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members, alongside 
other locals, gathered in 
Dhalapara late at night, 
surrounded Aynal’s house 
suspecting that he was 
involved in the incident. 

They dragged him out 
of the house and beat him, 
said Aynal’s mother, Bulli 
Bewa. She also claimed that 
her son was not involved in 
the incident.

As of now, no formal 
complaint has been filed, 
said OC Wahid, adding 
that an investigation is 
currently underway.

He also said there were 
allegations of Aynal being 
involved in theft and other 
crimes.

Meanwhile, a mentally 

unstable youth was severely 
beaten and tortured 
over theft allegations in 
Bagdah village of Jashore’s 
Abhaynagar upazila 
yesterday morning.

The victim is Yusuf 
Malik, 19.

Yusuf was stripped, 
hanged from a tree, and 
beaten, said eyewitnesses. 

Ahmed Ali Beg, Sabuj 
Munsi, and Idris Ali of the 
same area, and two or three 
others, were involved in 
torturing him, they added.

Police have arrested 
Ahmed in this connection, 
said Aqikul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Abhaynagar 
Police Station.

A case was filed in this 
regard, he added. 

When students grow, country
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years, Bishwo Shahitto 
Kendro has encouraged 
nearly 22 million students 
to read books. One of 
the reasons for this is 
that students often do 
not receive support from 
teachers for reading books 
outside textbooks. They 
think it’s a waste of time. 
However, when a good 
book opens up the mind, 
students can better absorb 
their textbooks.”

Addressing the students, 

he said, “When you grow, 
Bangladesh will grow. 
Therefore, you must dream 
of making yourselves 
bigger.”

In his speech, Mahfuz 
Anam, the editor and 
publisher of The Daily 
Star, said, “It is impossible 
to predict how a book will 
influence a reader. Among 
many books, perhaps just 
one can change an entire 
perspective. The way 
Bishwo Shahitto Kendro 
presents the treasures of 

the world is invaluable.”
Addressing the 

students, he said, “You 
must dream of developing 
yourselves. You are now 
global citizens. Even just 
by helping one person, you 
can make your mark in the 
society.”

Yasir Azman, chief 
executive officer of 
Grameenphone Ltd, and 
Shamim Al Mamun, 
director of Bishwo Shahitto 
Kendro, also spoke at the 
event.

16 to 30 age group 
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educational institutions. 
As people in the 16 to 30 
age group remain outside 
most of the time, this may 
have contributed to their 
contracting the mosquito-
borne disease in large 
numbers.”

Bashar suggested 
wearing full-sleeved shirts, 
full pants, socks, and shoes 
to stay safe from the Aedes 
mosquito, the carrier of 
dengue virus.

People must also 
be careful in keeping 
their houses, yards, and 
workplaces clean, he said. 

He also suggested people 
to use mosquito-killing 
repellent and cream to 
protect them from mosquito 
bites and to use mosquito 
nets while sleeping. 

Entomologist Manzur A 
Chowdhury said there could 
be a connection between 
the high population of that 
age group and the large 
number of infections. 

Stressing the need for 
continuing anti-mosquito 
drives, Manzur said the 

peak of dengue this year 
may reach in November, and 
the number of cases will 
start reducing afterwards.

He, however, warned 
that though the number 
of dengue cases will start 
declining, it will not be 
reduced significantly 
this year. People may get 
infected with dengue until 
February, he said.

Meanwhile, Dr HM 
Nazmul Ahsan, associate 
professor at Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Medical College 
Hospital, highlighted 
that high-risk groups, 
including the elderly, obese 
individuals, pregnant 
women, infants, and people 
with comorbidities, are 
more susceptible to fatal 
outcomes.

Dr Ahsan advised that 
severe stomach pain, 
difficulty breathing, extreme 
weakness, bleeding from the 
gums or nose, and vomiting 
should be treated as signs of 
immediate hospitalisation. 

