
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA FRIDAY OCTOBER 25, 2024 

KARTIK 9, 1431 BS        7
‘Halting 
work in 
north Gaza’
Rescuers say after 
Israel threats
AFP

Gaza’s civil defence agency said yesterday 
it can no longer provide first responder 
services in the north of the territory, 
accusing Israeli forces of threatening to 
“bomb and kill” its crews.

Since October 6, the Israeli military 
has mounted a sweeping air and land 
assault on north Gaza, initially focused 
on the Jabalia area, describing it as an 
operation aimed at preventing Hamas 
from regrouping.

“We are unable to provide 
humanitarian services to citizens in the 
northern governorate of the Gaza Strip 
due to threats from Israeli occupation 
forces, who have threatened to kill and 
bomb our teams if they remain inside 
Jabalia camp,” said Mahmud Bassal, the 
agency’s spokesman.

First responders had been “targeted” 
on several occasions, leaving “several 
members injured, and others are left 
bleeding on the streets with no one able 
to rescue them”, he told AFP.

Bassal published a photograph of a 
burnt truck on social media, saying it 
was “the only civil defence vehicle in the 
northern Gaza Strip governorate”, which 
includes Gaza City.

The truck, he said, was “targeted by 
the Israeli army” in the northern city of 
Beit Lahia, just north of Jabalia and near 
Gaza’s northern border with Israel.

The Israeli army said it was conducting 
operations in the Jabalia area and had 
“eliminated dozens of terrorists”.

Military activity in adjacent Beit Lahia 
has also forced Palestinians to flee, 
including Raghib Hamuda, who moved 
his family to Gaza City after Israeli forces 
issued calls for the evacuation of a shelter 
last week.

770 killed in Israel assault 

on north Gaza
AFP, Jerusalem

Gaza’s civil defence agency said yesterday 
more than 770 people have been killed 
in the north of the territory since Israel 
launched an assault aimed at preventing 
Hamas from regrouping there.

With Israel under pressure to end its 
wars with Iran-backed Hamas in Gaza 
and Hezbollah in Lebanon, the United 
States said negotiators will meet in 
the coming days to reach a truce in the 
Palestinian territory.

After nearly a year of war in Gaza 
sparked by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 
attack, Israel expanded its focus to 
Lebanon last month, vowing to secure its 
northern border from Hezbollah attacks.

It has meanwhile kept up the pressure 

on Hamas, launching an operation 
earlier this month in the north of Gaza 
where tens of thousands of civilians are 
trapped.

“Since the start of the military 
operation in northern Gaza more than 
770 people have been killed,” said 
Mahmud Bassal, spokesman for the 
territory’s civil defence agency, adding 
that the toll could rise as there were 
people buried under the rubble.

He also said a strike on a school-
turned-shelter in central Gaza killed 17 
people, while the Israeli military said it 
was targeting Hamas when it hit the site.

The civil defence agency also said on 
Thursday it can no longer provide first 
responder services in the north, accusing 
Israeli forces of threatening to “bomb 

and kill” its crews.
The Israeli military says the goal of 

its assault is to destroy the operational 
capabilities Hamas is trying to rebuild in 
the north.

It has repeatedly told people to 
evacuate, and to do so they must pass 
through army-manned checkpoints.

Images posted online and verified by 
AFP show crowds of Palestinians waiting 
to cross such checkpoints, while several 
Palestinians reported mistreatment or 
detention during the process.

BLINKEN IN QATAR
Gaza war began with Hamas’s October 
7 attack on Israel, which resulted in the 
deaths of 1,206 people, mostly civilians, 
according to an AFP tally of Israeli official 
figures.

Proportion of 
women killed in 
conflict doubled 
in 2023: UN
AFP, United Nations

The proportion of women killed in conflict in 2023 
doubled compared to the previous year, according 
to a UN report that denounced “oppressive 
patriarchal” structures and called out an increase 
in sexual violence in war zones.

In the annual “Women and Peace and 
Security” report published on Tuesday evening, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres painted 
a stark picture showing “progress made over 
decades is vanishing before our eyes.”

According to the UN’s data, of at least 33,443 
civilian deaths recorded in conflicts around the 
world in 2023 -- 72 percent more than in 2022 -- 
four out of 10 were women, a 100 percent increase, 
and three out of 10 were children.

“Amid record levels of armed conflict and 
violence... generational gains in women’s 
rights hang in the balance around the world, 
undercutting the transformative potential of 
women’s leadership and inclusion in the pursuit 
of peace,” the report said.

UN Women Executive Director Sima Bahous 
said the trends were part “of a larger war on 
women.”

“Women continue to pay the price of the wars 
of men,” she said.

“The deliberate targeting of women’s rights is 
not unique to conflict-affected countries but is 
even more lethal in those settings.”

In 2023, more than 170 armed conflicts were 
recorded, with around 612 million women and 
girls living within 50 kilometers (30 miles) of these 
conflicts -- 150 percent more than a decade ago, 
the report said.

The number of cases of sexual violence against 
women in those conflict zones increased by 50 
percent, the UN’s data showed, with the number 
of girls affected by “grave violations” in active 
conflict areas increasing by 35 percent.

“Perpetrators of sexual violence still largely 
enjoy impunity,” the report said. “In the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, more than 
123,000 cases of gender-based violence were 
reported in 2023, a 300 percent increase in only 
three years.”

A boy walks with a notebook through debris and rubble in the balcony corridor of the Shuhada (Martyrs) school, which was hit 
by Israeli bombardment, in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

People rescue Rohingya refugees from a boat after a week anchored ashore off the coast of Labuhan Haji in 
Southern Aceh province yesterday. The mostly Muslim ethnic Rohingya are heavily persecuted in Myanmar and 
thousands risk their lives each year on long and dangerous sea journeys to reach Malaysia or Indonesia’s Aceh 
Province. PHOTO: AFP


