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Judge-lawyer argument halts Tea workers of 12
oardens on strike

Ctg court proceedings

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A heated argument between a judge
and a group of lawyers led to a haltin
judicial proceedings at Chattogram
Metropolitan Courts yesterday, with
all magistrates leaving the courts
around noon.

The incident occurred in the court
of 2nd Metropolitan Magistrate Wali
Ullah at approximately 12:00pm,

when Chattogram District  Bar
Association  General — Secretary
and Public Prosecutor Ashraf

Hossain Razzak engaged in a verbal
confrontation with the judge
during a case hearing. Following the
argument, the magistrate walked
out, leaving the courtroom.
According to witnesses, tensions
arose when Razzak submitted a

complaint against 126 individuals on
behalf of his client, Soaibul Haque
Chowdhury. The case was related
to an alleged assault, shooting, and
beating of protesters during the
July 17 mass uprising on the day of
Ashura.

During the hearing, Magistrate
Wali Ullah asked the complainant
to recall and name several of the
accused. Soaibul was able to name
five to seven individuals but struggled
to provide further details.

Razzak intervened, requesting
that the complaint be treated as
an FIR and insisting that his client
would not name any more accused
individuals. The magistrate, however,
decided to assign the case to the
Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI)
for further investigation.

The exchange between Razzak
and the magistrate escalated,
with Razzak objecting to the PBI
investigation and demanding that
the complaint be filed as an FIR.

Witnesses reported that heated
words were exchanged, leading to
the magistrate walking out of the
courtroom.

Following the judge’s departure,
lawyers staged a demonstration
outside the courtroom, chanting
slogans and calling for the
magistrate’s removal.

Court sources confirmed that no
judges were seen in the Metropolitan
Courts until around 2:30pm, and
judicial proceedings were suspended
during that time.

Speaking to reporters, Razzak
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Traders selling bamboo in this make-shift market that they have set up by the Atai river in Abhaynagar’s
Chandrapur upazila. Buyers from nearby areas come to this market and buy each bamboo at a wholesale rate of Tk

150-600 depending on size. The photo was taken yesterday.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

National Tea Company’s 12 tea
Moulvibazar have come to a standstill

announced an indefinite strike demanding payment of

arrears.

Workers from 12 NTC tea plantations have been
observing work abstentions since Monday, October 21,
afterlabourleadersfromdifferent gardensin Kamalganj
upazila of the district met with representatives of the
Bangladesh Tea Workers’ Union on Sunday to decide

on the strike.

“Our wages are pending for last five weeks, leaving us
in severe financial distress. We will not return to work
unless our outstanding wages are paid,” said Minotee
Bauri, a tea worker of Patrokhola Tea Garden.

NTC operates a total 16 tea gardens nationwide,
employing around 17,000 workers, who have an
additional 30,000 individuals relying on their earnings.

Nipen Paul, general secretary of the tea workers’
union, said tea workers have neither been paid their
wages for five or six weeks, nor their provident fund

contributions being deposited.
Many tea workers, who are ill,

receiving necessary medical treatment, he said.
“Before the Durga Puja, discussions with NTC’s

management led to a bonus payment of Tk 5,360 to

each worker. However, the management failed to keep

its promise to pay arrears for four

festival,” he also said, adding that the company now

gardens across
after tea workers

have not been

weeks after the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

JULY VICTIMS
HC rule on govt for
compensation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a rule asking
the government to explain why it should not be
directed to give adequate compensation to the
families of the victims who were Kkilled and the
persons injured during the anti-discrimination
movement since July 16 to August 5.

The HC bench of Justice Fahmida Quader and
Justice Mubina Asaf issued the rule following a
petition filed seeking necessary directives.

Secretaries at the ministries of home, law,
and finance, and inspector general of police and
deputy commissioner of Dhaka have been made
respondents to the rule which is returnable in
two weeks.

Md Monir Monna, a businessman from
Louhajong upazila of Munshiganj, who was
injured in the protests, filed the petition last week.

Organise rallies in
Suhrawardy Udyan

Govt urges people
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has urged people to hold meetings
and rallies at Suhrawardy Udyan instead of
Shahbagh in Dhaka to minimise public suffering.

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury, made the announcement following
the third meeting of the Law and Order Advisory
Council at the secretariat yesterday.

“The government has a committee to address
various demands,” Jahangir said, suggesting
that people engage with the committee instead
of organising rallies on roads. “Holding rallies or
meetings on roads causes public suffering,” he
added.

Jahangir called on law enforcement agencies
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