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Cracks have developed in at least 25 
earthen houses in a village in Teknaf, 
Cox’s Bazar, due to aftershocks from 
bomb explosions across the border, 
according to the villagers.

The Acharbuniya village under 
Sabrang is a bordering village 
located along the Naf River and just 
opposite the Mungdaw township, 
where an armed conflict has been 
ongoing between the Myanmar 
Junta troops and the rebel Arakan 
Army for several months.

During a visit to the village on 
Friday, it was observed that several 

houses, made of mud and brick, had 
developed deep cracks, putting the 
low-income families living there at 
risk.

The villagers expressed their 
frustration, saying they are being 
victims of a war they are not involved 

in. They also said they do not have 
enough money to repair their 
houses.

“Our houses shake as if there’s an 
earthquake when bombs explode on 
the other side,” said Jahed Ullah, a 
resident of the village.

The bombings have been 
impacting and damaging their 
houses for the past three months, he 
added.

Hamida Khatun, another local, 
said, “When the bombs go off with a 
huge sound, our children scream in 
fear. We live in fear, thinking what 
will happen if any of those bombs 

ever fall here.”
Contacted, Adnan Chowdhury, 

upazila nirbahi officer of Teknaf, 
said the issue has been reported 
to higher authorities, and affected 
families will receive government 
assistance.

When this correspondent was 
visiting the Shahporir Dwip Jetty 
on Friday afternoon, a Myanmar 
fighter jet was seen pounding bombs 
at Maungdaw. Loud sounds of 
explosions were being heard.

Abdul Hamid, a resident of the 
area, said the attacks intensify 
during the night. 

EXPLOSIONS IN MYANMAR

Cracks develop in 25 earthen 
houses in Teknaf village

Jubo League 
leader hacked to 
death in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Jubo League leader was hacked to death by 
unidentified criminals in Sitakunda upazila of 
Chattogram early yesterday.

The deceased is Firoz Khan, 35, of Uttar 
Kalabaria area under Baraiyadhala union. 

Firoz was an organising secretary of 
Baraiyadhala union unit Jubo League, said police 
and locals.

Police said Firoz had been involved in five cases 
-- four filed over robbery and another filed over a 
clash with Sitakunda Police Station.

Mujibur Rahman, officer-in-charge of 
Sitakunda Police Station, said Firoz was hacked by 
some unidentified people after they called him out 
of his relative’s houses in Lala Nagar area around 
12:30am.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Ban Chhatra 
League
Demand student leaders
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Anti-Discrimination Student Movement in 
Chattogram yesterday called for a ban on the 
activities of the Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL).

This demand was made during a rally held in 
protest against a sudden procession organised 
by BCL members in the Jamal Khan area early 
Saturday.

Addressing the rally, Khan Talat Mahmud, 
a coordinator of the movement’s central unit, 
accused the BCL of being responsible for the 
deaths of many protesters during previous mass 
uprisings. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Smoke rising from factories, patches of 
ground blackened by waste, and areas marred 
by piles of debris -- this is not a picture of a 
poorly managed industrial site, rather the 
once-pristine Sal forest in the Sagardighi area 
of Tangail’s Ghatail upazila.

The forest seems suffocated, with signs of 
toxic activity creeping into the environment. 
The surrounding landscape, which should be 
green and thriving, instead looks tainted.

The reason? Illegal battery burning. 
The air looks thick with pollution, as if the 

trees themselves are choking from the fumes.
Two illegal lead factories have been 

set up inside this forest. 
Initially, these factories were 

supervised by individuals 
affiliated with Awami 
League politics, said 
locals. However, after 
the fall of the previous 
government on August 
5, control shifted to three 
local figures claiming ties 
to BNP politics --  Poran 
Bhuiyan, Liton Bhuiyan, 
and Masud.

But these figures serve as 
mere local interest groups or 

supervisors at best. 
The identity of the true 

owners of the factories 
remains a mystery.

But sources say the real 
owners are believed to be 

outsiders.
Contacted, Poran said, 

“People from Gaibandha, with the 
help of local Awami League figureheads, 

used to run these factories. We, with the help 
of locals, drove them away after August 5.”

“A vested quarter is now spreading that 
we are involved. This is nothing but political 
propaganda,” he added.

Liton and Masud could not be reached for 
comments. 

Sagardighi Union Parishad Chairman 
Habibullah Bahar said the factory was shut 
down before August 5, but the operations 

resumed in full swing after the AL’s fall.
Several locals this newspaper spoke to 

echoed him. 
The fumes that escape from these 

operations contain toxic chemicals that are 
not only polluting the environment but also 
harming the local community. 

Many residents are experiencing respiratory 
illnesses and other health problems due to 
the continuous exposure to the poisonous 
smoke, said Mohammad Haider, a local.

When locals protested, they were assaulted 
by goons hired by the three, he added.

According to residents like Mohammad 
Haider, the battery burning begins late 
at night and ends at dawn, during which 
batteries are melted down to extract lead, 
releasing harmful acid and plastic fumes into 
the air.

Initially, these factories were 
supervised by individuals 

affiliated with Awami League 
politics, said locals. However, 

after the fall of the previous 
government on August 5, control 

shifted to three local figures 
claiming ties to BNP politics

A forest choking on fumes
Two factories burning batteries illegally inside Tangail’s Sal forest; 

locals suffer from respiratory illnesses
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Workers making boats of various sizes using raintree and mahogany wood near Veduria Launch Ghat in Bhola. 
These labourers, who work from 8:00am to 5:00pm, earn around Tk 1,000 per day. The boats, used by fishermen, 
are then sold at prices ranging from Tk 4,000 to Tk 20,000, depending on their size. The photo was taken recently.
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Constitute 
commission 
to run Palli 
Bidyut Samity
Demand protesting 
employees

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Palli Bidyut Samity 
(PBS) staffers yesterday 
demanded an independent 
commission, with the 
participation of student 
representatives, to run the 
samity (association) until 
the system is reformed.

PBS officials and their 
family members organised 
a press conference at Dhaka 
Reporters’ Unity. 

They demanded 
the unification of PBS 
and Bangladesh Rural 
Electrification Board.

Protesting employees 
said REB sacked 24 PBS 
officials, while 18 employees 
of the organisation were 
arrested since October 17. 
That day, the employees 
cut supplies in most PBS 
centres for hours, leading 
to woes for thousands of 
rural customers.

“We are sorry for that 
[power outage], which was 
an instant reaction of the 
termination and arrests 
without prior notices,” 
said Tanjidul Islam, junior 
engineer of Dhaka-1 PBS.

Meanwhile, Consumers 
Association of Bangladesh 
yesterday formed a 
committee to identify 
dispute between REB and 
PBS across the country.


