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CARETAKER GOVT

SC defers hearing of review 
petitions to Nov 17

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court yesterday deferred to November 
17 the hearing on three separate review 
petitions challenging its 2011 verdict 
that scrapped the non-party caretaker 
government system.

A full bench of the Appellate Division 
headed by Chief Justice Syed Refaat 
Ahmed deferred the date following appeals 
from the lawyers for taking preparations.

Jamaat-e-Islami’s Secretary General 

Miah Golam Parwar submitted a petition 
on Wednesday, seeking necessary 
directives to reinstate the caretaker system.

On October 16, BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir filed another 
petition on the same issue, seeking the 
restoration of the 13th amendment of 
the constitution that had introduced the 
caretaker government system.

The first petition was lodged by five 
prominent citizens, including Badiul Alam 
Majumdar, secretary of Shushashoner 
Jonno Nagorik, on August 27.
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a resident of Romjaypur 
village under Bagerhat’s 
Rampal upazila.

A farmer, Ashraf Ali, 55, 
died yesterday after a tree 
branch fell on him during 
stormy/gusty wind caused 
by influence of cyclone 
Dana in Kismat Karuna 
village under Barguna’s 
Betagi upazila at around 
11:00am, said Ekramul 
Haque, officer-in-charge 
(OC) of Betagi Police 
Station.

Meanwhile, all coastal 
districts experienced 
daylong rainfall coupled 
with gusty or squally wind 
yesterday.

Some 18,812 cyclone 
shelters have been 
prepared in Khulna, 
Bagerhat and Satkhira. 

Movement of vessels on the 
internal routes in Barishal 
remained suspended since 
yesterday morning.

A section of Bangladesh 
Navy’s jetty at Cox’s Bazar’s 
Inani Beach partially 
collapsed early yesterday 
amid rough weather.

[Our correspondents 
from the respective 
districts contributed to the 
report.]

Form policy 
to appoint 
SC judges
SCBA leaders urge 
reform commission

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court Bar 
Association (SCBA) leaders 
yesterday stressed the need 
for formulating a policy 
for appointing Supreme 
Court judges at a meeting 
with the judiciary reform 
commission.

They also opined to stop 
contractual appointments 
of judges to different 
institutions following their 
retirements, to protect 
the independence of the 
judiciary, Advocate Zainul 
Abedin, a BNP leader and 
former SCBA president, told 
reporters after the meeting.  

SCBA leaders placed their 
opinions and suggestions 
to the judiciary reform 
commission during the 
meeting at the Judicial 
Administration Training 
Institute (JATI) in the capital.

Zainul Abedin said they 
will give their opinions and 
suggestions in writing to 
the commission by next 
Thursday.

The commission 
will make necessary 
recommendations after 
soliciting opinions from 
stakeholders for bringing 
reforms to the judiciary.

Mamunul 
acquitted in 
rape case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Narayanganj

A Narayanganj court 
yesterday acquitted 
Mamunul Haque, former 
joint secretary general 
of Hefazat-e-Islam and 
secretary general of 
Khelafat Majlish, in a rape 
case filed with Sonargaon 
Police Station in 2021.

Jasmine Ara Begum, 
judge of the Narayanganj 
Women and Children 
Repression Prevention 
Tribunal, delivered the 
verdict in the presence of the 
accused, according to Court 
Inspector Md Kaium Khan.

Two DU BCL leaders
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are interrogating them 
at the police station and 
scrutinising the matter. 
They have not been 
arrested yet.”

Saifuddin Ahmed 
added, “Police took the 
two BCL leaders to the 
station for their safety after 
being caught by students. 
We have informed the 
police about a previous 
case filed against the two 

individuals.”
The incident took place a 

day after the government’s 
announcement banning 
BCL.

The Daily Star spoke to 
one BCL leader who was 
also scheduled to appear 
for an exam at the same 
venue but did not appear, 
fearing for his safety. He 
said there are others like 
him who are now scared to 
appear for exams.
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With her child sleeping in her arms, a woman buys daily necessities from a TCB truck in the capital’s Basabo area. While TCB trucks only 
sell products to TCB cardholders, yesterday they started the operation to sell to non-cardholders as well, prompting people from different 
walks of life to stand in line for TCB sales. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

DHAKA-BARISHAL HIGHWAY

Potholes galore on 27km 
stretch in Faridpur

SUZIT DAS, Faridpur

Around 27-kilometre stretch 
of Dhaka-Barishal Highway in 
Faridpur lies in a dilapidated 
condition, causing sufferings 
to thousands of passengers 
travelling between Dhaka and 21 
southern districts.

