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lifelong advocate for human 
rights, highlighting his 
efforts against extrajudicial 
killings, enforced 
disappearances, and torture. 
The organisation said he has 
faced backlash for speaking 
out against violence and 
repression. Panna was 
always a staunch defender of 
freedom of expression and 
the rights of religious and 
ethnic minorities.

Similarly, the 
Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust demanded 
the immediate withdrawal 
of Panna’s name from the 
case and an inquiry into 
why he was implicated. 

BLAST also recalled that 
Panna had previously faced 
harassment in court during 
the student movement, 
where state counsel 
insulted him for his role, 
calling him a “traitor”.

The organisation warned 
that such “harassing” cases 
obstruct justice for the real 
victims of the July-August 
student movement. BLAST 
urged high-level action to 
ensure justice for the July 
massacre victims, provide 
legal aid to the injured, 
and halt the ongoing 

harassment.
M a n a b a d h i k a r 

Shongskriti Foundation 
also condemned the case, 
terming it “baseless and 
harassing”. 

MSF accused authorities 
of trying to malign 
prominent rights defenders, 
thereby hindering freedom 
of expression. It said filing 
indiscriminate cases 
undermines the justice 
system and erodes public 
trust.

Human Rights Forum 
Bangladesh (HRFB) also 
condemned the lawsuit, 
saying it obstructs justice 
and suppresses dissent. 
HRFB described the case 
as a disgraceful attempt 
to silence civil society and 
stifle freedom of thought 
and expression.

Besides, Communist 
Party of Bangladesh also 
condemned the case.

Md Baker, 52, filed the 
case with Khilgaon Police 
Station accusing 180 
persons including Panna on 
charge of shooting his son 
Ahadul Islam on July 19.

Shahriar Kabir
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“I don’t want to say 
anything about the 
case. But I need proper 
treatment. I have been ill 
for the past four months… 
I am not getting proper 
treatment in Kashimpur 
Jail now,” he said.

He also claimed to be 
innocent in the case.

In the courtroom, pro-
BNP lawyers were seen 
interrupting Shahriar 
Kabir while he was 
speaking to the magistrate, 
witnesses said.

On August 28, Narzia 
Akter, wife of the victim, 
filed a murder case with 
Jatrabari Police Station 

against former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina 
and 194 others.

According to the case 
documents, the victim was 
shot in front of Monwara 
Hospital on July 18.

The next day, he 
died while undergoing 
treatment at Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital.

On September 16, 
Shahriar Kabir was arrested 
at his Banani home in 
Dhaka.

On September 17, he 
was placed on a seven-
day remand in a case filed 
with Ramna Model Police 
Station over the death of 
house help Liza Akter.
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that are critical for 
vulnerable communities,” 
he said.

Zakir called for increased 
international climate 
finance, with a focus on 
grant-based financing and 
the implementation of 
debt relief mechanisms for 
LDCs burdened by climate-
related debt.

Addressing the event, 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
adviser to the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest, and 
Climate Change, urged 
the youth to focus on 
protecting their resources.

“In Bangladesh, we need 
to think about tackling 
climate change while 

protecting our ecosystems 
and environment,” she said 
as chief guest. “The funds 
available for mainstream 
environmental issues are 
decreasing,” she added.

Rizwana also stressed 
the importance of 
accountability, saying, “If we 
damage our environment, 
destroy the Dhaleshwari 
and Buriganga rivers, and 
then complain about why 
foreign countries aren’t 
providing funds for climate 
issues, that would be a 
double standard.”

“In Bangladesh, we need 
to think about tackling 
climate change while 
also safeguarding our 
ecosystem,” she added.
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themselves to study again is 
really inspiring.”

Abdul Baset Bachchu, 
principal of Satbaria 
Degree College, said the 
couple’s journey has left 
a lasting impression on 
the local community. 
“They’ve shown that age 
is no barrier to education. 
Their indomitable spirit 
will inspire not only their 
children but also other 
students in the village.”

The couple, undeterred 
by the years they’ve lost, now 
look forward to continuing 
their studies. “Who knows,” 
Faruk said with a smile, 
“maybe we will graduate 
alongside our son.” 

For Fahim, nothing 
could be prouder. “This is 
the happiest thing for me,” 
he said, “to have shared this 
journey with them.”

New campus remains a pipe
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Complications with land 
acquisition and perimeter 
wall construction have 
stalled development, as per 
sources. According to the 
university’s engineering 
department, four 
companies were initially 
contracted for various 
works under this project. 

Starlight Service Limited 
and RS Limited got a Tk 
61.89 crore contract for 
constructing a five-storey 
engineering building, while 
Kingdom Builders was given 
the tender for boundary wall 
construction at the expense 
of Tk 33 crore.

RN Enterprise was 
allocated Tk 3.28 crore for 
pond renovation. 

Meanwhile, a company 
named UIADL was given Tk 
32 crore in two phases for 
excavating the lake.

