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50 killed in paramilitary 
attack in Sudan
AFP, Gedaref

At least 50 people have been killed in a 
single attack by Sudanese paramilitaries 
who have besieged and raided villages in 
al-Jazira state, activists said.

The paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) have been at war with 
Sudan’s regular army since April 2023 
but have in recent days intensified their 

violence against civilians in al-Jazira, 
south of the capital Khartoum, after 
their commander in the state defected to 
the army.

“The villages of al-Sariha and Azraq 
have been under attack” since Friday 
morning, the resistance committee in 
Hasaheisa, one of hundreds of volunteer 
groups coordinating aid in Sudan, said in 
a statement to AFP late on Friday.

‘TERRORIST ATTACK’

10 cops die 
in south-  
east Iran
AFP, Tehran

At least 10 police officers were killed 
in a “terrorist attack” in an area of 
southeastern Iran long plagued by 
unrest, local media reported yesterday.

They were killed during an attack on 
“police vehicles” in Sistan-Baluchistan 
province’s Taftan county, the Mehr and 
Tasnim news agencies reported, without 
saying how it was carried out.

No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack, which 
occurred some 1,200 kilometres (745 
miles) southeast of the capital Tehran.

The official IRNA news agency, citing 
a police statement, reported the death 
of “10 personnel in two patrol units” in 
what it called an ambush.

Sistan-Baluchistan borders Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, and is one of the most 
impoverished provinces in the Islamic 
republic.

It is home to a large number of the 
Baluch minority, an ethnic group spread 
between Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan 
who practise Sunni Islam in contrast 
to the country’s predominantly Shiite 
population.

The province has experienced 
recurring clashes between Iranian 
security forces and rebels from the 
Baluch minority, radical Sunni groups 
and drug traffickers.

Yesterday’s attack was one of the 
deadliest attacks in the area in recent 
months.

In early October, at least six people, 
including police officers, were killed in 
the province in two separate attacks.

The Pakistan-based Sunni jihadist 
group Jaish al-Adl -- Army of Justice in 
Arabic -- claimed responsibility for the 
two attacks in a message on Telegram.

Formed in 2012 by Baluch separatists, 
the group is considered a “terrorist 
organisation” by both Iran and the 
United States.

US approves 
$2b arms 
sales to 
Taiwan
AFP, Washington

The US State 
Department on Friday 
approved a $2 billion 
arms sale package 
for Taiwan including 
advanced surface-to-
air missile systems and 
radar, a move that could 
provoke Beijing.

The sale, which awaits 
approval by Congress, 
includes several anti-
aircraft systems, 
including NASAMS 
and 123 missiles 
totaling $1.16 billion, 
according to the agency 
responsible for the sale.

The agency also 
announced the sale of 
radar systems to Taiwan 
worth $828 million.

The equipment will 
be derived from US Air 
Force supplies.

Ukrainian rescuers clear debris on the site of a Russian missile strike in Dnipro, eastern Ukraine yesterday, amid the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Russian missile strikes killed four people including a child in the Ukrainian city of Dnipro Friday night, while a teenager and another 
person died in attacks on Kyiv and the surrounding region, officials said yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Dozens detained at 
north Gaza hospital
REUTERS, Cairo

Gaza health ministry has said it regained contact 
with staff at a northern Gaza hospital that was 
besieged by Israeli forces, learning that three 
health workers had been injured and dozens of 
male medical staffers and some of the patients 
detained.

Health officials said on Friday Israeli forces 
had stormed Kamal Adwan Hospital, one of three 
medical facilities struggling to operate in the area.

Footage circulated by the health ministry 
- which Reuters could not immediately verify 
- showed damage to several buildings after the 
Israeli forces withdrew 
yesterday.

Medics said at least 44 
of the facility’s 70-member 
team of the hospital had 
been detained by the 
army. It later said the army 
had released 14 of them, 
including the hospital’s 
director.

An Israeli military 
spokesperson declined 
comment on the hospital 
report. On Friday the Israeli 
military said it operated 
in the area of the hospital 
based on intelligence 
“regarding the presence 
of terrorists and terrorist 
infrastructure” there.

Medics said at least two 
children had died inside 
the intensive care unit after 
Israeli fire hit the generators 
and oxygen station in the facility on Friday.

Medical staffers have refused Israeli army 
orders to evacuate the hospital or leave their 
patients unattended. Before the army raid, medics 
said at least 600 people had been in the hospital, 
including patients and their escorts.

“The safety and lives of patients who are left 
inside Kamal Adwan Hospital without medical 
staff and much needed medication are at risk 
now,” said Marwan Al-Hams of the health 
ministry.

