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Middle East on 
brink of full-
scale war: Putin
AFP, Kazan

Russian President Vladimir Putin told a BRICS 
summit on Thursday that the Middle East was on 
the verge of full-scale war.

“The military action that started a year ago in 
Gaza has now spread to Lebanon. Other countries 
in the region are also affected,” Putin told a meeting 
in Kazan attended by several world leaders.

“The level of confrontation between Israel and 
Iran has sharply risen. This is all reminiscent of a 
chain reaction and puts the whole Middle East on 
the verge of full-scale war,” Putin said.

Violence in the Middle East will not end until the 
creation of an independent Palestinian state, Putin 
said at the summit, attended by Palestinian leader 
Mahmoud Abbas.

“The key demand for restoring peace and 
stability on Palestinian territories is carrying out 
the two-state formula approved by the UN Security 
Council and General Assembly,” the Russian 
president said.

He added that this would be “correcting the 
historical injustice towards the Palestinian people”.

“Until this question is resolved, it will not be 
possible to break the vicious circle of violence.”

Blinken warns 
Israel against 
protracted war
REUTERS, Doha

The United States does 
not want Israeli actions 
in Lebanon to lead to a 
protracted campaign, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said yesterday, more 
than a month since Israel 
began a major offensive 
against Hezbollah in the 
country.

Blinken also said he 
anticipated negotiators 
would meet in the coming 
days for discussions on 
a Gaza ceasefire deal, 
signalling a renewed bid to 
achieve a deal that diplomats 
have repeatedly failed to 
secure during more than a 
year of conflict.

Blinken has been on his 
first trip to the region since 
Israel killed Hamas leader 
Yahya Sinwar, a mastermind 
of the Hamas-led Oct. 7, 
2023 attack on Israel that 
sparked conflict across the 
Middle East. Washington has 
expressed hope his death 
can provide an impetus for 
an end to the fighting.

Israel launched its 
Lebanon offensive with the 
declared aim of securing 
the return home of tens 
of thousands of Israelis 
evacuated in northern Israel 
during a year of cross-border 
rocket fire by Hezbollah.

Over the last month, 
Israel has pounded southern 
Lebanon, Beirut’s southern 
suburbs and the Bekaa 
Valley and sent ground 
forces into areas near the 
border. The Israeli campaign 
has killed more than 2,500 
people, displaced more 
than 1 million people and 
spawned a humanitarian 
crisis, Lebanon says.

Overnight raids     
rock Beirut

3 Lebanese troops killed; residential complex levelled: 
Hezbollah fires rockets at north Israel

AFP, Beirut

Israel conducted at least 17 raids 
overnight that levelled six buildings, 
according to Lebanon’s official 
National News Agency, sending 
a huge ball of fire enveloped in a 
tower of smoke soaring into the 
night sky.

The Lebanese army said 
yesterday that three of its soldiers 
were killed by Israeli fire while 
carrying out a rescue operation in 
the south where Israel is fighting 
Hezbollah.

“The Israeli enemy targeted 
Lebanese army personnel in the 
vicinity of Yater village, in the 
Bint Jbeil area of the south, while 
carrying out an operation to 
evacuate wounded, which led to the 
deaths of three martyrs, including 
an officer,” an army statement said.

Lebanon’s official National 
News Agency (NNA) reported an 
unspecified number of dead in a 
strike “on a house in Yater”. It said 
paramedics were wounded when 
the Israeli air force struck a second 
time as they tried “to rescue the 

casualties”.
The NNA also reported “a new 

wave of Israeli attacks on villages” 
in the southern districts of Tyre and 
Bint Jbeil overnight.

The Israeli military said 
yesterday it hit Hezbollah weapons 
production facilities in the group’s 
south Beirut bastion.

In south Lebanon, also a 
stronghold of Hezbollah, the group 
said its fighters were clashing at 
close range with Israeli troops in a 
border village.

PARIS AID CONFERENCE

$1b raised for Lebanon
AFP, Paris

A Paris conference on aid for conflict-
stricken Lebanon raised around $1 billion 
yesterday but saw little diplomatic progress 
as fighting continues between Israel and 
Hezbollah.

“In total, we have jointly gathered $800 
million in humanitarian aid,” French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot told 
participants as the 
conference closed.

He added that 
there was a further 
“$200 million 
for the security 
forces,” bringing 
the total to “almost 
a billion, even more 
than a billion... 
with the latest 
contributions”.

The total 
far outstrips both France’s target of 
500 million euros and the 400 million 
originally requested by the UN for 
Lebanon, where Barrot said over 2,500 
people had been killed and “almost one 
million” displaced in fighting since late 
September.

Israel launched a ground offensive 
against Iran-backed Hezbollah in southern 
Lebanon after a year of exchanging fire 
over the border following Hamas’ October 
7, 2023 attack.

But while there were repeated calls for a 

ceasefire, diplomatic progress in Paris was 
limited by the absence of key players Israel 
and Iran, while America was represented 
only by a deputy to Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken.

“We have risen to the occasion” with 
financial support, Barrot told participants, 
with major pledges including 100 million 
euros ($108 million) from France, 95 
million from Germany and at least 15 

million pounds 
($20 million) from 
Britain.

Never thele s s , 
“we cannot limit 
ourselves to a 
humanitarian and 
security response... 
we have to bring 
about a diplomatic 
solution,” he 
added.

BACK TO 2006?
France, which has historic ties to 

Lebanon and hosts a large Lebanese 
diaspora, is pushing alongside the US for 
a 21-day ceasefire to give space to find a 
more lasting truce.

Paris wants a a return to UN Security 
Council Resolution 1701, which sealed the 
end of the last Israel-Hezbollah war in 2006.

“The war must end as soon as possible, 
there must be a ceasefire in Lebanon,” 
President Emmanuel Macron said sitting 
alongside the country’s Prime Minister 
Najib Mikati.

A man stands on the rubble of a building that was destroyed during an overnight Israeli airstrike that targeted 
the Mreijeh neighbourhood in Beirut’s southern suburbs yesterday, amid the ongoing war between Israel and 
Hezbollah. PHOTO: AFP


