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Couple passes HSC exams
alongside their son

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Faruk Hossain and Jakiya Sultana, a couple
in their forties, have just passed the Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC) exams. What makes
this achievement even more remarkable? They did
so alongside their son, Hujjatul Islam Fahim.
Faruk and Jakiya’s story begins much earlier.
The two married as teenagers back in 2002.
Caught up in the responsibilities of married life,
they dropped out of school and moved to Dhaka
in search of work. Over the next two decades, they
raised three children, settling into the rhythms of

Include members
of private sectors

in advisory council

TIB urges interim govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB)
yesterday raised concerns over the exclusion of
the private sector from the interim government’s
advisory council and its insufficient involvement
in ongoing policy reforms.

In a statement, TIB highlighted the critical
role of the private sector in the economy and
stressed the need for its active participation in the
government’s reform activities.

“Excluding this key sector makes it nearly
impossible (o establish a non-discriminatory and
participatory development system, especially in
labour reforms,” the anti-graft watchdog said.

TIB called for the inclusion of private sector

family life and livelihood.

However, somewhere along the way, Faruk and
Jakiya felt an urge to return to the books they once
put aside. “To be honest, I wasn’t serious about my
studies back when I'was in school,” Faruk reflected.

“Life happened -- we got married young,
had responsibilities. But later, we realised how
important education is, not just for us, but for our
children too.”

AT R o TS DA B O = . = representatives in the advisory council, arguing
that their participation is essential for ensuring

comprehensive policy reforms.
The organisation also urged the formation of
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Abdur Rouf plies his van through the Chuknagar area in Khulna, carrying various products made from bamboo.
He will sell these hamboo baskets, mats and nets in Khulna city, where these items are quite popular.
Depending on the size, they sell for Tk 20-150. The photo was taken recently.
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Tk 10 lakh

19 YEARS OF JAGANNATH UNIVERSITY
looted in
broad daylight

New campus still
a pipe dream i

machetes stopped an office
vehicle in Mohammadpur
and made off with Tk 10.75
lakh in cash yesterday.

The car belonged to
a distributor of Nestlé¢

Come back
and face trial

AG Asaduzzaman tells Hasina
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Attorney General Md Asaduzzaman yesterday called
upon former prime minister Sheikh Hasina to return
to Bangladesh and face trials for the cases filed
against in relation to the Kkillings during the anti-
government movement in July and August this year.

“I hope, she [Hasina| believes in the trial

RAKIB MADBER departments under four faculties in
i 2005, now boasts 38 departments
Jagannath University yesterday marked  across six faculties, serving around

its 19th founding anniversary. However, 17,000 students on an 11-acre campus.

Determined to continue what they had started as
teenagers, the couple enrolled in Khoyran Lukman
Hakim Technical School in Sujanagar of Pabna.

Fahim, their school-going son, cheered them on. it’s an institution that traces its origins  The proposed new campus aims (0 products. proceedings. If she does, it will be good for her,”
Together, the family took their Secondary back to 1868 when it was established as  transform the university into a fully Hafizur Rahman, the AG said.

School Certificate exams in 2022. All three passed. a school by Kishorilal Roy Chowdhury,  residential institution. The project, inspector of He was briefing reporters about the Appellate
“When I saw how hard they were trying, it a zamindar from Manikganj. budgeted at Tk 1,920.94 crore, was Mohammadpur Police Division’s judgement on the review petition filed

gave me the drive to keep going too,” Fahim said.
“They’re my role models now,” he added.

With Fahim’s encouragement, Faruk and
Jakiya decided to take things further. Enrolling in
Satbaria Degree College in Sujanagar upazila, they
set their sights on the HSC exams.

Fahim, who was studying at Willes Little Flower
School and College in Dhaka, would take the same
exam that year.

The results, published on October 15, painted
a picture of collective success. Faruk scored an
impressive GPA of 4.71, Jakiya 4.25, and Fahim

In 1947, it became Jagannath also approved by the Ecnec.
College. Eventually, it achieved the The plans include buildings, dorms, took place around 9:45am
status of a public university in 2005. offices, cafeterias, medical centres, in Mohammadia Housing

As the university grew, so did the grounds, a Teacher-Student Centre, area.
need for anew campus to accommodate  and facilities such as swimming pool. Saiful Islam, area
its expanding student body. Originally scheduled for accountant for the

In 2016, students launched a completion by June 2020, the project distributor, said they left
protest movement for residential has been delayed four times, with no the office at 9:00am (o
halls. Then, the authorities promised visible progress. University sources deposit the money in the
to build a campus with dormitory say 188.60 acres of the allocated land bank.
facilities. A project was approved in  were handed over in January 2020, When they reached the
October 2018, allocating 200 acres of  but the remaining 11.40 acres are still area, six robbers on (wo

Station, said the incident challenging its verdict on the 16th amendment of
the constitution, that empowered the parliament
to remove Supreme Court judges for misbehaviour
and incapacity.

The attorney general said Hasina can be
brought back to Bangladesh through the Interpol
and using the extradition treaty.

Hasina fled to India on August 5 amid the
student-public protest and uprising.

So far, Hasina has been sued in 224 cases,
including 193 for murders, 16 for crimes against
humanity and genocide, three for abduction, 11

secured4.17. ) land in Tegharia, Keraniganj. unacquired. motorcycles  approached for attempted murder and one for attack on a BNP
For tl.]lS famlly, it’s not just about the numbers JnU, which began with 22 SEE PAGE 4 COL 6 SEE PAGE 4 COL 8 procession‘
but the journey they have shared.
“We've always wanted to give our children what
we missed out on,” said Jakiya. “But at some point,
we also realised we owed it to ourselves to finish what JnU, which began a-m o
we started. Maybe we'll even graduate together.” with 22 de g " ﬂcf a‘r\ ® .
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