“Failure to hospitalise 
patients showing these 
warning signs can result in 

shock syndrome,” he added.
He recommended 

consulting a doctor 
immediately after 
developing a fever and 
performing a Complete 
Blood Count (CBC) test on 
the third or fourth day of 
fever, even if the NS1 test for 
dengue is negative. 

Prof Tahmina Shirin, 
director of Institute of 
Epidemiology, Disease 
Control and Research 
(IEDCR), recently advised 
that anyone diagnosed with 
fever should immediately 
consult a doctor and follow 
prescribed treatments. 

Keeping well-hydrated 
is crucial, with coconut 
water, saline, fruit juices, 
and homemade drinks 
recommended to maintain 
hydration and provide 
essential vitamins and 
minerals to aid recovery.

Dr Shirin also stressed the 
importance of cleanliness to 
prevent further infections, 
urging people to clear 
stagnant water from yards 
and rooftops to prevent 
mosquito breeding.

No councillors
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October 9, there has been 
a huge pressure, as around 
a hundred service seekers 
arrive daily, he said.

Mohammad Shajahan, 
a resident of Ward-15, said, 
“I am here to get a birth 
certificate for my five-year-
old daughter. I need the 
certificate for her school 
admission. Earlier, the 
councillor would issue it 
within an hour, but now it 
takes five working days.”

“It is very tough for me 
to come again as I am a job 

holder. I need permission 
to leave my office during 
office hours, and the ward 
secretaries do not stay after 
office hours,” he said.

Contacted, Md Abu 
Naser, public relations 
officer of DSCC, said they 
already started services at 
the ward level and are taking 
further steps to provide the 
service smoothly.

Mir Khairul Alam, chief 
executive officer of DNCC, 
could not be reached for his 
comment despite repeated 
attempts.

Land acquisition
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As such, heavier vehicles, 
including goods-laden 
trucks, have to use 
alternative route, which 
requires more time and 
cost, and also affects 
the trade and business 
activities of Lalmonirhat 
with Phulbari, Nageshwari 
and Bhurungamari 
upazilas in Kurigram.

“The new bridge 
would have made it very 
convenient for us to take 
our products to Kurigram 
by lowering the transport 
cost,” said Soleman Ali, a 
local businessman.

Lutfar Rahman, another 
local businessman, 
said, “The bridge would 
improve communication 

and expand the scopes of 
business and commerce 
between Kurigram and 
Lalmonirhat significantly. 
This will, in turn, bring 
financial prosperity to the 
local people.”

Contacted, Abdul 
Momen, executive engineer 
of RHD in Lalmonirhat, said 
delays in land acquisition 
for the bridge’s approach 
roads affected the progress 
of its construction.

“A allocation of Tk 2.90 
crore has been approved 
for land acquisition and it 
will be disbursed among 
the land owners soon. 
The bridge is expected 
to be completed within 
2025 and opened to traffic 
thereafter,” he added.
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A section of this lane has been under construction for eight months now, leaving little space for vehicles and pedestrians to pass through. The 
work was initiated to set up utility lines. The photo was taken near the Airport Road recently. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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the people while holding 
the office. Therefore, 
political parties must act 
quickly and agree on his 
removal, he said.

“Without unity, we 
will fall into the trap of 
Hasina’s associates who are 
conspiring against us,” he 
said. 

He also said the 
administrators and 
teachers who supported 
the Chhatra League must 

be brought to trial.
Akhtar further said, 

“The 1972 constitution that 
brought us fascist Hasina 
and ‘Mujibism’ will not be 
tolerated for a moment 
by the country’s people. 
This constitution must be 
scrapped, and the country 
must be governed by a new 
proclamation.”

Family members of those 
who died and got injured 
during the movement 
called for justice at the rally.

Hindus announce
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Speakers protested against 
the nationwide attacks 
on temples and houses 
since August 5. They also 
demanded punishment 
for those involved in the 
incidents. 

Their other demands 
include forming a tribunal 
to prosecute minority 
oppression, enacting a 
minority protection act, 
establishing a ministry for 
minorities, and a five-day 
holiday for Durga Puja.


