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ACC chairman
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Commission, acknowledged the
challenge ACC would face following
the resignations.

“But this was expected. It
was widely recognised that the
Moinuddin-led commission failed to
work independently, and there was no
hope for future independence under
the leadership of the commission.”

When asked how the activities of
the ACC could be managed in the
meantime, Iftekharuzzaman said the
government could appoint a widely
accepted, politically unaffiliated, and
capable chairman temporarily to deal
with the situation.

“The government can also choose
to wait for the report from the ACC
Reform Commission.”

Asked about the deadline for the
report, the TIB boss said they would
submit it within the three-month
stipulated time.

Moydul Islam, who served as the
ACC director general from 2015 to
2019, told this newspaper that the

Khaleda, if able
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facilities. We hope to complete all the
formalities soon so that madam can
travel abroad promptly.”

Prof Zahid, also BNP standing
committee member, added that
the foreign ministry has already
been informed about her treatment
abroad, including the details of
doctors, nurses, and relatives who
will accompany her.

Sources said Khaleda may fly to
London on November 5 and from there
she may go to the US or Germany.

Family sources said the seven-
member medical team of Khaleda
will also accompany the former prime
minister. Her younger son Arafat
Rahman Koko’s widow Sharmila
Rahman and assistants Fatema and
Rupa will also be with her.

She has long been suffering from
various ailments, including liver
cirrhosis, arthritis, diabetes, and
issues related to kidney, lung, heart,
and eyes.

On October 26 last year, three

US specialist doctors completed
the hepatic procedure, known
as the transjugular intrahepatic

portosystemic shunt (TIPS procedure),
to stop water accretion in Khaleda’s

ACC cannot undertake crucial tasks
like investigating allegations, filing
cases or charge sheets, without a full
commission.

“Therefore, the resignation
letters need to be accepted soon,
and an acceptable chairman and
commissioners should be appointed
within 30 days or before to fill the
vacuum left by the resignations.”

Before resigning, the three
performed their official duties in the
morning.

They were scheduled to meet the
ACC Reform Commission at 3:00pm,
but news broke around 1:00pm that
the meeting had been postponed.

Sources said they submitted their
resignation letters and left the ACC
Segunbagicha headquarters around
2:30pm yesterday.

On March 3, 2021, Moinuddin
was appointed ACC chairman and
Jahurul commissioner (investigation).
Asia Khatoon joined the anti-graft
body as commissioner (inquiry) a year
and a half later.

stomach and chest, and bleeding in
her liver.

Sources said Khaleda’s liver needs
to be transplanted and that’s why
her family members are in close
communication with the specialist
doctors in the US and Germany.

Her doctors have been
recommending sending her abroad
since she was diagnosed with liver
cirrhosis in November 2021.

Khaleda was sent to Old Dhaka
Central Jail on February 8, 2018, after
a special court sentenced her to five
years in prison in the Zia Orphanage
Trust corruption case.

On October 30, 2018, the High
Court raised her punishment to 10
years. Later, she was convicted in the
7ia Charitable Trust graft case.

Amid the coronavirus outbreak,
the then Awami League government
temporarily freed Khaleda from jail
after 776 days through an executive
order suspending her sentence on
March 25, 2020, with conditions that
she would stay in her Gulshan house
and not leave the country.

After the fall of the AL government,
the BNP chairperson was completely
freed by an order of President
Mohammed Shahabuddin on August 6.

BTTC wants duty
free rice imports
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According to data from the
Departmentof Agricultural Extension,
two recent floods between August
16 to October 15 have disrupted the
production of 8.39 lakh tonnes of rice.

Earlier on October 20, the NBR
reduced the import duty on rice
to 25 percent from 62.5 percent Lo
encourage imports and increase
supply in the local markets.

The NBR said that the duty cut
would help lower the import cost by
Tk 14.4 per kilogramme.

However, after the duty cut, the
importers ordered the import of only
26 tonnes of rice so far, the BTTC
report mentioned.

Amid this situation, necessary rice
imports will only be encouraged if the
duties are exempted as part of efforts
to stabilise the market prices, the
BTTC report said.

The report also said that local
producers are unlikely to suffer if
rice is imported at the price of the
international markets, which will
keep the price of imported rice above
the price of the locally grown rice.

