INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 16, 2024

ASHWIN 31, 1431 BS
The Baily Star

India to buy 31

armed drones
from US

REUTERS, New Delhi

India yesterday signed
a deal with the US State
Department to buy 31
armed MQ-9B SkyGuardian
and SeaGuardian High
Altitude Long Endurance
(HALE) drones, the South
Asian nation’s  defence
ministry said.

The deal follows talks
that began in 2018. It is
expected to significantly
increase India’s surveillance
and intelligence capabilities
and is in line with US
efforts o coax India away
from  buying  Russian
military equipment and
counter China’s growing
dominance.

India’s apex defence
body approved the
procurement last  year
just before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s state visit
to Washington, while the
Pentagon approved it in
February.

The drones will be
predominantly used by the
navy in the Indian Ocean
Region, Reuters reported
last year.

SCO SUMMIT

Indian FM in
Pakistan on

rare visit
REUTERS, Islamabad

Indian Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
arrived in Pakistan
yesterday in the first such
visit in almost a decade for a
meeting of governments of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), with
the capital city under tight
lockdown.

Jaishankar was among
nearly a dozen leaders
participating in the
gathering in Islamabad,
culminating with the main
event today.

It has been nearly a
decade since a foreign
minister from Pakistan’s
arch-rival India has visited

amid  frosty  relations
between the two nuclear
powers.

Both sides have said
no bilateral meeting is
planned. The meeting
of the SCO, a FEurasian
security and political group
formed in 2001 by Russia
and China, is the highest-
profile event hosted by
the troubled South Asian
nation in years.

Chinese Premier
Li Qiang is already in
Pakistan, while seven more
prime ministers of other
member and observer
states, including Russia’s
Mikhail Mishustin, were
also due to participate in
person.

People gather outside a collapsed building as they attempt to extricate a man from underneath the rubble following Israeli bombardment in

the Saftawi district of Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday.

Hezbollah aims to
inflict pain on Israel

Says its deputy chief, calls for ceasefire; the Iran-
backed group, Israel trade rocket fire

REUTERS, Beirut

of rockets towards the northern Israeli city of

Hezbollah’s deputy secretary general Naim
Qassem said yesterday his group has adopted
“a new calculation” to inflict pain on Israel,
even as he called for a ceasefire.

is a ceasefire,

“The solution

we are

not speaking from a position of -
weakness,” Qassem said. “If' the

Israelis do not want that, we

will continue,” he added ina

broadcast speech.
Qassem said

would be able to return
home after a ceasefire
deal is reached through an
indirect agreement.

But he threatened that
more Israelis will be displaced
if the war continues, saying

that |
residents of northern Israel |

that “the number of uninhabited

settlements  will

hour, on any day”.

He added that since Israel has attacked
all over Lebanon, the group has the right to
attack anywhere in Israel. “We will focus on
targeting the Israeli military and its centres

and barracks,” he said.

Meanwhile, Hezbollah launched a barrage

increase,
hundreds of thousands, even more than two
million, will be in danger at any time, at any

and

Haifa yesterday, as the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) bombed south and east Lebanon. It
also downed an Israeli drone, without saying

where.
Israel expanded its targets in its war with
Hezbollah and ordered residents of 25 villages
in southern Lebanon to evacuate to

back across the border.

As five UN peacekeepers suffered
injuries from Israeli strikes in southern
Lebanon, UN peacekeeping chief Jean-Pierre
Lacroix said on Monday that the peacekeepers
will stay in all positions in Lebanon despite
Israeli calls for them to move.

The Middle East remains on high alert for
Israel to retaliate against Iran for an October
1 barrage of missiles launched in response to the
Israel’s assaults on Lebanon.

more

areas north of the Awali River,
which flows some 60 km north
of the Israeli frontier.
The Israeli military said
about 115 projectiles fired
by Hezbollah crossed from
Lebanon into Israel on
Monday. At least 21 people
Killed in an Israeli airstrike
in the north, Lebanese
health officials said, while
millions of Israelis took
shelter from projectiles fired

We see now what is probably the worst restrictions we’ve seen on
humanitarian aid, ever.

Unicef spokesman James Elder decries ‘worst restrictions’ on Gaza aid since the start of Israeli offensive
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AFGHAN PROVINCE

Two TV channels
stop showing
living things

AFP, Kabul
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At least two TV channels in a northern Afghan
province stopped showing images of living beings
during their broadcasts, journalists told AFP
yesterday, in line with orders from morality police.

The Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and
the Prevention of Vice (PVPV) said on Monday it had
started gradually implementing a law banning news
media from using photos and videos of things with
souls -- meaning people and animals.

The rules are part of legislation recently
announced by Afghanistan’s Taliban government
formalising their strict interpretations of Islamic
law imposed since they swept to power in 2021.

An AFP journalist in Takhar province said the
private Mah-e-Naw channel showed only its logo
along with audio broadcast yesterday evening.

State broadcaster RTA showed national
programming, which continues to show people and
animals, instead of the usual evening provincial news.

PVPV officials, who refused to give their names,
told AFP yesterday that all news media in Takhar
have been banned from taking images of and
broadcasting living things.