Despite the initial 
payment being made to 
these entities, work is 
progressing at a sluggish 
pace. The authorities cited 
incomplete land acquisition 
as the reason for delays. 
But students attributed the 
prolonged delay to apathy 
and corruption.

“In the last six years, 
the lack of visible 
development has been 
fuelled by bureaucratic 
delays, corruption, land 
acquisition problems, and 
construction setbacks,” 
said Toukir Ahmed, a 
student of journalism.

Project Director Syed Ali 
Ahmed said land acquisition 
is managed by registrar’s 
office. “Land development 
and building construction 
are ongoing, and we have not 
encountered any obstacles 
so far,” he said. 

Chief Engineer Helal 
Uddin Patwari declined to 
comment on corruption 
allegations. JnU VC Prof 
Rezaul Karim acknowledged 
the concerns and vowed to 
expedite the completion of 
the new campus.
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a commission to develop 
a “Business Integrity 
Strategy” aimed at 
enhancing transparency 
within the private sector.

TIB referred to media 
reports stating that the 
government plans to 
establish four reform 
commissions focused on 
health, media, labour, 
and women’s rights in the 
second phase of its reform 
initiatives.

While welcoming these 
efforts, TIB Executive 
Director Iftekharuzzaman 
cautioned against the 
risk of corporate power 
being captured by a subset 
of the private sector, 
leading to corruption, 
money laundering, and 
collusion with political and 
bureaucratic actors.

“It is impossible to 
achieve meaningful 
results without the 
involvement of the private 
sector. Excluding them 
undermines efforts to build 
a fair and discrimination-
free Bangladesh,” he said.

Safeguard students
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health. It also conducted 
a nationwide study which 
gathered insights from 
over 150 organisations and 
educational institutions, 
alongside consultations at 
divisional and district levels.

The findings revealed 
that students have been 
exposed to violent protests, 
arson, and even shootings, 
leading to school closures 
and curfews. This forced 
them to stay home, resulting 
in a range of psychological 
issues, including fear, 
anxiety, sleep disturbances, 
depression, and even violent 
tendencies.

The floods further 
disrupted education, 
causing health problems 
and school absenteeism, 
they said in the study.

Kazi Faruk Ahmed, a 
member of the National 
Education Policy 2010 
formulation committee, 
pointed out that the 
curriculum reform before 
Covid-19 did not adequately 

incorporate stakeholders’ 
feedback, which negatively 
affected students.

He called for greater 
collaboration among 
teachers, students, 
parents, and education 
stakeholders.

Prof MA Mohit Kamal, 
senior chief consultant at 
Labaid Cardiac Hospital, 
urged parents and teachers 
to prioritise the mental 
health of primary students, 
adding that the ongoing 
protests have left a deep 
emotional impact on them.

Prof M Nazmul Haque, 
director of the Teacher 
Development Institute, said 
trauma comes from family 
environments in the first 
place. Children are mostly 
affected by their parents’ 
stress. 

Rasheda K Choudhury, 
executive director of 
CAMPE, said the meeting’s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
would be submitted 
to the government for 
consideration.

DHAKA MONDAY OCTOBER 21, 2024 

KARTIK 5, 1431 BS        4

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 

OCTOBER 21

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-50

5-25

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-00

4-15

Maghrib

5-36

5-39

Esha

7-15

7-45

2nd Edition

UN MISSION IN NY

Salahuddin 
new permanent 
representative
UNB, Dhaka

The govern-
ment has 
appointed 
Salahuddin 
N o m a n 
Chowdhury as the 
new ambassador and 
permanent representative 
of Bangladesh to the United 
Nations in New York.

An order was issued in 
this regard yesterday.

Current Ambassador 
and Permanent 
Representative of 
Bangladesh to the UN in 
New York Muhammad 
Abdul Muhith is set to go 
on retirement in December 
this year.

A m b a s s a d o r 
Chowdhury joined the 
Bangladesh Embassy 
in Kathmandu on 11 
November 2020.

After graduating from 
the Bangladesh University 
of Engineering and 
Technology in 1993, he 
worked in the private sector 
for five years until joining 
the Bangladesh Foreign 
Service in 1998.

In his diplomatic 
career, he worked in the 
Bangladesh embassies 
in New Delhi, Islamabad 
and New York in various 
capacities. In the 
headquarters, he held 
positions in departments 
like Administration, 
External Publicity, 
Multilateral Economic 
Affairs, Protocol, United 
Nations, South East 
Asia and Foreign Service 
Academy. 

Tk 10 lakh
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from behind and smashed 
the car’s side mirrors. They 
then moved in front of the 
vehicle, forcing it to stop. 

They broke the windows, 
attacked them and fled 
with the money kept in a 
bag, he said.

On October 12 at 3:00am, 
a robbery took place on the 
second floor of a five-storey 
residential building near 
Beribadh Tin Rastar Mor in 
Mohammadpur.


