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It destroyed the basic structures
FROM PAGE 3

Sharif, a senior lawyer of 
the Supreme Court, was 
placing arguments before 
the HC bench of Justice 
Farah Mahbub and Justice 
Debasish Roy Chowdhury 
during a hearing on the 
rule that questioned the 
constitutionality of the 
15th amendment.

The bench later fixed 
November 6 for resuming 
the hearing.

Earlier in the day, 
Sharif told the HC that 
the 13th amendment 

of the constitution had 
introduced the nonparty 
caretaker government 
system in order to ensure 
free and fair elections and 
to strengthen democracy in 
the country, and therefore, 
this amendment had 
become part of its basic 
structures.

The lawyer told the 
court that Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman has been 
recognised as Father of 
the Nation under the 15th 
amendment.

This provision needs 

to be examined in order 
to ascertain whether this 
recognition is acceptable 
to all the people of the 
country or not, he said.

Attorney General Md 
Asaduzzaman represented 
the state, while senior 
lawyers Zainul Abedin 
and Md Bodruddoza Badal 
were present for BNP, and 
Advocate Mohammad 
Shishir Manir was present 
for Jamaat during the 
hearing as the bench earlier 
allowed BNP and Jamaat as 
well to place arguments.No new ACC probes

FROM PAGE 3

the resigning chairman 
and commissioners may 
continue their duties 
until a new commission 
assumes office if they wish. 
However, none of the three 
who resigned appeared 
at the ACC headquarters 
yesterday.

According to meeting 
sources, the secretary 
urged everyone to 
continue fulfilling their 

responsibilities from their 
respective positions.

Akhtar Hossain, director 
general (prevention) of 
ACC, told The Daily Star, 
“The ACC’s ongoing 
investigations and probes 
will proceed as usual.”

When asked about the 
timeline for forming a new 
commission or a search 
committee to oversee this 
process, he said, “I have no 
information regarding this.”

Govt tenure
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Ariff said the tenure for 
union parishad was initially 
set at three years but later 
extended to five. However, 
there has been no clear 
evidence of any benefit from 
this extension, nor has there 
been any evaluation.

“With a three-year 
tenure, five rounds of 
elected representatives 
could serve over 15 years, 
allowing a larger number 
of public representatives 
to contribute to these 
institutions,” he explained.

Responding to a question 
on the removal of union 
parishad chairpersons and 
members, Ariff clarified 
that no final decisions have 
been made. 

He said administrators 
have already been 
appointed from among 
government officials to 
ensure uninterrupted 
services in city corporations 
and municipalities. 

Full-term administrators 
will soon be appointed 
in these areas to secure 
consistent public services, 
he added.

Students block
FROM PAGE 3

“The problem started a few 
years ago with an unwise 
decision to take seven Dhaka 
colleges out of National 
University and incorporate 
them into Dhaka University. 
As a result, problems rose 
on both sides -- Dhaka 
University and the seven 
colleges. For this, students of 
those colleges had to suffer 
various difficulties and 
discriminations. The issues 
are complex and require at 
least some time to consider 
what a fair solution can be,” 
he said in the statement.

“As a teacher, I have 

every sympathy for the fair 
demands of students. But 
it must be remembered 
that there is no precedent 
for taking an immediate 
decision to form a new 
university through student 
blockades, agitations, and 
ultimatums,” he added.

The students, however, 
said  the committee does 
not include educationists 
or student representation. 
“We will only leave the 
streets once we have a 
separate commission,” 
Nayim said.

5 protesters hurt as police charge
FROM PAGE 3

Mentionable, the interim 
government has already 
raised the age limit to 32 
years.

Yesterday, during a rally 
held at Shahbagh Public 
Library, protesters criticised 
the interim government, 
alleging that decisions are 
being made with undue 
priority given to two figures 
-- Hasnat Abdullah, convener 
of the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement, and 
Sarjis Alam, general 

secretary of the July Martyr 
Memorial Foundation.

“Are Sarjis and Hasnat 
the only ones that matter in 
this country?” questioned 
Ahmed Tanjid, an 
organiser of the protest. “It 
seems whatever they desire, 
the interim government 
implements. If that’s true, 
there’s no need to follow 
the constitution,” he said.

Saifur Rahman, a former 
Dhaka University student, 
said, “A committee was 
formed to find whether 

our demands have logical 
grounds. The committee 
recommended increasing 
the age limit to 35 years.”

“The civil society and 
almost all political parties 
have a positive stance 
regarding our demands. 
However, the interim 
government decided to 
listen to Hasnat and Sarjis 
and increase the limit by 
two years only. We urge the 
government to take action 
to increase the age limit to 
35,” he added. 