Three nurses were injured during the raid and 
three ambulance vehicles were destroyed, the 
ministry said.

Israeli military strikes on the towns of Jabalia, 

Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya in northern Gaza 
have so far killed around 800 people during a 
three-week offensive, the Gaza ministry added.

Israel says its forces returned to northern Gaza 
to root out Hamas fighters who regrouped there. 
The Israeli military said on Friday that three of its 
soldiers were killed in combat in the north of the 
Gaza Strip.
‘EXTREMELY DIRE’
The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) described the situation in northern Gaza 
as “extremely dire” and said people wishing to 
evacuate must be assured safe passage.

“Ongoing evacuation orders, and continued 
restriction on introduction 
of essential supplies, leaves 
the remaining civilian 
population in north Gaza in 
horrific circumstances,” the 
ICRC said in a statement on 
Saturday.

“Hospitals are being 
told to evacuate, leaving 
a potential vacuum of 
medical services for the 
many civilians who remain, 
and are critically under-
resourced while new 
patients continue to arrive,” 
it added.

Senior Hamas official 
Basem Naim said Israel’s 
incursions in northern 
Gaza and storming Kamal 
Adwan Hospital were a 
violation of international 
humanitarian law that it 
could not have committed 

without “the protection of Western countries”.
Israel regularly accuses Hamas of exploiting 

the civilian population and property, including 
hospitals and mosques, for military purposes. 
Hamas denies the accusation.

The Israeli military said on Saturday it had 
expanded the humanitarian-designated area of 
Al-Mawasi in the southern Gaza Strip, where the 
army has in the past told Palestinians to go when 
forced to evacuate their homes.

Separately on Saturday Israeli forces killed 
a Hamas member during a raid in the city of 
Tulkarm, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, the 
Israeli security force said in a statement. It said the 
man had been planning an imminent attack.

Israeli forces 
withdraw from 
hospital after 
storming it on Friday

3 health workers 
injured; dozens 
detained

ICRC decries 
‘extremely dire’ 
conditions in north 
Gaza

Hamas member killed 
in occupied West 
Bank, Israel says
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Former chief whip
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according to information 
gleaned from other arrestees, 
Moinuddin was directly 
involved in the killing. That is 
why he should be remanded to 
identify the other fugitives and 
ascertain their whereabouts.

The defence submitted 
an application seeking bail 
and cancellation of the 
remand prayer, saying that 
their client was not named 
in the FIR.

After hearing the prayers, 
the magistrate turned down 

the defence pleas and put 
Moinuddin on remand.

A team of detectives 
arrested the accused 
from a house in the 
capital’s Gulshan around 
3:30am yesterday, said 
Talebur Rahman, deputy 
commissioner (media) of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police.

According to the case 
documents, the BNP called a 
grand rally in the capital on 
October 28 last year. To foil 
the programme, the Awami 
League also called a grand 

rally in the city. At one stage, 
AL goons, with the help of 
police, attacked the BNP’s 
rally in Nayapaltan, leaving 
Shamim dead.

On September 14 this 
year, Abbas Ali, a former 
member of Jubo Dal central 
committee, filed a case 
with Paltan Model Police 
Station accusing 704 named 
suspects, including some 
top leaders of the AL and 
several police officials, and 
12,000 unnamed others 
over the killing.

3 shot as drug gangs clash
FROM PAGE 12

use firearms which were 
looted from Mohammadpur 
Police Station during the 
mass uprising.

Yesterday, local residents, 
including students, staged 
a demonstration in front 
of Mohammadpur Police 
Station demanding 
improvement in law and 
order.

Demonstrators said the 
law and order situation in 
Mohammadpur did not 
return to normal after the 
fall of Hasina’s regime on 

August 5. The blamed a 
lack of police patrol for 
the poor law and order 
situation.

Inspector Hafizur said 
they could not patrol the 
entire neighbourhood due 
to a shortage of manpower 
and vehicles. “We are trying 
to carry out our duties 
with whatever resources we 
have.”
JOINT TEAM LAUNCHES 

RAIDS

A joint team of Bangladesh 
Army and the police 
conducted raids in Rayer 

Bazar, Basila, Dhaka Udyan 
and the adjacent areas 
from around 6:00pm and 
detained 45 young people 
for their alleged involvement 
in robberies and mugging.

The team was 
interrogating the detainees 
to verify their involvement 
in criminal activities.

“We are trying to identify 
the real offenders. Once 
we have evidence of their 
involvement in criminal 
activities, we will produce 
them before the court,” 
Hafizur said.


