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Section 144 
imposed in 4 
Pabna areas
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Pabna

The local administration 
yesterday imposed 
section 144 at four 
places of Sagarkandi 
union in Pabna’s 
Sujanagar upazila, as 
two rival groups of BNP 
organised separate 
rallies in the area.

Abdus Salam Mollah, 
a member of Sujanagar 
upazila BNP convening 
committee, and a rival 
group led by Jubo Dal 
activist Tarikul Islam 
called rallies in the 
area at the same time 
yesterday afternoon.

Sujanagar UNO 
Meer Rasheduzzaman 
Rashed said, “For the 
sake of keeping the law 
and order situation 
under control, we 
have imposed section 
144 from 12:00pm to 
12:00am.”

He also said, “We 
have come to learn that 
two rival groups took 
position to hold rallies 
at the same place in 
Sagarkandi, creating a 
tense situation in the 
area.” 

So, the local admin 
imposed section 144 
at Sagarkandi Bazar, 
Khalilpur, Shamganj 
and Talimnagar areas 
under Sagarkandi union 
to avoid untoward 
incidents, the UNO 
added.

Sujanagar Police 
Station Officer-in-
Charge Md Golam 
Mostafa said that they 
have kept the area under 
surveillance so that 
nobody can hold any 
programme.
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Man shot 
dead in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A youth was shot dead 
by a group of assailants 
in Shamsher Para 
locality of Chandgaon 
in Chattogram city 
yesterday afternoon.

The deceased, Aftab 
Uddin Tahsin, 28, was 
allegedly a member of 
a gang led by Sarwar, a 
Shibir cadre, in Bayezid 
Bostami area, said police.

Members of a rival 
group, led by Sazzad 
Hossain alias Chhoto 
Sazzad, from the same 
area, is suspected to be 
behind the murder.

Sazzad and Sarwar 
groups have long been 
engaging in conflicts over 
establishing supremacy 
in the area, said police.

The assailants came 
on a black microbus 
and shot Tahsin at a tea 
stall in the area around 
5:00pm, said OC Aftab 
Uddin of Chandgaon 
Police Station.

Locals took him to 
Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital where 
doctors declared him 
dead. The body has been 
kept at CMCH morgue 
for autopsy. 

Ensure legal 
action against 
child abusers
Says adviser Sharmeen 
Murshid; visits tortured 
house help in DMCH
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sharmeen S Murshid, adviser to the Ministry of 
Social Welfare and Women and Children Affairs, 
yesterday called for nationwide campaigns to raise 
awareness and urged swift legal action against 
perpetrators of child abuse. 

She paid a visit to the Burn Unit at Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital to meet Kalpana, 13, a 
house help who was subjected to severe physical 
and mental abuse by her employer.

The adviser also met with other child victims 
admitted to the One-Stop Crisis Centre.

“We must take strong measures to ensure that 
cases of abuse, especially against women and 
children, are addressed promptly, with proper 
punishment to set an example. This will gradually 
reduce abuse in society,” she stated.

Kalpana was tortured by her employer to the 
extent that four of her teeth were knocked out, and 
her body is covered with injuries. Hospital officials 
reported that Kalpana’s condition is critical, with 
severe burns and other injuries inflicted over a 
prolonged period.

“Her body shows signs of burns from metal 
objects, and she didn’t receive medical treatment 
when she needed it, leading to infections. She will 
require multiple surgeries and a long hospital 
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Pollution and encroachment continue unabated in Louhajang river as local authorities remain inactive. The 
76-kilometre-long river, originating from the Dhaleswari in Boishnabbari and ending at the Banshi River in 
Jamurki, was once a navigable waterway. However, in recent decades, it has turned into a dying canal due to 
siltation and the blockage of its water flow.

MIRZA SHAKIL

Within two months after being 
cleaned by 2,000 volunteers from 
“BD Clean,” the Louhajang River in 
Tangail has quickly reverted to its 
polluted state. 

Pollution and encroachment 
continue unabated in the river as 
local authorities remain inactive.

The 76-kilometre-long river, 
originating from the Dhaleswari 
in Boishnabbari and ending at the 
Bangshi River in Jamurki, was once 
a navigable waterway. 

However, senior citizens say, in 
recent decades, it has turned into a 
dying canal due to siltation and the 
blockage of its water flow.

Waste from nearby households, 
markets, mills, and factories, 
discharged through drains and 
pipelines, has further worsened 
the river’s condition. The stench of 
stagnant, polluted water, combined 

with accumulating rubbish, has 
become unbearable for those living 
along the riverbanks.

Locals say their repeated calls for 
action have gone unanswered.

Ratan Siddiqui, general secretary 
of the District River Canal Water 

Bodies Protection Committee, said 
efforts to clean the river have been 
limited to only a one-kilometre 
stretch in town. 

The remaining 75 kilometres 
of the waterbody continue to 
suffer from encroachment and 

pollution, as no one dares confront 
the powerful vested interests 
responsible for it, he added. 

Meanwhile, Azad Khan Bhasani, 
president of Bhasani Parishad, said 
attempting to free the river from 
encroachment without restoring its 
original flow will be proven futile.

Ruhul Amin Sharif, assistant 
commissioner (land) in Sadar 
upazila, said reviving the river 
requires expert planning to address 
its silted source.

At a recent meeting organised by 
the environmental group ‘Nongar,’ 
civil society members criticised 
the exclusion of experienced 
environmental activists from new 
initiatives, claiming that local 
authorities are sidestepping real 
solutions.

Contacted, Tangail Deputy 
Commissioner Sharifa Haque said 
the administration will work with 
all stakeholders to resolve the issue.

Pollution of Louhajang 
river continues

ENFORCED 
DISAPPEARANCES

Families of 
five Shibir 
leaders file 
case with ICT
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Families of five Islami 
Chhatra Shibir leaders 
have filed complaints with 
the International Crimes 
Tribunal’s chief prosecutor, 
accusing the Rab and 
the Detective Branch of 
being involved in enforced 
disappearances.

The incidents reportedly 
occurred between 2012 
and 2017 during the Awami 
League’s tenure in power.

The complaints were 
submitted around 1:30pm 
yesterday at the tribunal’s 
chief prosecutor’s office.

The leaders include 
Shah Md Waliullah, bait-
ul-mal secretary of Islamic 
University, and Mukaddes 
Ali, cultural secretary of 
the same university.

They also include Jakir 
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‘Govt working 
to bring 
perpetrators 
to book’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is working 
to determine how many 
individuals were victims of 
enforced disappearances 
during the Awami League’s 
tenure, said two advisers 
of the interim government 
yesterday.

Adviser to Home Affairs 
Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir 
Alam Chowdhury and 
Adviser to the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry 
Nahid Islam made the 
remark during a meeting 
with Mayer Daak, a 
platform representing 
families of the disappeared. 

The meeting, held at 
the home ministry, was 
confirmed through a 
press release from the 
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