Empower women
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Over one year, the project 
operated in six districts 
and facilitated dialogues 
between 64 government 
representatives and 
Dalits with marginalised 
communities regarding RTI.

Training sessions were 
conducted for 146 teachers 
on gender and RTI, while 
130 government officials 
and 23 elected women 
representatives also received 
training. 344 courtyard 
meetings were organised, 
engaging more than 4,000 
women participants. 
In addition, 1,369 RTI 
applications were filed, with 
1,205 (88 percent) of those 
submitted by women.

Alena Tansey, director 
of the Democracy, Human 
Rights, and Governance 
Office at USAID Bangladesh, 
commended these efforts.

She emphasised that 
women make up half of 
Bangladesh’s population, 
and their active participation 
is essential for achieving 
inclusive development. 

The people of 

Bangladesh are naturally 
curious and regularly share 
information; this exchange 
of knowledge should be 
institutionalised to further 
empower women, she said.

Mohammed Humayun 
Kabir, additional secretary 
of the Cabinet Division, 
emphasised that to address 
and eliminate inequality, 
RTI must be effectively 
implemented. 

“In today’s world, 
information is power; 
therefore, to empower 
women in Bangladesh, we 
must ensure their access to 
information.”

SM Kamrul Islam, 
director of the Information 
Commission Bangladesh, 
said people are the true 
owners of this country. 
Therefore, whenever they 
seek information, those 
in public service must 
disclose it.

Four beneficiaries from 
the Rajshahi, Satkhira, 
Khagrachhari, and Sylhet 
regions shared their 
transformative stories in 
the event.
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PRAYER 
TIMING 

OCTOBER 31

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-50

5-25

Zohr  

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-00

4-15

Maghrib

5-32

5-35

Esha

7-15

7-45

Kutubuddin 
appointed 
honorary 
consul of 
Timor-Leste
STAR REPORT

Kutubuddin 
A h m e d , 
c h a i r m a n 
of Sheltech 
G r o u p , 
E n v o y 
Legacy and 
Envoy Textiles Ltd, has been 
appointed as the honourary 
consul of the Democratic 
Republic of Timor-Leste in 
Bangladesh, said a letter 
signed by Bendito dos 
Santos Freitas, the minister 
of foreign affairs and 
cooperation of Timor-Leste.

Kutubuddin was 
awarded the Title of Knight 
Officer of the Spanish 
Royal Order of Merit by the 
King of Spain in 2020. 

He is the former 
president of Bangladesh 
Garment Manufacturers 
and Exporters Association 
(BGMEA), Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (MCCI). 

He was also awarded 
with the Business Person of 
the Year 2016 by DHL and 
The Daily Star.

Expansion works
FROM PAGE 5

directorate of primary 
education, they said.

“We hope the complexities 
will be over soon,” RHD 
Chief Engineer Syed Moinul 
Hasan told The Daily Star 
after the meeting.

In February 2021, Ecnec 
approved the Tk 16,918.59 
crore project to turn the 
Dhaka-Sylhet Highway into 
a four-lane highway with 
service lanes on both sides.

The project authorities 
have hired contractors 
for the job but are facing 
problems as they have yet 
to acquire most of the land, 
project officials said.

At least 22 primary 
schools will be affected by 
the expansion works. Of 
them, five schools will be 
affected slightly, meaning 
boundary wall or playground 
will be affected but not the 
educational activities, shows 
a project document.

Classrooms of 17 other 
schools will be affected, and 
thus the school buildings 
need to be relocated, it says.

“We have talked with the 
upazila and district primary 
education officers of these 
areas for over a year but to no 
avail,” said a project official.

It was decided to hold 
another meeting with 

the officials of primary 
and mass education 
ministry and directorate of 
primary education, as no 
representatives from them 
were present at yesterday’s 
meeting. The project also 
faced issues over acquiring 
land from Power Grid 
Company Ltd in Narsingdi 
and Sreehatto Economic 
Zone. All sides agreed to 
solve the problem.

Another project that 
is facing land-related 
problems is the SASEC-2 
Road Connectivity Project, 
under which a 190km road 
from Tangail’s Elenga to 
Rangpur will be turned 
into a four-lane highway 
with service roads.

The project has problems 
over acquiring land from 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Research and Training 
on Applied Nutrition in 
Rangpur’s Pirganj upazila.

The four other projects 
are Itakhola-Mathkola-
Kadiati road expansion 
project; Nayapara-
A r a i h a z a r - N a r s i n gd i -
Raypura road expansion 
project; Kumargao-
Badhaghat-Bimanbandar 
road expansion project; and 
Ashuganj River Port-Sarail-
Dharkhar-Akhaura Land 
Port road expansion project.
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