joy
to tea workers

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar this?”
""""""" - Krinalal ~Deshwara, president of
Tea worker Anima Bauri’s family consists  Paddachhara tea garden Panchayat

of eight members, all dependent on her for
their livelihood.

“I've gone without wages for the last six
weeks. Fach day is a challenge, as we survive
on just water, salt, and rice. The shopkeepers
have stopped offering credit, and I feel too
ashamed to ask anyone for help.”

“Without wages, how can we
celebrate Kali Puja?” she added.

This hardship isn’t unique
to her; every other worker
employed under National /
Tea Company Limited |
(NTC) is facing a similar |
plight.

According to  the |
NTC website, it employs
11,286 tea workers at 12
tea gardens throughout the
country.

Their wages have been halted
for six weeks, with workers alleging
that the authorities are responsible for this
situation.

Ranjit Karmakar, president of the
panchayat committee of Chandichhara
tea garden in Habiganj, said although NTC
has achieved its production target, tea
workers are not getting their salaries.

Another worker Kazoli Munda said,
“I have five family members; we often go
hungry. How much longer can we endure

committee in Moulvibazar, said, “The
authorities have halted rations and wages,
citing the current national situation.
We’ve made repeated inquiries but got no
response.”
Nipen Paul, general secretary of
Bangladesh Tea Workers Union, said
around 50,000 people rely on these
wages; hence, frustration has
grown among workers and
their families.

NTC General Manager
Kazi Emdadul Islam said,
“The management of the
company has changed.
That's why it’s taking
some time (o control
the situation. Hopefully,

within a few days, the wages
will be cleared.”
According to NTC sources,
the government holds a 51 percent

stake in the gardens, while the remaining
49 percent is privately owned. The
company is overseen by a 10-member
board of directors, many of whom have
gone into hiding due to allegations of
irregularities and corruption associated
with the previous government.

The currentadministration hasinitiated
the formation of a new management board
to address the breakdown in operations.
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Families pray for the departed souls of their loved ones on the occasion of Shmashan Deepali yesterday.
Every year, hundreds of people from the Hindu community light candles, lay down flowers and offerings at the
crematorium in Kawnia area of Barishal city on the occasion of “Bhoot Chaturdashi”, on the night before Kali Puja.

DHAKA-SYLHET HIGHWAY

Expansion works stall as
22 schools await relocation

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY
At least 22 government primary
schools in six districts will be
affected due to the expansion
of the Dhaka-Sylhet Highway, a
project implemented by Roads and ;
Highways Department (RHD). R
The project authorities, -
throughout the past year, continued
talks with local authorities to
relocate the schools for the
continuation of the project works.
But nothing happened, which is
causing delay to the implementation
of the Tk 16,918.59 crore project.
This is not the only RHD project
that is facing problems in acquiring

FILE PHOTO:

regarding private

DHAKA-SYLHET HIGHWAY
6 projects are now facing problems
acquiring land belonging to the
government agencies, let alone
complexities over private lands.

land from government agencies,
on top ol already existing issues

JU students
protest Shibir
presence on
campus

JU CORRESPONDENT

Students at Jahangirnagar
University (JU) staged a
midnight protest, declaring
the Islami Chhatra Shibir
unwanted on campus after

the group announced
its president, secretary
general, and  publicity

secretary for the JU unit on
Tuesday night.

The protesters began
their procession around
1:30am from Bot Tola,
marching through campus
streets, all the way to the
Shaheed Minar.

During the procession,
students chanted slogans
including, “League geche
jei pothe, Shibir jabe sei
pothe; Hasina ar Nizami,
manobotar ashami (Shibir
will walk the same path as
League; Hasina and Nizami,
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both criminals against

humanity).”
officials said. Following the march, a
Amid the situation, the brief rally was held at the

university’s Shaheed Minar.

Addressing the
gathering, Faiza Mehjabin,
a student from the Urban
and Regional Planning
Department, stated,
“Jamaat and Shibir’s hands
are stained with the blood
of the 1971 genocide. In
the 1980s, Shibir engaged

Road Transport and Highways
Division yesterday called an inter-
ministerial meeting to solve the
land acquisition issues faced by the
six RHD projects.

With Ehsanul Hoque, senior
secretary of the division, in the
chair, representatives from different
ministries and divisions, including
ministries of railways, agriculture,

power, and finance, were present at in violent activities to
the meeting, sources said. silence liberal students.
However, there was no Now, they dare to reappear
representative from the primary on campus. We do not
and mass education ministry or welcome  their  presence
lands, RHD SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 here.”

