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Fraudster steals
from family of

martyred student

CID arrests one
SHARIFUL ISLAM

Nuruzzaman’s son, Sifat Ullah, was Kkilled
during the anti-discrimination student
movement on August 5 in Gazipur’s
Mauna. Recently, the family became
victims of fraud, losing over Tk 1.5 lakh.

Nuruzzaman, a madrasa teacher from
Pakundia in Kishoreganj, had received
around Tk 3 lakh as donations from two
political parties.

This financial support helped him treat
his wife and daughter, who fell ill after
Sifat’s death, with the remaining amount
deposited with his elder brother.

On  October

6, while visiting A CID press
a local bazar, release
Nuruzzaman saidduring
received a phone . .
call from a man mterrogatlon:
claiming to be Bepari
from the finance admitted that
ministry. The their gang,
caller said the ° oo
government had consisting of
decided to donate 14-15 members,
Tk 5 lakh to each had been
martyr’s  family extorting
3ndkasé<ed i‘or hig money through
ank details an
a picture of his fraud for atli(l)lllleg

ATM card.

S ince
Nuruzzaman did not have a bank account,
he passed the call to his elder brother,
Aminul Haque, who, in good faith,
provided his account details and ATM card
information.

The family trusted the caller claiming to
be a government representative because the
display picture on his WhatsApp number
showed the logo of the finance ministry.

The fraudster then called again,
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Rowers race each other, hoping to take the lead in this “nouka baich” (boat race). This traditional race, which
has been taking place for over 200 years, is being held on the Ghaghar River in Kaliganj, Gopalganj, as part of
Lakshmi Puja celebrations. Hundreds of spectators, of all ages, gather from nearby villages to watch this race.

The photo was taken yesterday.

NABAGANGA RIVER IN NARAIL

Bridge work drags on

Paddy fields buried under sand

Post-flood silt deposits render Feni croplands unfit for cultivation

MOSTAFA SHABUJ, back from Feni

Thousands of farmers across Feni were
devastated by the recent flood between
August 16-26 following heavy rains and
onrush of upstream water from India’s
Tripura.

Even though the floodwaters receded
in a few days, its aftermath is likely to
leave a prolonged impact on the district’s
agriculture as a deep layer of sand and
silt got deposited across vast stretches of
croplands, a problem never witnessed by
the farmers there before.

Visiting  different  areas under
Parshuram wupazila of the district
recently, this correspondent saw around
1,500 bighas of Aman paddy fields
buried under several feet of sand and silt.

According to the upazila agriculture
office, sand and silt got deposited
across more than 4,000 hectares of

for six years

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat
The construction of Barai Para Bridge
on Nabaganga river in Narail’s Kalia
upazila has been dragging on since
2018.

The Roads and  Highways
Department initiated construction
of the 65183-metre-long and
10.25-metre wide concrete girder
bridge to enhance road connectivity
between Narail and other
neighbouring  districts  including
Khulna, Bagerhat and Gopalgan,j.

However, after extension of

incidents led to severe damages to the

agricultural lands with different crops in
Parshuram, as well as numerous ponds
and waterbodies, hundreds of fish farms,
roads and houses .

“My 10 bighas of cropland went under
five feet deep layer of sand deposited

embankment broke,” said Solaiman Ali,
55, of Aloka village in the upazila.
According o Bangladesh Water
Development Board in Feni, three
kilometres of total 122km embankments
on Muhuri, Kohua, and Silonia rivers

Lalon was against

discrimination
Says adviser Farida

BSS, Kushtia

Fisheries and Livestock Adviser Farida Akhter
yesterday underscored the importance of
preserving the songs of Fakir Lalon Shah.

She said these songs are essential for future
generations to understand and appreciate his
teachings.

“This Bengali philosopher and Baul saint[Lalon]|
had spoken against all sorts of discrimination 134
years ago,” said the adviser.

