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50 killed 
in two days 
of Sudan 
battles
AFP, Kassala

Local activists in central 
Sudan have reported over 
50 people killed since 
clashes erupted in Al-
Jazira state on Sunday after 
a paramilitary commander 
defected to the army.

In the state capital of 
Wad Madani, a military 
air strike on a mosque 
killed 31 people, the local 
resistance committee, one 
of hundreds of volunteer 
groups coordinating 
aid across the war-torn 
country, said in a statement 
to AFP on Tuesday.

They accused the army 
of using “barrel bombs”, 
adding that over half of the 
dead remained unidentified 
as rescuers combed through 
the remains of “dozens 
of charred and mutilated 
bodies”.

In the state’s war-
ravaged east, activists said 
at least 20 people have 
been killed in paramilitary 
attacks since Sunday.

War has raged between 
the Sudanese armed forces 
and the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces since 
April 2023, killing tens 
of thousands of people 
and creating the world’s 
largest displacement and 
humanitarian crises.

The two forces are 
currently locked in brutal 
combat over central 
Sudan’s agricultural Al-
Jazira state, which has 
been under paramilitary 
control since late last year.

On Sunday, the army 
announced that the RSF’s 
Al-Jazira commander Abu 
Aqla Kaykal had abandoned 
the paramilitary force, 
bringing “a large number 
of his forces” to “fight 
alongside our army”, in 
what they said was the first 
high-profile defection to 
the military’s side.

Peace talks ‘depend’ on 
US election: Zelensky

AFP, Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said the prospect of peace talks with 
Russia “depends” on the outcome of next 
month’s US presidential election.

Asked whether he thought Moscow was 
ready for negotiations with Kyiv, Zelensky told 
journalists in comments released Tuesday: 
“First of all, it depends on the elections in the 
United States. I think they will be watching 
the policy of the United States.”

Zelensky said based on conversations 

with the two candidates, he expects the 
United States to “demonstrate the policy 
very quickly, after the elections... they will 
not wait until January.”

Donald Trump has repeatedly expressed 
scepticism of Washington’s military and 
financial support for Kyiv, and there are 
fears a victory for the Republican candidate 
could create problems for Kyiv as it battles 
Russian forces in the east and south.

But Zelensky said he had held “good” 
meetings with both Trump and Vice President 
Kamala Harris, the Democratic candidate.

Eastern India 
braces for 

cyclone
Schools shut, tourists 
asked to leave Puri

REUTERS, Bhubaneshwar

Schools in some parts of India’s eastern state of 
Odisha were ordered to shut and tourists were 
asked to vacate the popular beach city of Puri, as 
authorities braced for a severe cyclonic storm that is 
expected to hit later this week.

Cyclone Dana, currently over the Bay of Bengal, is 
expected to strengthen into a severe cyclonic storm 
with wind speeds gusting up to 120 kph (74 mph), 
and is likely to make landfall late on Thursday, the 
weather office said.

Schools in 14 districts will be closed from 
Wednesday to Friday, and fishermen have been 
asked not to venture into the sea, a senior official 
from the Special Relief Commissioner’s office, 
which oversees disaster management, told Reuters.

Tourists and pilgrims who frequent the coastal 
city of Puri, home to the famous Jagannath temple, 
have been asked to leave, officials said, while rescue 
teams were on standby.

Heavy to extremely heavy rainfall in Odisha was 
likely in the next three days, the weather office 
said, and the ensuing storm could damage houses, 
roads, crops, and power lines, causing flooding and 
landslides.

Odisha is prone to cyclones, but has improved 
disaster preparedness over time, reducing damage 
and casualties.

National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
personnel rescue 
residents from a flooded 
locality following heavy 
rainfall, in Bengaluru 
yesterday. Intense 
rain lashed southern 
India on October 16, 
with weather officials 
issuing a red alert 
warning of flash floods 
and landslides.
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War has knocked Gaza back 

to the 1950s: UNDP
REUTERS, Berlin

The war between Israel and Hamas has 
devastated the Palestinian economy and left 
nearly all of Gaza’s population in poverty, 
with quality of life indicators such as health 
and education knocked back 70 years, the 
United Nations’ development agency said 
yesterday.