3 beaten to death on
suspicion of theft

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat
Three individuals suspected of cattle theft were
beaten to death yesterday in Narail’s Sadar upazila.

The incident happened in Tularampur village
around 4:00am, where the suspects reportedly
attempted to steal cattle from the home of a villager,
Hannan Tarafder, said Sajedul Islam, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Narail Sadar Police Station.

Two of the deceased were identified as Nurunnabi
and Dulal, both from Shibganj, Bogura, said the OC.

According to witnesses, the attempted theft
was thwarted when Hannan’s dogs began barking,
alerting him to suspicious activity outside.

Upon investigating, Hannan raised the alarm,
calling for help from his neighbours. As locals
gathered, the three suspects tried to flee but were
pursued and caught by villagers. In the ensuing
chaos, the suspects were beaten to death.

RU students protest
delay in exam results

RU CORRESPONDENT

Students of Rajshahi University’s Department of
Mass Communication and Journalism (2017-18
session), who appeared for final master’s exams ten
months back, staged a sit-in yesterday, demanding
publication of the results.

They started the sit-in around 10:00am on
the veranda in front of the department and also
padlocked the doors of the office rooms.

One of the protesting students said, “We have
made multiple appeals to the department chair
and relevant faculty members for the release of the
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results. We have received their assurances many

times but no action.”

,@ Directorate General Defence Purchase
Ministry of Defence
New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215
Web: www.dgdp.gov.bd
e-mail: ddp3navy@dgdp.gov.bd

TENDER NOTICE

L Sealed tender In Foreign currency Is invited from bonafide Manufacturer/Dealer/Suppliers/ Importers
(enlisted with DGDP) for supply of the following item for Bangladesh Navy:

5, Name of Item Date of Selling Dateof | Costof Tender Currency
No Opening | Tender Number
From To Schedule
1 [ Forkit (Capacity: 02 | 31-10-24 | 11-12-24 [ 12-12-24 | 1,000.00 | 249.07.129.24
Ton), (Qty: 01 In No) At 12:05 Dt. 23 Oct 24
2 | Diesel Driven Forklift 500000 [ 249.07.130.24
(Capacity: 06 Ton), DL23OA24 | Foreign
{Qty: 02 In No)
3 | Heavy Duty Diesel Side 500000 | 249.07.131.24
Loader Forklift Dt 23 0ct 24
(Capacity: 05 Ton),
(Qty: 01 In No)
4 | Forkift (Capacity: 10 5,000.00 | 249.07.132.24
Ton), (Qty: 01 In Ne) Dt. 23 Oct 24

2, Tender schedule with detailed specification/oondition will be available in this Directorate General cn
payment as per IfT selling rate (non-refundable) during office hours between 0800 hours to 1300 hours on the
above mentioned date of sefling. The tender can be dropped in the tender box latest by 1200 hours and the same
will be opened at 1205 hours on the specified date of opening In the presence of the tenderers (if present).
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POWER GRID BANGLADESH PLC

fAn Entevprise of Bangiasdesh Power Developmant Board)

Grid Bhaban, Avenue-3, Jahurul Islam Cily, Aftabnagar, Badda, Dhaka-1212
HIFRF H8- 39.95,0000,988 09,059, 38 Lad
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Www.powergrid.gov.bd
wIfANE gofo/z038fHE

Lastselling] Opening J
Date & Time|Date & Tim

1007622 | Repair & maintenance of ansar barak, centre post,
security guard room and car garage al Magura 132kV
grid sub-station under GMD, Jhenaidah, PGCB.
Tower leg painfing & maintenance of Jhenaidah-
Kushtia 132kV Transmission line (Tower 126 Nos.)
under GMD, Jhenaidah, PGCB.

132kV circuit breaker carrying and installation testing
commissioning at Bus Cuppler Bay of
Kushtia132/33kV sub-station under GMD, Power
Grid, Jhenaidah.

Construction of north side boundary wall of 132V
switch yard at Jashore grid Sub-station under GMD-
Jhenaidah, Power Grid.

Supplying of SF-6 gas and silica-gel for different grid
Sub-station under GMD-Jhenaidah, Power Grid.
Repair & maintenance of control building at Magura
grid sub-station under GMD-Jhenaidah, Power Grid.
Repair & maintenance of Air-cooler at different grid
sub-stations under GMD-Jhenaidah, Power Grid.
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