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‘Shmashan 
Deepali’ to 
be observed 
today
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Barishal

“Shmashan Deepali”, 
a century-old ritual of 
Hindu community in 
Barishal, will be observed 
today.

Every year, hundreds 
of people from the Hindu 
community light candles 
at the crematorium in 
Kawnia area of Barishal 
city on the occasion of 
“Bhoot Chaturdashi”, on 
the night before Kali Puja. 

According to locals, the 
ritual is being observed 
for around 150 years in 
memory of their relatives 
and loved ones who had 
passed away, and for peace 
of their departed souls. 

On the occasion, the 
families also offer prayers 
for their loved ones who 
had passed away, and  
prepare their favourite 
food items.  

M a n b e n d r a 
Batbyal, convener of 
Mahashmashan Raksha 
Committee, said it is 
one of oldest religious 
traditions among Hindus 
in Barishal, which is likely 
not observed anywhere 
else in the country. 

“We have been 
commemorating our 
forefathers through this 
ritual for years,” said 
Subhash Chandra Bose, a 
senior citizen.
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Kali Haldar and Sumita Haldar catch crabs during high tide in the Jhapjhapia River near their home. Every day, they bring fishing nets to the river, 
bundling the crabs they catch to sell at Tk 60 per kg in the local market. This photo was taken near the Pankhali Ferry Ghat in Dacope upazila, 
Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

A market without profit
Students selling essential commodities at  

lower prices in Moulvibazar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Students under the banner of Anti-
discrimination Students Movement 
have launched a temporary, non-
profit market in Samshernagar 
area of Moulvibazar, selling around 
15 essential commodities at lower 
prices.

The move comes as a respite to 
many low-income families who 
have been struggling to make both 
ends meet amid spiralling prices of 
essentials in recent times triggered 
by market manipulation and 
mismanagement.

Visiting the market recently, 
this correspondent observed that 
residents were able to purchase 
different vegetables and shrimps at 
significantly lower prices. 

Potatoes and brinjals were 
being sold at Tk 20-30 less prices 
compared to local shops and 
kitchen markets. 

Coriander leaves were being sold 
at Tk 100 per kg, brinjals Tk 60, 
radish Tk 40, gourd and pumpkin 
Tk 30, pointed gourds Tk 40, 
shrimp Tk 40, chillies Tk 130 and 
cucumber Tk 30.

The platform currently offers 

a range of 15 products, including 
essential vegetables and shrimp, 
while continuing to explore ways to 
expand its offerings.

Zakaria Emon, a coordinator 
of the platform in Moulvibazar, 
emphasised that their efforts aim 
to support consumers struggling 
with inflated prices, and ensure fair 
prices for customers. 

Appreciating the initiative, 
Setara Begum, a local resident, 
expressed hope that the initiative 
will also include other necessities 
like fish and meat at fair prices to 
benefit the consumers.

Sadek Hosain, another local, 
called for better market supervision 
to prevent exploitation and ensure 
affordability.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A total 901 Rohingyas were taken to 
Bhasan Char in Noakhali’s Hatia upazila 
from different refugee camps in Teknaf 
and Ukhiya of Cox’s Bazar yesterday, 
resuming relocation of the refugees after 
a pause of seven months.

Of them, 506 were sent for the first time, 
while 395 were previously sent to the island 
but left it later on due to different reasons, 
said Mohammad Samsuddauza Nayan, joint 
secretary and additional commissioner for 
refugee relief and repatriation. 

They reached Bhasan Char yesterday 
afternoon on two Navy ships from 
Chattogram, said Md Abu Jafar, officer-in-
charge of Bhasan Char Police Station.

Earlier on Monday morning, the 
Rohingyas gathered at the temporary transit 
point set up at Ukhiya Degree College, and 

were taken to Chattogram at night. 
Abul Kalam, 27, who was going to 

Bhasan Char with his family from Rohingya 
Camp-15, said “Criminal activities have 
escalated in the camp. I don’t feel safe to 
live there with family, so we are leaving for 
Bhasan Char.”

With this, the total number of Rohingyas 
in Bhasan Char shelter rose to 37,946. 

According to sources at the Refugee 
Relief and Repatriation Office, more than 
35,000 Rohingyas were earlier transferred 
to Bhasan Char in 24 phases.

Last on March 1 this year, some 1,242 
Rohingya were taken to Bhasan Char.

The Bhasan Char Shelter Project was 
implemented on 13,000 acres with 120 
cluster villages at a cost of Tk 3,950 
crore from the government’s own funds 
to accommodate a total 1 lakh displaced 
Rohingyas from Myanmar. 

506 more Rohingyas 
relocated to Bhasan Char

5 get life 
sentence for 
killing boy
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Munshiganj

A Munshiganj court 
yesterday sentenced 
five people to life 
imprisonment in a case 
filed for the murder of a 
boy.

In the verdict, Judge Dr 
Mohammad Alamgir also 
fined Rabiullah, Hannan 
Mia, Abul Hossain, Maina 
Mia, and Anwar Hossain 
Tk 10,000 each; in 
default, they will have to 
serve an additional year 
in jail, according to court 
sources.

According to the case, 
the parents of Takir left 
him at home on August 
31, 2010, in Fultala, Sadar 
upazila, and went to a 
market in Munshiganj 
town.

Upon their return 
around 4:00pm, they 
could not find the 
10-year-old. Following 
this, his mother, 
Jharna Begum, filed 
an abduction case with 
Sadar Police Station on 
September 1.
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