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autonomous public 
university consisting of 
the seven colleges, several 
hundred students marched 
towards Science Lab from 
the Dhaka College area 
around 11:30am.

They later blocked roads 
in the New Market and 
Science Lab areas, bringing 
traffic to a standstill in the 
adjacent areas, causing 
immense suffering to 
hundreds of people.

Due to severe gridlocks, 
people were forced to get 
off public transport and 
walk to their destinations.

By 4:45pm, the 
situation got normal at the 
Nilkhet and Science Lab 
intersections when Abdur 
Rahman, the coordinator, 
announced the next steps 
of their programme to 
press for their demands.

Their other demands 
include preparing a draft 
plan for establishing a 
separate university in 
consultation with teachers, 
students, and stakeholders 
of the colleges within 30 
working days, working in 
coordination with Dhaka 
University administration 
to maintain the current 
structure, and ensuring 
that no session jams take 
place.

The seven colleges are 
Dhaka College, Eden Mohila 
College, Government 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
College, Kabi Nazrul 
Government College, 
Begum Badrunnesa 
Government Mohila College, 

Mirpur Government Bangla 
College, and Government 
Titumir College.

Students from these 
colleges said they no longer 
want to be affiliated with 
Dhaka University and want 
a separate autonomous 
university.

In 2017, under the 
directive of former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, the 
seven government colleges 
were affiliated with Dhaka 
University.

However, students 
claimed the goals and 
objectives for which these 
colleges were affiliated have 
not been achieved. As a 
result, they no longer wish 
to remain affiliated with 
Dhaka University.

To meet their demands, 
they submitted memoranda 
to the education adviser, the 
chairman of the University 
Grants Commission, and 
the vice-chancellor of 
Dhaka University.

They said they took 
to the streets after not 
receiving any response 
from the authorities 
concerned within the 
expected time frame.

Md Jewel Rana, additional 
deputy commissioner of the 
Ramna zone, said the police 
have made efforts to ensure 
order.

“We have requested 
them to avoid causing 
inconvenience to the public 
and to ensure that others 
do not take advantage of 
the situation,” he told the 
media.
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“More than 20 million 
people now live in Dhaka, 
and the city’s roads are 
struggling to accommodate 
the growing number of 
vehicles due to inadequate 
infrastructure,” he said. 

Despite the country’s 
economic growth, the 
transport system has not 
modernised accordingly, 
leading to worsening 
traffic congestion. Both 
legal and illegal vehicles 
have contributed to the 
breakdown of traffic 
discipline.

The traffic department 
has begun taking legal action 
against illegal vehicles, but 
progress has been slower 
than anticipated, he added. 

A research team is 
currently working on 
implementing traffic 
signals, which is expected 
to be launched soon.

The fortnight-long traffic 
programme, running from 
October 21 to November 
4, aims to raise public 
awareness and increase 
involvement in traffic 
management. With the help 
of students and the public, 
the DMP hopes to bring 
traffic discipline to a more 
acceptable level.

Families of five Shibir
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Hossain, a student of 
Dhaka Institute of Medical 
Technology and president 
of Kushtia’s Mirpur Thana 
unit Shibir; and Joinal 
Abedin, a student of 
Bandarban Degree College 
and secretary of Rangunia 
Thana unit in Chattogram. 

Meanwhile, the family 
member of the fifth 
leader -- Benapole Thana 
unit Secretary Rezowan 
Hossain, a student of 
Bandarban Degree College 
-- filed the complaint 
accusing three officers 
of Benapole Port Police 
Station in Jashore.

Ripon Hossain, 

Rezowan’s brother, said, “On 
August 4, 2016, my brother 
was picked up in Benapole 
by police officials from 
Benapole Port Police Station 
on a motorcycle. When we 
rushed to the station, the 
officer-in-charge told us 
not to search for Rezowan 
and even threatened to 
disappear our entire family. 
Later, they refused to file our 
case and forcibly removed us 
from the station.”

Talking to reporters, 
Shibir’s Central Law 
Secretary Abdullah 
al Noman said the 
organisation is assisting 
the families with legal 
support for seeking justice.

Bangladesh slips 17
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Globally, labour 
rights regressed in 41 
percent of countries, 
with severe setbacks 
observed in Afghanistan, 
Jordan, Zimbabwe, and 
Bangladesh.

Household surveys, 
which typically 
underestimate the wealth 
of the richest, remain 
the primary source of 
inequality data, meaning 
the actual disparities 
between the rich and poor 
could be much higher.

The report highlights 
that 84 percent of countries 
have cut spending on 
education, health, and 

social protection, while 
progressive taxation and 
tax collection regressed in 
81 percent of countries.

L a b o u r - r e l a t e d 
inequalities, including 
wages and vulnerable 
employment, worsened in 
90 percent of countries, 
with the report stating that 
“nine out of ten countries 
are implementing policies 
likely to increase economic 
inequality”.

Norway topped the 
index, followed by Canada, 
Australia, Germany, and 
Finland. At the bottom 
were South Sudan, Nigeria, 
Vanuatu, Haiti, and 
Zimbabwe.

Ensure legal action
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stay for recovery,” said 
Dr Nasir Uddin, associate 
professor at the Burn Unit.

Kalpana was rescued 
on Saturday night from a 
house in Bashundhara by 
Bhatara police. She was 
admitted to DMCH around 
2:15am.

On Sunday, chairman 
of National Human Rights 
Commission, Dr Kamal 
Uddin Ahmed visited 
Kalpana at the hospital.

“We have submitted a 
draft law against domestic 
worker abuse to the 
ministry, and it is crucial 
that it be passed swiftly. 
Those involved in such 

heinous acts must face 
strict legal consequences, 
with no room for leniency,” 
he said.

Bhatara Police Station 
O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e 
Mazharul Islam said 
Kalpana’s mother, Afia 
Begum, filed a case under 
the Women and Child 
Repression Prevention Act, 
and Dinat Jahan Adar, 21, 
the employer, was arrested 
and produced before a 
court on Sunday.

Afia Begum said 
her daughter had been 
subjected to physical abuse 
for the past five years. “We 
weren’t allowed to see her 
for years,” she said.

Jobseekers
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men and 37 years for women. 
The head of the committee, 
Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury, 
provided this information to 
reporters at the Secretariat 
on October 14. According 
to the agitating job seekers, 
a decision regarding the 
age limit extension was 
promised to come from the 
commission last Thursday, 
October 17th. However, no 
decision or notification has 
been issued yet.
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information ministry. Both 
advisers said the government 
has already taken measures 
to speed up the investigation 
of enforced disappearances. 
They assured that those 
responsible would be 
identified and brought to 
justice.

Mayer Daak’s delegation 
urged the government 
to return the victims to 
their families and ensure 

legal action against the 
perpetrators following fair 
investigations.

The meeting was 
attended by International 
Crimes Tribunal Chief 
Prosecutor Mohammad 
Tajul Islam, Senior Human 
Rights Advisor at the UN 
Resident Coordinator’s 
Office in Bangladesh Huma 
Khan, and Mayer Dak 
Coordinator Sanjida Islam 
Tuli, among others.
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A group of fishermen catching hilsa on the Atai river in Abhaynagar upazila of Jashore. Despite a ban on 
catching hilsa during the breeding season from October 13 to November 3, these fishers allege that inadequate 
food support from the government has left them with no choice but to return to fishing. The photo was taken 
yesterday.
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