She was speaking as chief guest at the Lalon
Festival at the Lalon Akhra in Chheuriya of
Kushtia’s Kumarkhali, marking the 134th death
anniversary of Fakir Lalon Shah.

The adviser urged the ILalon Academy to
preserve and conduct research on all the speeches
of Lalon Shah so that the next generation can
know him properly. Lalon Academy organised
the festival in collaboration with the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs and District Administration.

2 BCL leaders
held while taking
exams at RU

RU CORRESPONDENT

Two leaders of the Rajshahi University (RU) unit
Chhatra League were arrested on Thursday from
the campus when they came to sit for exams.

The arrestees are Alfi Shahreen Ariana, a
student of Social Work department (2019-20
academic year) and general secretary of the
Begum Rokeya Hall unit BCL, and Saikat Raihan,
a student of Institute of Business Administration
(IBA) and joint general secretary of the RU IBA
Faculty unit BCL.

Their peers refused to sit for the exam alongside
them and handed them over to Motihar Police
Station through the proctor’s office.

access to the neighbouring districts,”

by floodwaters after the Muhuri river

Man killed
in road

accident
Locals torch bu
in protest

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

S

hit him on the Dha

yesterday.
Protesting

locals set fire to

inspector  of
Police Station.

immediately, he said.

A man was killed as abus

ka-

Mymensingh  highway
in Gazipur’s Basan area

the

accident that took
place around 12:30pm,

the

Ajmeri Paribahan bus,
said Tushar Miah, sub-
Basan

The identity  of
the deceased could
not be determined

The accident took

place while the man was
trying (o cross the road.
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BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

at Bashundhara Residential Area

Superbly designed, a very few
of these modern Complexes
consist of upgraded amenities
such as swimming pool,
community space, efficient
lifts, beautifully landscaped
gardens, gym and more.
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deadline twice, alongside multiple
setbacks, as well as a revision of the
original plan, the project remains
incomplete even after more than six
years, while the cost escalated from
Tk 72 crore to Tk 135 crore.

After the construction work
began, it continued at a slow pace
until it remained halted amid the
pandemic. Till then, only 15 pillers
and 11 spans were installed.

Once the work resumed, a major
design flaw came to the light,
thereby requiring a revision of the
original plan. This eventually led to
substantial delay to the project.

The work also faced multiple
setbacks, including collision of a
barge with the ninth pillar in June
2020 and a recurrence of the same
event in September 2021. The

pillars, causing further delays.

As the contractors tasked with
the construction work, Jamil Igbal
and Moinuddin Bashi, could not
complete the project, the work was
handed over to Concrete and Steel
Technologists Ltd.

Meanwhile, the project’s deadline
was extended twice, with the latest
deadline being set for June 30, 2025.

The remaining work includes
installing three spans and reinforcing
the pillers. Process is currently
underway to import a massive
86.73-metre-long steel arch span
from abroad.

The delay in implementing the
project has frustrated the locals.

“If completed in time, the bridge
would have eased a lot of our troubles
with commute, alongside better

said Moynal Sheikh, a local resident.

Ruhul Amin, another local, said as
the bridge remains incomplete, it has
been difficult to commute between
the two sides of the river, especially in
case of emergency situations.

Md Nazrul Islam, executive
engineer of RHD, said the delay was
partly due to a reclassification of
Nabaganga river, which led to the
change of original plan.

“The BIWTA initially classified
the river in ‘C’ grade, but later we
found that it is a big river. As such,
significant design changes were
required for the bridge,” he said.

“The revised design was approved
by Ecnec in 2023. We expect the
construction work to be completed
by June 30, 2025 under the new
contractor,” he added.

Thanks to bti's magnificent design, which made sure our home had the bright, airy

and spacious feel that we fell in love with!

Mr Nasim Uddin & Mrs. Sumaiya Siddika
Homeowners
Green Meadow, Bashundhara
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