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Traffic police stopped and seized all of these rickshaws for illegally plying the VIP road near Manik Mia Avenue yesterday. An initial lack 
of police presence following August 5 enabled many rickshaw pullers to start plying such roads. Recently, traffic police have started 
conducting drives such illegal activities. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN
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On Sunday, 34 more people 
were arrested in different 
areas of Mohammadpur, of 
which 22 were arrested in 
joint drives.

According to sources, 
the criminal activities 
centring the Geneva camp 
in Mohammadpur have 
increased in recent times, 
especially during the 
changing circumstances 
after the fall of the Awami 
League government on 
August 5.

The criminal gangs, 
along with members of the 
teen gangs, got involved in 
different criminal offences, 
including mugging on 
different roads and areas of 
Mohammadpur.

Meanwhile, mugging has 
also been taking place in the 
neighbouring Dhanmondi 
area.

According to sources, 
five cases of snatching have 
been filed with Dhanmondi 

Police Station this month 
alone. 

In addition, 16 snatchers 
have been arrested. 
However, local sources said 
that the mugging incident 
is happening almost 
every day on Mirpur Road 
and Satmasjid Road in 
Dhanmondi.

They alleged that there 
were no police or law 
enforcers in these areas 
during those incidents.

Md Masud Alam, 
deputy commissioner of 
Ramna Division Police, 
told The Daily Star, “Some 
incidents may have taken 
place in Dhanmondi… we 
have managed to detect 
and arrest criminals in 
some incidents, and we 
are working regarding the 
others. We have already 
increased vigilance and 
patrolling to ensure visible 
policing and prompt 
action.”

US opposes religious
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to support inclusive and 
non-discriminatory hiring 
practice in public service 
in Bangladesh, he said he 
does not have anything to 
add to what he just said.

He was also asked 
on the recent reports 
of Bangladesh police 

using the Anti-
Terrorism Act to arrest 
individuals associated 
with the Chhatra League 
for participating in 
demonstration following 
the recent ban of the 
organisation.

“We believe that is 
the case no matter who 

the ruling party is in 
Bangladesh, and we have 
made that clear a number 
of times from this podium 
as well in our bilateral 
engagements,” Miller 
said, emphasising on the 
protection of the right to 
freedom of expression and 
assembly in Bangladesh.

Ex-NSI acting DG
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records showing his 
condition, and based on 
his health, age, and long 
time custody, the tribunal 
decided to grant him bail,” 
he added.

Oahidul, also a former 
additional inspector 
general of police, was 
arrested on April 24, 2018 
for his alleged involvement 
in war crimes.

Investigation against 
him started on December 5, 
2016. He was later indicted 
in a war crimes case on 
October 16, 2019.

Oahidul, of 
Chandibardi village under 
Madaripur Sadar upazila, 
joined the Pakistan army 
in October 1966. He was 
transferred to Rangpur 
Cantonment as a captain 
in March 1970, and was 

the lone Bangalee officer 
of Pakistan army to take 
part in the war in 1971 
and killed around 500-
600 people on March 28 
near the cantonment, said 
Motiur Rahman, the case’s 
investigation officer.

He was then transferred 
to Pakistan on March 
30, 1971. He eventually 
returned to Bangladesh 
and joined the army in 
1974, before being sent 
into “forced retirement” 
as many were aware of his 
“war crimes”.

After the political 
transition in August 1975, 
he joined the police force 
as assistant superintendent 
in October 1976, and later, 
became director of NSI, 
acting DG of NSI and went 
into retirement in 2005 as 
an additional IGP.

5 get life sentence
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On September 2, Takir’s 
body was found in a pond 
near their home.

Police arrested Rabiullah 
in the area on November 
3. The other four suspects 
were arrested at different 

times.
The convicts admitted to 

abducting and killing Takir 
to steal a gold chain from 
his neck.

Two of the convicts, 
Rabiullah and Hannan, 
remain at large.

saw three consecutive 
failed elections and it 
ultimately led to the July 
2024 uprising and the 
fall of the government on 
August 5, 2024.

The 13th amendment 
was incorporated into the 
constitution in 1996 to 
ensure free and fair elections 
and strengthen democracy. 
It represented the “will of 
the people” and a “political 
consensus and settlement,” 
said the petition.

Meanwhile yesterday, 
the HC bench of Justice 
Farah Mahbub and Justice 
Debasish Roy Chowdhury 
issued a fresh rule asking 
the respondents to explain 
why the Constitution (15th 
Amendment) Act, 2011 
should not be declared 
contradictory to the 
constitution and why the 
previous action taken in 
pursuance of this law should 
not be declared illegal.

The bench issued the 
rule after hearing another 
petition recently filed 
by Mofazzal Hossan, a 
freedom fighter and a 
resident from Narayanpara 
of Raninagar in Naogaon, 
challenging the legality of 
the 15th amendment.

HC allows BNP
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not be declared 
unconstitutional, and why 
the previous actions taken 
under this act should not 
be treated as transactions 
past and closed.

Secretaries at the 
ministry of law and Jatiya 
Sangsad Secretariat have 
been made respondents to 
the rule.

The rule was issued 
following a petition filed 
by five citizens -- Badiul 
Alam Majumdar, secretary 
of rights organisation 
Shushashoner Jonno 
Nagorik, Tofail Ahmed, 
M Hafizuddin Khan, Md 
Jobirul Hoque Bhuiyan 
and Zahrah Rahman -- 
challenging the legality and 
constitutionality of the 15th 
amendment.

They submitted the 
petition as a public 
interest litigation to the 
HC on August 18, stating 
that following the 15th 
amendment, the nation 
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Shahiduzzaman 
Beltu no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Jhenaidah

Shahiduzzaman Beltu, a 
f o r m e r 
lawmaker, 
p a s s e d 
away due 
to cardiac 
arrest at 
Jhenaidah Sadar Hospital 
on Monday night. He was 
78.

Shahiduzzaman was 
elected as a member of 
parliament (MP) four times 
from the Jhenaidah-4 
constituency representing 
the BNP.

He left behind his wife, a 
son, a daughter, and a host 
of relatives to mourn his 
death.

He was laid to rest 
in his family graveyard 
in Hashanhati village 
following three namaz-e-
janazas yesterday.


