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ISRAEL’S NORTH GAZA ASSAULT

100,000 residents 
trapped: Palestinians

REUTERS, Cairo

Israeli tanks thrust deeper into two north 
Gaza towns and a historic refugee camp 
yesterday, trapping around 100,000 
civilians, the Palestinian emergency 
service said, in what the military said 
were operations to root out regrouping 
Hamas militants.

The Israeli military said soldiers 
captured around 100 
suspected Hamas members 
in a raid into Kamal Adwan 
hospital in the Jabalia 
camp. Hamas and medics 
have denied any militant 
presence at the hospital.

The Gaza Strip’s health 
ministry said at least 19 
people were killed by Israeli 
airstrikes and bombardment 
yesterday, 13 of them in the north of the 
shattered coastal territory.

The Palestinian Civil Emergency 
Service said around 100,000 people were 
marooned in Jabalia, Beit Lahiya and 
Beit Hanoun without medical or food 
supplies. 

The death toll from Israel’s retaliatory 
air and ground onslaught in Gaza 
has reached 43,020, the Gaza health 
ministry said in an update yesterday, 

with the densely populated enclave 
widely reduced to rubble.

The emergency service said its 
operations had ground to a halt because 
of the three-week-long Israeli assault 
back into the north, an area where the 
military said it had wiped out viable 
Hamas combat forces earlier in the year-
long offensive.

As talks led by the US, Egypt and 
Qatar to broker a ceasefire 
resumed on Sunday after 
multiple abortive attempts, 
Egypt’s president proposed 
an initial two-day truce 
to exchange four Israeli 
hostages of Hamas for some 
Palestinian prisoners, to 
be followed by talks within 
10 days on a permanent 
ceasefire.

There was no public comment from 
Israel or Hamas, who have stuck to 
irreconcilable conditions for ending the 
war.

Gaza’s offensive has kindled wider 
Middle East conflict, raising fears of 
global instability, with Israeli forces 
invading south Lebanon to stop 
Hezbollah rocketing northern Israel in 
support of fellow Iran-backed militant 
group Hamas in Gaza.

Carbon cuts 
‘miles short’ 
of 2030 goal 
WMO warns
AFP, Paris

Greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the 
atmosphere reached new 
record highs in 2023, the 
UN warned yesterday, with 
countries falling “miles 
short” of what is needed 
to curb devastating global 
warming.

Levels of the three 
main greenhouse 
gases all increased yet 
again last year, said the 
World Meteorological 
Organization, the UN’s 
weather and climate agency.

Carbon dioxide was 
accumulating in the 
atmosphere faster than ever, 
up more than 10 percent in 
two decades, it added.

And a separate report by 
UN climate change found 
that barely a dent is being 
made in the 43 percent 
emissions cut needed by 
2030 to avert the worst of 
global warming.

UKRAINE WAR

N Korean unit 
deployed to 
Russia’s Kursk 
region: Nato
REUTERS, Brussels

Nato Secretary General 
Mark Rutte said yesterday 
he could confirm that 
North Korean troops have 
been sent to Russia and 
that North Korean military 
units have been deployed 
to the Kursk region.

“The deepening military 
cooperation between 
Russia and North Korea is 
a threat to both Indo-Pacific 
and Euro-Atlantic security,” 
Rutte told reporters after 
Nato officials received 
a briefing from a South 
Korean delegation.

Meanwhile, Russia said 
it took another village in 
eastern Ukraine, south of 
the city of Pokrovsk where its 
forces have been advancing 
for months. Moscow’s 
forces, outnumbering and 
outgunning Ukrainian 
army, advanced fast 
towards Pokrovsk since 
summer.

Iran to ‘use all 
available tools’ to 
respond to attack
Tehran warns Israel
AGENCIES

Tehran will “use all available tools” to respond to Israel’s 
weekend attack on military targets in Iran, Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei said 
yesterday.

Iran previously played down Israel’s air attack on 
Saturday, saying it caused only limited damage, while 
US President Joe Biden called for a halt to escalation 
that has raised fears of an all-out conflagration in the 
Middle East.

Speaking at a weekly televised news conference, 
Baghaei said: “(Iran) will use all available tools to deliver 
a definite and effective response to the Zionist regime 
(Israel)”.

The nature of Iran’s response depends on the 
nature of the Israeli attack, Baghaei added, without 
elaborating. Earlier in the day, top commander of 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards has warned Israel it would 
face “bitter consequences” after its attack on Iranian 
military sites.

Guards chief Hossein Salami, quoted by Tasnim 
news agency, said Israel had “failed to achieve its 
ominous goals” with its air raids on Saturday.

