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Moldova votes
yes to joining FU
by tiny margin

AFP, Chisinau

Moldova’s pro-Brussels President
Maia Sandu said yesterday that
her camp “won justly in an unjust
struggle” in an EU referendum and
first-round presidential elections
marked by claims of Russian
interference.

The referendum on joining the EU
passed with a razor-thin majority in
the key electoral test for the former
Soviet republic bordering war-torn
Ukraine.

Sandu said late Sunday that
Moldova had  witnessed “an
unprecedented assault” on its
democracy,” blaming “criminal
groups, working together with
foreign forces hostile to our national
interests”.

The Kremlin, in turn, called
on Sandu to “prove” election
interference in the country of
2.6 million people and alleged
“anomalies” in Moldova’s vote count.

Sandu, 52, a former World Bank
economist and Moldova’s first
woman president, managed to
top the first round of presidential
elections held at the same time as
the referendum on Sunday.

Relatives and mourners carry the body of a doctor, a day after he was killed in a terror attack, during his funeral procession at

Budgam district in Srinagar yesterday.

URGENT MEDICAL CARE

WHO to evacuate 1,000
Gazan women, children

AFP, Denmark

Up to 1,000 women and children
needing medical care will shortly
be evacuated from Gaza to Europe,
the head of the World Health
Organization’s Europe branch said
in comments published yesterday.

Israel, which is besieging the war-
devastated Palestinian territory, “is
committed to 1,000 more medical
evacuations within the next months
to the European Union,” Hans Kluge
said in an interview with AFP.

He said the evacuations would be
facilitated by the WHO -- the United
Nations’ health agency -- and the
European countries involved.

On Thursday, UN investigators
said Israel was deliberately targeting
health facilities in Gaza, and killing
and torturing medical personnel

there, accusing the country of
“crimes against humanity”.
Rik Peeperkorn, WHO

representative in the occupied
Palestinian territories, said in May
that around 10,000 people needed
evacuating from Gaza for urgent
medical care.

The WHO FEurope has already
facilitated 600 medical evacuations
from Gaza to seven European
countries since the latest war began
there in October 2023.

“This would never have happened

if we did not keep the dialogue
(open),” Kluge said.

“The same (is true) for Ukraine,”
he added. “I keep the dialogue (open)
with all partners.

“Now, 15,000 HIV-AIDS patients
in Donbas, the occupied territories
(of Ukraine), are getting HIV-AIDS
medications,” the 55-year-old
Belgian said in English, stressing
the importance of “not politicising
health”.

“The most important medicine
is peace,” he said, noting that
healthcare workers had to be allowed
to do their jobs in conflict zones.

‘OUTRAGE EVERY TIME’
Around 2,000 attacks have been

S

registered on health centres in
Ukraine since Russia’s invasion in
February 2022, according o the
WHO

“There may be a kind of
acceptance almost but this should
cause outrage every single time,” he
said.

“We will always continue to
condemn this in the strongest
possible terms.”

Kluge expressed concern ahead of
Ukraine’s third winter of war.

“Fighty percent of the civilian
energy grid is damaged or destroyed.
We saw it in the hospitals, surgeons
operating with a lamp on their
heads,” he said.

Power restored
to half of Havana
after blackout

AFP, Havana

Electricity has been

restored to half of Havana,
the Cuban capital’s

MILITANT ATTACK
Doctor, 6 migrant

workers killed in
India’s Kashmir

The victims

said.

At least six migrant workers and a doctor were shot dead
in India’s Kashmir region on Sunday night when militants
opened fire near a tunnel construction site, officials said,
days after a new government was formed in the territory.

An opposition alliance took power in the region this
month after winning the first polls in a decade, and the
first since its special status was revoked and it was split
into two federally administered territories - Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh.

of Sunday’s attack were involved in the

construction of tunnels meant to provide all-weather
connectivity to the militarily strategic Ladakh region,
which shares a border with China and Pakistan.

“At least two armed militants barged into the mess of
the private construction company and fired at workers
who were dining,” said a senior police officer who did not
want to be named.

Six workers and a doctor working for the company were
killed and five other people were injured in the attack, he

The Resistance Front (TRF), which Indian authorities
believe is an offshoot of Pakistani Islamist militant group
Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed responsibility for the attack in a

statement circulating on social media.

PHOTO: AFP authenticity of

Reuters was not able to independently verify the

the statement.

ISRAEL-HEZBOLLAH WAR

US wants end to
contlict ‘for good’

AGENCIES

power company reported
yesterday, four days after
the start of a nationwide
blackout that the
authorities have struggled
to address.

Power went out for the
communist island’s 10
million people on Friday
after the collapse of the

The

United States said yesterday that

it was working on a formula to end the
conflict between Israel and ILebanese
armed group Hezbollah “for good”, and
that merely committing to a previous UN
resolution would not be enough.

US envoy Amos Hochstein held talks
in Lebanon’s capital with parliament
speaker Nabih Berri, a Hezbollah ally, in

on northern Israel in support of the
Palestinian militant group Hamas
after it staged a bloody Kkilling spree in
Israel from Gaza just over a year ago.
Israel began a large-scale onslaught on
Hezbollah last month.

Hochstein, visiting Lebanon for the
second time in two months, was holding
talks with Lebanese officials in a new US
mediation push to bring peace to the
Middle Fast after Israel killed Hamas

;)llaatrll(zrlrsippllg(ﬁifet grig.ower a pushl For an end to leader Yahya Sinwar last
The government has said d hearty monthl.ong . .o week.
that electricity is expected war that has killed Committing to “Both sides simply
to be restored to most of morel .thf nb 1,470 a previous UN committing to  (UN
the country by the end of p e%;l)\le mn ree ‘arlloril. resolution would resolutl(?,n) 1701 is not
Monday. _Tesolution not be enough: enough, Hochstein
“Around 50 percent of 1701, “which ended S ° told a press conference.
clients” now have power, the last round of US envoy While the resolution
Havana’s electricity conflict  between remained as a basis for
company said in a report Israel  and  the _ ending the conlflict,
published by state run Lebanese militant group Hezbollah in  additional measures were needed to
news portal Cubadebate. 2006, calls for southern Lebanon to be  ensure it was implemented “fairly,

Amid concerns of free

instability, President Miguel
Diaz-Canel warned Sunday
that his government would
not tolerate attempts (o
“disturb public order.”

of any troops or weapons other than

those of the Lebanese state.
The Iranian-backed Shi’ite movement
did not end its presence, however.
Continued
culminated in Hezbollah missile attacks

cross-border  tensions

accurately and transparently”.

“We are working with government
of Lebanon, the state of Lebanon, as
well as the government of Israel to get
to a formula that brings an end to this
conflict once and for all,” he said.
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