Journalists in Takhar, who did not want to
be identified, said provincial broadcasters had
restricted their output after a meeting called by
the PVPV on Sunday. “PVPV ordered all the Takhar
regional (television) media that after the meeting
they can do radio reports but cannot use visuals,”
that include living things, or they would face legal
action, one reporter told AFP.

Maldives
geopolitical hotspot.

has

PHOTO: AFP

Cash-strapped
Maldives slashes
govl appointees

than 225 political appointees,
including ministers, in a bid to reduce
the cash-strapped Indian Ocean nation’s
expenditure, his office said yesterday.

Mohamed Muizzu ordered the removal
of those he appointed after coming
to power last year as the small but
strategically located nation struggles to
stave off a debt crisis.

“This significant reduction in political
appointments aligns with the president’s
broader efforts to streamline government
operations and ensure more efficient
use of public funds,” a statement from
Muizzu’s office said.

Among those sacked were seven state
ministers, 43 deputy ministers and 178
political directors. It was not clear what
functions they performed in the tiny
nation of about half a million people.

The statement did not say how many
more political appointees remained in the
administration but added that the mass
reduction of staff would save the country
about $370,000 a month.

The Maldives said in September its
financial troubles were “temporary” and
thatithad no plansto seek an International
Monetary Fund bailout despite warnings
of a possible sovereign default.

Known as a luxury holiday destination,
also become a

Delhi’s actions
‘unacceptable’

Canada PM slams India
as tensions soar over Sikh
separatist murder

AFP, Ottawa

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on
Monday accused India of making a “fundamental
error,” as an escalating row over the killing of a
Sikh separatist on Canadian soil last year saw both
countries expel each other’s ambassadors.

A grave Trudeau branded New Delhi’s actions
as “unacceptable” during a press conference in
Ottawa on the diplomatic expulsions, which saw
tensions reach a new height after the 2023 murder
of Canadian citizen Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Trudeau has previously said there were “credible
allegations” linking Indian intelligence services to
the killing. Both countries have traded barbs since
then, culminating with the expulsions Monday
of each other’s ambassadors and five other top
diplomats in both countries.

“The government of India made a fundamental
error in thinking that they could engage in
supporting criminal activity against Canadians here
on Canadian soil, whether it be murders or extortion
or other violent acts,” Trudeau told reporters in
Ottawa, hours after the expulsions were announced.

“We will never tolerate the involvement of
a foreign government threatening and killing
Canadian citizens on Canadian soil, a deeply
unacceptable violation of Canada’s sovereignty
and of international law,” he said.

MYANMAR CONFLICT
Armed group
claims capture of
another town

— AFP, Bangkok

Fighters from a
Myanmar ethnic
armed group have
seized  another
town along a
strategic highway
to China, the
group and a
resident said, in
the latest setback

for the embattled junta.

Northern Shan state has been rocked with
fighting since the summer when an alliance of
ethnic armed groups renewed an offensive against
the military along the highway to China’s Yunnan
province.

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)
captured the last remaining military base in the
town of Hsipaw on Sunday after weeks of fighting,
a spokesperson for the group told AFP Monday. “We
took all army bases and there is no more Myanmar
army in the town,” Iway Yay Oo said.

Hsipaw is normally home to around 20,000
people and sits on a highway from Myanmar’s
second city Mandalay to the China border, along
which hundreds of millions of dollars of trade
travels annually.

A Hsipaw resident who did not want to be
named told AFP Tuesday that TNLA fighters had
taken control of the town on Sunday.

e-Tender Notice (Open Tendering Method)
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hitps://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for
the Procurement of following Goods:
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Bangladesh Power Development Board Fizrg agﬁf_ﬁ‘

Memo no: 27.11.8436.425.05.206.24 208

TFF-0yoy9-chlind
Dated: 12/10/2024

SI. | Tender Tender/ Description Tender/ Tender/ Tender/
No. 1D Proposal Proposal | Proposal | Proposal
Package No. Publish | Document | Closing
Date last and
and selling Opening
Time Date and | Date and
Time Time
l. 1025592 KHS MMDI Procurement of | 17-Oct- 03-Nowv- 04-Nov-
GR 8 2024- Air  Filter & 2024 2024 2024
2025 Refrigerant, and 12:00 15:30 12:00
compressor for
HVAC system.
(MMD-1)
2 1025597 | KHS MMDI_ | Repair and | 17-Oct- 03-Nov- 04-Nov-
WR 33 2024- | Maintenance of 2024 2024 2024
2025 Braking Alr 12:00 15:30 12:30
Compressor  of
Unit No. 3 of
Power House-1
(MMD- 1)

s

qod

These are online tenders, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP System
Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tenders, registration required
in the National e-GP System Portal (https://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents for both of the tenders (Tender ID:
1025592, Tender/ Proposal Package No. KHS_MMDI_GR 8 _2024-2025, Tender 1D:
1025597, Tender/ Proposal Package No. KHS MMDI WR 33 2024-2025) from the
National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered Bank
branches up to 03-Nov-2024 15:30 and Last Date and Time for Tender Security Submission
Up to 03-Nov-2024 16:30,
Further information and guidelines are available in the National ¢-GP System Portal and
from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) /Contact Number (01762625528-31).
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(Md. Koysul Bari)
ID-1-01948
Executive Engineer
Mechanical Maintenance Division-1
KHS, BPDB, Kaptai, Rangamati.