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said 
on Sunday that Iranian officials should determine how 
best to demonstrate Iran’s power to Israel, adding that 
the Isreli attack should “neither be downplayed nor 
exaggerated”.

Palestinians gather to buy bread from a bakery, amid the Israel-Hamas conflict, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. The 
amount of international aid entering Gaza has plummeted to its lowest level all year, according to UN data, while a global hunger monitor 
has also warned of a looming famine. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Four journos held
FROM PAGE 12

storey under-construction 
building in the Angarpur 
area.

The incident occurred 
after an interaction with 
the journalists at his work. 
At the bank, the journalists 
had asked him about 
alleged fund embezzlement 
between 2018 and 2021. 

According to sources, 
the confrontation 
reportedly upset Patwary.

After the journalists 

left the bank premises, 
Patwary went to a nearby 
construction site and 
jumped off the roof.

OC Abul Bashar said the 
journalists were arrested 
after police found their 
involvement in the incident 
during preliminary 
investigations. 

“A seven-day remand 
has been sought for further 
questioning but the court 
has not yet set a date for the 
remand hearing.”

Seek SC’s opinion
FROM PAGE 2

“We see both the prime 
minister and the president 
as illegitimate. Just as the 
parliament is illegitimate, 
so is the president elected 
by that parliament. It was 
necessary for the interim 
government to be sworn 
in under this president 
due to the exceptional 
circumstances, when 
all political and student 
leaders were present,” 
Mujibur Rahman, member 
secretary of AB party, 
told reporters after the 
discussion.

Asked whether a 
constitutional crisis would 
arise if the president 
resigned or was removed, 
he called it a valid question. 
“That is why, we clearly 
suggested that a reference 
be sent to the Supreme 
Court for guidance on the 
matter.”

Mentioning how the Chief 
Advisor Dr Muhammad 
Yunus and the advisory 
council took their oaths 
based on the Supreme 
Court’s opinion after sending 
a reference, he said, “A similar 
reference under Article 
106 of the Constitution 
could be sought regarding 
the issue of the president’s 
removal for a resolution. 
We believe this would avoid 
any constitutional crisis or 
vacuum.”

Nagorik Committee 
representative Arif Sohel 
mentioned that they had a 
positive discussion with the 
AB Party, which supports 
the president’s resignation.

Both parties present 
at the discussion agreed 
that a “proclamation of 
republic,” could be issued 
to recognise the July mass 
uprising and challenge the 
legitimacy of the past three 
elections under the Awami 
League.

Meanwhile, the Kibria-
Faruk faction led by Reza 
Kibria of the Gono Odhikar 
Parishad also made similar 
suggestions.

“Since the government 
is now operating as per the 
constitutional framework, 
we have to proceed as 
per the Article 106 of the 
Constitution. We have no 
other option right now,” 
Faruk Hasan, member 
secretary of the party, told 
The Daily Star.

They also agreed with 
the demand seeking the 
president’s removal and 
opined that it should be 
done immediately.

“We have discussed 
three issues -- removal of 
the president, scrapping of 
the 1972 constitution, and 
challenging the last three 
national elections under 
AL government. We have 
agreed on all the issues 
with the student leaders. 
However, regarding the 
president’s removal, we told 
them to follow a systemic 
procedure so that no crisis 
is created centring the 
issue,” said Faruk.

At the meeting between 
the partners of the 
Ganatantra Mancha and 
the student leaders, the 
alliance partners said that a 
decision should be reached 
based on a national 
consensus and consider 
the “extra-constitutional” 
situation that may arise 
following the removal.

“We told them that any 
decision in this regard 
should be reached based on 
a national consensus and 
not excluding any party 
that has been active in 
the movement against the 
Awami League. However, 
we think that the president 
has no right to be in the 
post and should resign 
immediately,” Saiful Huq, 
general secretary of the 
Revolutionary Workers’ 
Party told this newspaper.

In regards to challenging 
the last three national 
elections, the alliance 
partners advised further 
discussions, saying such 
a decision may lead to 
technical issues.

Trump
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1798 Alien Enemies 
Act law to deport 
immigrants with 
criminal records.

A long list of opening 
speakers varied widely 
from former pro 
wrestler Hulk Hogan to 
former New York City 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani to 
Trump’s sons Eric and 
Don Jr.

Some used racist and 
misogynistic language 
in warming up a 
capacity crowd.

Giuliani, a former 
personal lawyer to 
Trump, falsely claimed 
that Harris was “on the 
side of the terrorists” in 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.