Launching a study on the war’s 
socioeconomic impacts, the UNDP’s Chitose 
Noguchi said the economy of the Palestinian 
territories - the Gaza Strip and the Israeli-
occupied West Bank - was now 35% smaller 
than it was at the start of Israel’s invasion of 
Gaza a year ago.

By some measures the poverty level in Gaza 
was now approaching 100% as a result of the 
disruption, with unemployment now at 80%, 
Noguchi said.

“The state of Palestine is experiencing 
unprecedented levels of setbacks,” she told 
a U.N. press conference in Geneva over a 
sometimes crackling line from Deir Al-Balah. 
“For Gaza, reversing development by an 
estimated 70 years to 1955.”

Even under optimal conditions, with 
international aid remaining at current levels 
and flowing into Gaza and the West Bank 
unhindered, it would still take at least a 
decade for economic output to recover to pre-
war levels, she said.

The war, launched by Israel after attacks 
by Hamas on Israeli territory on Oct. 7 last 
year that killed about 1,200 people, has 
brought immense destruction to the Gaza 
Strip.

Schools, hospitals and other essential 
infrastructure have been razed to the ground. 
Nearly 43,000 Palestinians have been killed 

in Gaza, according to health ministry figures.
Some 3.3 million Palestinians, 2.3 million of 

them in Gaza and 1.5 million of them children, 
need urgent humanitarian assistance, the 
report said.

The cost of repairing damaged 
infrastructure was expected to run to $18.5 
billion, almost the entire annual economic 
output of the Palestinian territories in 2022.

The war had taken a similarly severe toll 
on human capital, the report added, with 
625,000 students in Gaza having no access 
to education at the end of September  
and 93% of school buildings severely 
damaged.

The situation was similar with regard to 
healthcare. A total of 986 health workers had 
been killed by the end of September, and less 
than half of primary healthcare centres were 
even partially functional.

Drone image shows displaced people in Jabalia refugee camp in northern Gaza, in this picture obtained from social media on Monday.
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Ukraine population 
8 million less since 
Russia invasion: UN
AFP, Geneva

Ukraine’s population has declined by around 
eight million since Russia invaded in February 
2022, sparking an exodus and sending birth rates 
plunging, the United Nations said Tuesday.

The UN Population Fund said there had not 
been a census, but that there clearly had been a 
dramatic population decline in war-torn Ukraine.

“Overall, Ukraine’s population has declined 
by an estimated 10 million since 2014 and by 
an estimated eight million since the beginning 
of the full-scale invasion in 2022,”  UNFPA’s 
regional director for Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia Florence Bauer said in comments sent to 
journalists.

Ukraine’s population stood at around 45 
million in 2014, when Russia first invaded, 
occupying and annexing Crimea, the agency said, 
citing data from the national statistics office.

By February 2022, when Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the population had 
dwindled to 43 million, and it has plummeted 
further to just 35 million today, it said, citing a 
combination of government and UNFPA data.

Speaking to journalists in Geneva, Bauer said 
the dramatic decline was due to “a combination of 
factors”.

Already before the war, Ukraine had one of 
the lowest birth rates in Europe, and like many 
countries in Eastern Europe, it had seen many 
young people leave in search of more opportunities 
abroad, she said.

But in the two and a half years since the full-
scale invasion, some 6.7 million people have fled 
the country as refugees while the birth rate has 
fallen to just around one child per woman, she 
said.

“That’s one of the lowest in the world,” she said, 
stressing that this was well below the theoretical 
replacement rate of 2.1 children that each woman 
on average must have to maintain the population 
size.

At the same time, Bauer said, there are the 
“several tens of thousands of casualties (from the 
war), which of course add to the equation”.

“Overall, Ukraine’s population 
has declined by an estimated 

10 million since 2014 and by an 
estimated eight million since 

the beginning of the full-scale 
invasion in 2022.”