Bangladesh annually needs about
3.7 to 3.9 crore tonnes of rice, most
of which are met through domestic
production.

Trump courts
religious voters
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people in Michigan, where Harris
arrived on Monday.

Harris visited Corning Inc’s
Hemlock Semiconductor facility to
talk to workers and tour the assembly
line and talk about the importance of
investing in manufacturing jobs.

The company recently received a
preliminary investment of up to $325
million via the Chips and Science
Act, which a Harris campaign official
noted Trump had criticized and
Harris helped pass.

“When we can find a way to have
meaningful partnerships with the
private sector, with industries, but to
do the kind of work that is happening
here, everybody wins,” she said.

Trump has argued his stewardship
of the economy was stronger than
that of President Joe Biden and
Harris, despite major job losses at the
end of his term at the onset of the
coronavirus pandemic.

AL govt put inance adviser, BB governor
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their legal counsels.

“The process of cancellation [of
deal] was followed properly. But
our attorneys advised us at the time
that we don’t attend the arbitration
court,” he said.

The Daily Star hasalso seen a Smith
Cogeneration letter dated November
7 last year to Nasrul Hamid, former
state minister for power, energy
and mineral resources, and Habibur

Info ministry
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Three journalists from DBC News
have been included in the list — Head
of News Zayadul Ahsan Pintu, Special
Correspondent Aditya Arafat, and
Masud Ibny Ayub Karzon.

Two journalists from Bangladesh
Pratidin on the list are Mirza
Mehedi Tamal, their city editor, and
Zulkarnain Rano, their chief reporter.

From Jugantor, Abdullah Al
Mamun, their former special
correspondent and Sheikh Mamunur
Rashid, their special correspondent,
were named.

Two journalists from News24 were
on the list, namely, Rahul Raha,
executive editor, Ashiqur Rahman
Shraban, deputy chief news editor
and head of digital.

In addition to Mamun, another
journalist from ATN News, Tawhidul
Islam Shourav, was included.

Rahman, former power secretary.

The company had demanded $20.1
million in that letter.

“Smith Cogeneration has and
continues to sustain severe damage
as aresult of this dispute. In addition
to the recourse available to us under
the  Unconditional  Guarantee,
please be advised that it is our
understanding that under US law a
court will find no legal distinction
between the PDB and the GoB

The list also includes Haider Ali,
executive editor of Kaler Kontho,
Moinul Islam, executive editor of
Amader Shomoy, Abul Khair, city
editor of Dainik Ittefaq, Madhusudan
Mondal of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS), Ashok Chowdhury
of Boishakhi Television, journalists
Azmal Hossain and Shyamol Sarkar.

The letter was signed by the
information  ministry’s  Deputy
Secretary Mohammed Masud Khan.

In addition, the press accreditation
cards of 20 journalists were cancelled,
as per another directive issued by the
information ministry on October 28.

They include seven from the 28
mentioned in the letter to the BFIU:
Ashok Chowdhury, Farazi Azmal,
Naem Nizam, Farida Yasmin, Shaban
Mahmud, Jamal Hossain and
Subhash Chandra Singh Roy.

The others include Mozammel

for purposes of enforcing the UK
Judgment,” the letter said.

Nasrul Hamid has gone into
hiding since the fall of the Hasina
government on August 5.

Habibur Rahman was in office till
October 6, when he went on post-
retirement leave. His phone was
found switched ofI.

Harold E Patricoff, a lawyer for
Smith Cogeneration, did not respond
to our email.

Haque Babu, editor-in-chief of
Ekattor TV, Shakil Ahmed, the
station’s former head of news,

and Farzana Rupa,
correspondent.

The cards of Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, editor of The Daily
Obsever, Shyamal Dutta, editor of
the Dainik Bhorer Kagoj, Munni
Saha, chief news editor at ATN
News, Nayeemul Islam Khan, editor-
in-chief of Amader Shomoy.com,
Mohammed Arifur Rahman, editor
of Dhaka Times, Abul Kalam Azad,
former managing director of BSS,
and Pranab Saha, editor of DBC News,
have also been revoked.

The others who lost their press
accreditation are Zafar Wazed,
former director general of the Press
Institute of Bangladesh, and freelance
journalists Mithila Farzana and Syed
Borhan Kabir.
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