Numerous small and large 
potholes and trenches have 
been formed on this portion of 
the highway between Munshi 
Bazar area of Faridpur’s Sadar 
upazila and Bhanga Interchange. 
Mud and rain water have 
accumulated in these potholes. 
As such, passengers buses, cars, 
ambulances and different other 
vehicles are plying the highway 
amid risk of accidents. 

According to sources at Road 
and Highways Department 
in Faridpur, the Executive 
Committee of the National 
Economic Council in February 

2020 approved a project to 
upgrade 235km portion of the 
highway between Faridpur and 
Kuakata via Barishal from two 
lanes to four lanes.

In this connection, hundreds 
of trees were felled on both 

sides of the 27 km stretch of the 
highway from Bhanga to Faridpur 
in July 2022. However, two years 
have passed since then, but the 
work to upgrade the road has not 
started yet.

Meanwhile, the road’s bitumen 

surface got worn out and bricks 
and soil became exposed, 
eventually forming potholes.

Sheikh Mizanur Rahman, 43, a 
bus driver on Faridpur-Madaripur 
route, said it now takes almost 
double time to cross the same 
distance compared to previously.

“Transporting critical patients 
on this road to reach Faridpur 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib 
Medical College Hospital is not 
only risky but also exacerbates 
their sufferings,” said Rabiul 
Islam, 29, an ambulance driver 
from Nagarkanda upazila. 

Contacted, Khalid Saifullah 
Sardar, executive engineer of 
RHD in Faridpur, said the recent 
rains exacerbated the situation.

“Repairs will be done soon. 
The problem will be resolved 
once the work for upgrading the 
highway to four lanes begins. The 
process to this end is currently 
under way,” he added.

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, back from Sirajganj

Passengers have been suffering as two rail stations 
in Sirajganj under Pakshey Division of Bangladesh 
Railway’s West Zone have remained out of service 
since August. 

At least five rail stations under Pakshey 
Division sustained damages following attacks by 
miscreants amid the student protests on August 
4-5. Operations including ticket services have 
remained suspended in two of the stations in 
Sirajganj as the Railway could not do the necessary 
repairs due to a lack of funds.

According to railway officials, Shahid M 
Monsur Ali station, Sirajganj Bazar station 

and Ullapara station in Sirajganj, 
Akkelpur station in Joypurhat and 

Hi-tech City station in Gazipur 
came under the attacks.

“The entire building and 
computerised system sustained 
damages at Shahid M Monsur 
Ali station, one of the busiest 

stations in West Zone. Sirajganj 
Bazar station was also significantly 

damaged,” said Birbal Mondol, 
Pakshey divisional engineer of railway.

“Although ticket services remained suspended 
at the two stations, train operation of at least 10 
intercity trains continues at Shahid M Monsur 
Ali station,” said Md Nasir Uddin, divisional 
commercial officer of Pakshey Division. 

“Passengers can easily collect tickets online 
from other stations to travel from this station. All 
other stations except these two are completely 
functional,” he added.

Passengers from Sirajganj have been suffering 
amid the ongoing situation with the two stations.

“Sirajganj Express, the lone intercity train 
for Sirajganj residents, remained suspended 
since August 4. Besides, the security at Shahid 
M Monsur Ali station deteriorated considerably 
since the attacks. Thieves and muggers are on the 
prowl there at night. So, we avoid disembarking 
at the station after dark,” said Md Abdul Malek, a 
resident of Sirajganj town. 

Birbal Mondol said the damages to the stations 
are worth around Tk 5 crore. 

Contacted, Shah Sufi Nur Mohammad, Pakshey 
divisional railway manager, said a report on the 
estimated damages and losses has been submitted 
to the railway authorities seeking funds for repairs. 

“We will do the repairs after getting the fund,” 
he added.

2 RAIL STATIONS IN SIRAJGANJ

Out of service 
since August, 
passengers suffer


